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1. SAFETY THROUGH SKILL 

We've been talking a lot about safety tonight, how to be safe ourselves and make 
our homes and community safe. I think the lesson is partly exercising our common 
sense and partly learning the skills of safety.  

What do we mean by the skills of safety? Well for one thing, we're talking about 
learning to find the emergency escape doors and windows in a building like this 
one. We tried to do that tonight. From now on it will probably be in the back of your 
mind when you enter an unfamiliar building.  

In other words, training your mind to think safety is one lesson. Another is 
carefulness and common sense. By being careful and using your common sense, 
you're not likely to get hit by a car while crossing the street. Still, a lot of kids are 
killed every year because they thought they could beat a car. Others die in 
accidents around the home that could have been prevented with a little more 
forethought. Still others get trapped in their burning homes, partly because they 
hadn't planned escape routes.  

Safety is not the most exciting topic in the world, but it's a vital one for all of us to 
learn and to pass on to our younger brothers and sisters. Boring or not, the skills of 
safety are important. They may save your life or that of someone you love.  

 

2. THE BOY SCOUT NECKERCHIEF 
You new Scouts probably learned tonight that our troop neckerchief has other uses 
besides looking good and showing our troop's colours. You found that it can be used 
in first aid, too. Over the next few months, you'll find that the neckerchief has other 
uses, too.  

There's one use, though, that you may not think of - and that's to remind you of 
the Scout Oath. The neckerchief is a triangle, and its' three corners should remind 
you of something you recently learned - our Scout Oath.  

The Oath, you remember, has three corners, too - duty to God and country, duty to 
others and duty to self. From now on, every time you put on your neckerchief, it 
should remind you of the things you pledge each time you repeat the Scout Oath.  

 

3. A SCOUT IS LOYAL 
Scouts, what's the second point of the Scout Law? That's right, "A Scout is loyal." 
Our Scout handbook explains that a Scout is loyal to his family, Scout leaders, 
friends, school and nation.  

I'm going to add one more thing to that list - a Scout is loyal to his team. The team 
might be his patrol or sports team.  
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Your patrol or soccer team can't be as good as it should be if you goof off a lot or 
constantly complain about your team-mates or your patrol leader or coach. A 
winning patrol and a winning team, must have a winning attitude. That means that 
every member must be willing to do his part and not spend time griping because 
the patrol's plans or the game are not going his way.  

That doesn't mean that you have to be close friends with everybody in your patrol 
or team or even like all of them. But it means that when you join, you commit 
yourself to the success of the patrol or the team and pledge to give it your best 
effort.  

In Scouting and sports, it's teamwork that makes winners. So whenever you're with 
your patrol or sports team, remember, "A Scout is loyal". 

  

4. SPORTSMANSHIP 
Probably some of you will earn the Sports merit badge this month. If so, the first 
thing you'll have to do, is understand what sportsmanship is, because it's the first 
requirement. I'd like to read you a little story from the Sports merit badge 
pamphlet which sums up sportsmanship very well. Here's the story.  

"In 1940, an underdog Dartmouth football team played powerful Cornell, which 
needed only one more victory for a perfect season and a number-one ranking in the 
country. Trailing 3-0 Cornell scored a controversial touchdown that the Dartmouth 
players insisted was made on an extra "fifth down". However the referee counted 
the touchdown, and Cornell won 7-3.  

But after the game, Cornell officials watched the game on film and saw that, indeed 
their team had been allowed and extra play. They immediately sent a telegram to 
Dartmouth stating that they could not accept the victory. It went into the record 
book as a 3-0 victory for Dartmouth. "  

That little story tells us what sportsmanship really is. It is the desire to play hard 
and to win - but to win fairly - and if you lose, to accept defeat with good grace. 
Let's remember that during our Sports Tourney and throughout our lives. Also 
remember, that to be a good sport you have to lose to prove it.  

 

5. TWO LITTLE WORDS 
Scouts, here's a little quiz for you: What's the most welcome two-word sentence in 
the English language? Some of you might say, it's "We won!" Others would vote 
for, "Here's money!" But I think the most welcome two-word sentence is "Thank 
you. "  

It isn't used as often as it should be. How often do you use it? And how often do  
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you say thank you to the persons who are closest to you, your mother and father? 
How often do you say it to your friends or even strangers when they do something 
for you?  

It's so easy to forget, especially if the Good Turn is done by somebody in your 
family. Too often we take for granted the many things our parents and other family 
members do for us. Next week we're going to have a family night for members of 
our families. Here's a challenge for you. Between now and then, see if you can find 
some reason to say thank you every day to some member of your family. You may 
be surprised how they will react.  

A simple thank you costs nothing, but it means so much to those who matter most 
to you. And remember, manners maketh man and can be the difference between 
you being just another Scout and one who earns himself respect from those around 
him.  

 

6. THANKSGIVING 
As Americans, we have a lot to be thankful for this Thanksgiving. We live in 
freedom, most of us have an abundance of food and clothing, and we all have 
adequate shelter. We are as blessed as any people in the world, but sometimes we 
forget that and gripe that we don't have even more. Let's remember that a lot of 
the worlds population goes to bed hungry in homes hat few Americans would want 
to live in.  

So it's good to remind ourselves occasionally that we are lucky and thank God for 
our blessings. That's what Thanksgiving really is, a time to give thanks. The 
Pilgrims started it more than 100 years ago when they gathered to thank God for a 
bountiful harvest.  

Today Thanksgiving is a time for family gatherings around a groaning table followed 
by watching football games. There's nothing wrong with that. But it's important that 
we don't forget the real meaning of Thanksgiving. So when you sit down with your 
family for Thanksgiving dinner, take time to count your blessings and thank God for 
them.  

 

7. HANDICAPPED AWARENESS 
Most of you probably know somebody who has a physical or mental handicap. 
Chances are that he or she functions pretty well in spite of it. A little limp isn't 
going to keep anyone from living a full life, and a person who is a bit hard of 
hearing probably will get along quite well with that handicap.  

But some people have severe handicaps. They might be legally blind, or completely  
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deaf, or have to use a wheelchair to get around. But we should understand that 
they are people just like us, with the same needs, the same desires, and - except 
for the handicap - the same capabilities we have. In other words, handicapped 
people are more like you than different.  

(If your troop will do a Good Turn for handicapped people:) Remember that when 
we do our Good Turn this month. When you meet a handicapped person, treat him 
or her exactly as you would want to be treated. The person might need a little help 
from you, but don't fuss over him. Do the minimum that's necessary to help then 
back off and treat him as you would your other friends.  

Those of us who are able-bodied have a lot to be thankful for. But that doesn't 
make us any better or worse than people with severe handicaps. We are all children 
of God.  

 

8. HOLIDAY SPIRIT 
Christmas and Hanukkah are, for the most people, the most joyful holidays of the 
year. The holiday parties, the exchange of gifts, and the brilliant lights of the 
Christmas trees make a guy glad to be alive at this season.  

Sometimes we forget that these holidays are really religious festivals. It's well to 
remember that the real holiday spirit is cast by the Star of Bethlehem and the 
Hanukkah candles, reminding us of the miracles in times past.  

In the 12th point of the Scout Law we say that a Scout is reverent. That doesn't 
mean that he has to go around all the time with a long face or with hands folded in 
prayer. It means that he does his duty to God, which includes doing things for 
God's other creatures. We'll be doing that later this month with our troop Good 
Turn.  

Now remembering that a Scout is reverent, let's close with the Scout benediction.  

 

9. NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION 
Well, Scouts, did you make any New Year's resolutions? I hope some of you 
resolved to bring up your grades in school and be more helpful around the house. 
I'm sure your parents would be delighted with those resolutions.  

In Scouting, we make a resolution almost every time we meet. Each time we repeat 
the Scout Oath or Law, we're resolving to do our best to do our duty and to make 
ourselves the best citizens we can be. I'm inclined to think that resolving to follow 
the Scout Oath and Law are the most important resolutions you can make - now 
and in the time to come. The Oath and Law cover almost everything that makes a 
good man and a good citizen. So, I think, as we start the New Year, we ought to  
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repeat the Oath and Law and think about what we're saying. (Lead Oath and Law)  

 

10. SPELL IT HONESTY 
Tonight we've spent a lot of time talking about ethics - about honesty and fairness 
and respect for others. Now I'll tell you a true story about a Scout who showed 
what those things mean.  

His name is Andrew J. Flosdorf, and in 1983 he was a 1st Class Scout in Troop 42 of 
Fonda NY Andy was in the National Spelling Bee in Washington, DC, competing for 
the championship and a chance for a scholarship.  

During a break in the competition, Andy went to the judges and told them that 
although they thought he had spelled "echolalia" correctly, he had mistakenly 
substituted an "e" for the first "a" in the word, which means a speech disorder. He 
said he discovered his error when he looked it up afterwards.  

By admitting the mistake, that the judges hadn't caught, Andy eliminated himself 
from the competition. The chief judge said, "We want to commend him for his utter 
honesty," and the crowd gave him an ovation.  

But Andy didn't tell them about his error to earn cheers. He wanted to win as much 
as the other contestants, but he wanted to win fairly. "The first rule of Scouting is 
honesty," Andy told the judges.  

"I didn't want to feel like a slime. "  

I don't know what has happened to Andy Flosdorf since then, but I'm sure of two 
things. He learned one of Scouting's most important lessons, and gave us an 
example of honesty and fairness that all of us should shoot for.  

 

11. SALT OF THE EARTH 
Who can tell me what "salt of the earth" means? That's right, it means a person 
who has a fine character and is a nice guy to be around. The expression "salt of the 
earth" probably came from the fact that common salt improves the taste of a lot of 
foods. As you young Scouts will discover while you are working on your Cooking 
skill award, salt is used in many recipes - maybe most of them for breakfast and 
dinner dishes.  

Just as the salt improves the flavour of many foods, a person who is the salt of the 
earth improves the lives of those around him. He lives every day by the Scout Oath 
and Law, even if he's not a Scout. He does his daily Good Turn and he deals fairly 
with everyone he meets.  
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You can be the salt of the earth, too, just by living the Oath and Law. Let's remind 
ourselves of what it takes by repeating the Law now (Lead Law.)  

 

12. SMILIN' IN THE RAIN 
A long time ago, a joker said, "Everybody talks about the weather, but nobody does 
anything about it. " That isn't really true anymore because scientists can seed 
clouds with chemicals to make rain fall - if there are clouds , that is.  

Next week we're going to be outdoors, possibly in foul weather, for our Foul-
Weather Cook-Out (or See'n'do). It may be snowing or raining cats and dogs while  

we're out there, but we'll be there just the same because this is not a fair weather 
troop.  

It may not be as much fun as being outdoors on a sunny summer day, but it's part 
of outdoor life, and as Scouts we belong outdoors. As long as you have a poncho, 
warm clothes and a pair of dry socks and underwear in your pack, you can enjoy 
bad weather, too.  

At least I hope you can. I like to see Scouts smiling in the rain because a real Scout 
is cheerful even when things aren't 100% perfect.  

The weather, and life, aren't always predictable. One of the lessons you should be 
earning as Scouts is to be prepared for foul weather as well as fair.  

So the key words for next week’s outing are "Be Prepared" and "A Scout is cheerful. 
" If you follow that advice, you'll have a fine time, no matter what the weather is.  

 

13. PLANTING SEEDS 
(Have an apple and a plate with a few apple seeds)  

If I gave you a choice, which would you rather have, the apple or the seeds? I 
guess most of us would choose the apple.  

A long time ago there was a guy who would have taken the seeds. He was a nut 
about apple seeds - so much so that people called him Johnny Appleseed. For many 
years he walked across hundreds of miles of our country, back when most of it was 
frontier land, and everywhere he went he planted apple seeds. The trees from 
those seeds fed many thousands of people in later generations. That's real long 
range planning!  

Many of us are interested mainly in the present. We don't think ahead like Johnny 
Appleseed.  
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Maybe you don't want to go around planting apple seeds like he did. But there's 
another kind of seed you should be planting every day - the seed of good feelings 
between you and your fellow man.  

You can do it by living our slogan, "Do a Good Turn daily. " Every time you do a 
Good Turn , you are planting a seed of good feeling. That seed may start the 
growth of a tree of Good Turns in each person you help. So that one Good Turn 
may lead to many other Good Turns through the years, affecting the lives of 
hundreds of people.  

 

14. COAL AND DIAMONDS 
Scouts, I'm sure you've all seen a diamond. It's very hard, very bright and very 
beautiful. Most of you have probably seen coal, too. It's dull black and it crumbles 
easily.  

Now a little chemistry lesson. Who can tell me how coal and diamonds are alike? 
That's right - both are made from the element carbon. But a diamond has great 
value because it is rare. I compare the diamond to a man of sharp mind, hard body 
and shining bright spirit. The coal might be compared to a man who is not mentally 
sharp, physically tough or spiritually bright.  

Someone once said that a diamond is just a piece of coal that stuck to it. Over 
many millions of years, its brilliance was caused by the heat and pressure inside 
our earth.  

My hope is that like that diamond you will stick to it by following our Scouting 
ideals. If you do, you will become an example of what a man should be.  

 

15. ON THE TRAIL 
Once a long time ago a hound was out with his master trailing a mountain lion. The 
hound came to a place where a fox had crossed the trail, and the hound decided to 
follow the fox instead of the lion.  

A short time later, a rabbit crossed that of the fox, and again the hound changed 
direction. Why should he chase a fox when a rabbit might be easier to catch?  

When the hunter finally caught up with his hound, the dog was barking at a small 
hole in the ground. The hound had brought to bay a field mouse instead of a 
mountain lion.  

Well, how about you? Have you set out on a trail to achieve your ambition? Are you 
able to follow it, or are you sidetracked by easier trails that cross it from time to 
time?  
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Don't be like that hound. Find out what it takes to achieve your ambition, and then 
get started. The best way to achieve anything in life is to set a true course for it 
and then stick to that trail.  

 

16. FINDING YOUR WAY 
(Show a Scout badge. ) 

Scouts, where did the design for the Scout badge come from? Did you know that 
it's from the north point of the mariners' compass? Now why did Lord Baden-Powell, 
the founder of Scouting, select that symbol for the first Scout badge? In his book, 
Scouting for Boys, Baden- Powell told us.  

He said, "It is the badge of the Scout because it points in the right direction, and 
upwards. It shows the way in doing your duty and helping others. "  

In other words, just as the north point of the compass helps us find our way in the 
field, so the Scout badge helps us find our way through life.  

So the shape of our Scout badge should be a constant reminder to us of the things 
we pledge when we say the Scout Oath or Law. Let's think about that badge and 
what it means the next time we're tempted to do something we know is wrong.  

 

17. TEAMWORK 
(Show three or four short pieces of rope)  

These pieces of rope are a lot like individual Scouts. You can use these ropes for 
knot tying practice or for tying a small package, but they're not big enough for 
really big jobs. (Call up two or three Scouts and asked them to join the ropes 
together with square knots or sheet bends. ) Now we have a much more useful 
rope, one we could use for pioneering or other jobs where we need a good length of 
rope.  

Your patrol and the whole troop work the same way. Scouts who work together like 
these ropes can achieve much bigger things. But remember that this rope is only as 
strong as its' weakest link. The same idea applies to our patrols and troop. They 
can't be strong unless everyone pulls together. Teamwork is just as important in 
Scouting as it is on a football team.  

Strive to a strong link in your patrol. Do the best to live by the ideals we talk about 
in the Scout Oath and Law. Learn your Scouting skills to the best of your ability, 
and take part in everything the troop and your patrol do. Don't be a weak link.  
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18. WINNING ISN'T EVERYTHING 

Some years ago a hard-nosed coach said, "Winning isn't everything, but it sure 
beats whatever's second. " There's some truth in that. Everyone likes to win. Very 
few people enjoy losing.  

The trouble is that in every type of competition, there must be losers as well as 
winners. That's true in sports and it's also true in the competitions we will have 
next week at our camp-out (or camporee).  

It's also true in life. You and every other human being find that sometimes you 
have to be a loser. Perhaps your sports team loses a game on an unlucky break. Or 
maybe you work hard in school but get low grades. Some people might say you're a 
loser.  

Maybe so. But you don't have to stay a loser. The real difference between winners 
and losers is that a loss makes some people more determined to do better next 
time. In the long run they are the winners because they learn to profit by their 
defeats and mistakes.  

No, winning isn't everything. We can learn from losses, too. Let's remember that at 
the campout and in the years to come.  

 

19. A SCOUT IS FRIENDLY 
Probably all of you know some guy who is grouchy all the time. His neighbours try 
to be nice to him, but he just won't be friendly. Maybe he'll build a great wall 
around his house to keep people away.  

Let me tell you about another kind of neighbour I heard about. There was no wall 
around his property, and somebody noticed that a strip of grass between his yard 
and his neighbour’s yard was unusually green. How come? He was asked.  

"Oh," he laughed, " my neighbour and I are so afraid we'll cheat each other that we 
always water and fertilize the grass across the line on the other fellows side. That 
strip of grass down the property line gets twice as much water and fertilizer as the 
rest of our yards. " Instead of a fence to keep each other away, that man and his 
neighbour had a vivid green reminder that they were friends.  

The point of this story is that if you want to have friends, you can't build walls 
between yourselves and other people. Instead, cultivate that space between you by 
being as fair to the other guy as you'd like him to be to you. A Scout is friendly, and 
the way to have friends - and keep them - is to be friendly yourself.  
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20. THE MAN WITHOUT A COUNTRY 

In the year 1805, some plotters tried to set up a new government in some of the 
southern states. When the plot was discovered, the traitors were tried for 
conspiracy against the United States government. One of them was Philip Nolan, an 
Army officer. During his trial, the president of the court asked Nolan whether he 
wished to say anything to show that he had always been faithful to the United 
States. Nolan replied, "Damn the United States! I wish I may never hear of the 
United States again!"  

He got his wish. Nolan was put on a Navy ship with instructions that he should 
never hear the name of his country or get any information about it. Years went by. 
Nolan became a changed man. In his heart, he had an intense love for the US  

Philip Nolan finally died. A note with his last request was found in his Bible. The 
note said: "Bury me in the sea, it has been my home and I love it But will not 
someone set up a stone for my memory at Fort Adams or at Orleans, that my 
disgrace may not be more than I ought to bear? Say on it: 'In memory of Philip 
Nolan, lieutenant in the Army of the United States. He loved his country as no other 
man has loved her; but no man deserves less at her hand. ' "  

[Note: Everett Hale (1822-1909) was the nephew of Edward Everett and the grand 
nephew of Nathan Hale. Hale was a forthright Unitarian pastor, known for his 
strong opposition to slavery. He is best known for his fictional story ``The Man 
Without a Country'', which was so realistically written that readers thought it was 
true. -- Thanks to Daniel W. Roffee ]  

 

21. YOUR FITNESS QUOTIENT 
I'm sure you've all heard of the IQ and know it stands for intelligence quotient. It's 
supposed to be a measure of intelligence. Probably you've taken IQ tests, although 
you may not have known it, so that your school would have some idea of how 
bright you are.  

The experts aren't all in agreement that IQ tests are all that accurate, but they 
apparently do provide at least a rough measure of intelligence. In theory, at least, 
your IQ score won't very much from childhood to adulthood.  

Maybe you can't do much about your IQ, but there's another kind of test in which 
your own efforts will raise your score. I'll call it your "FQ" - your Fitness Quotient. 
By regular, vigorous exercise, and by having good health habits, you can lift your 
FQ score many points.  

In doing the fitness tests for the Physical Fitness skill award and the Personal 
Fitness merit badge, you establish your present FQ score.  

 



 

 
Closing Narratives 

  

http://tidworthscoutgroup.terapad.com/ 
 

 
1st Tidworth 
Scout Group 

 
 
 
 
 

 

If your scores on those tests are just about average or below, I suggest you make 
up your mind to raise them much higher. All it takes is a decision to do it, and then 
- most important - following through on the exercises and health habits that will do 
the trick.  

If you do that, by the end of the summer your Fitness Quotient will be much higher 
than it is now.  

 

22. SETTING THE EXAMPLE 
In the patrol leaders council, we often talk about the skills of leadership. Patrol 
leaders who have taken the junior leader training course know even more about 
them. Of the 11 skills of leadership, I believe the most important is setting the 
example. There's an old saying that sums it up well. It goes something like this: 
"What you do speaks so loudly that I can't hear what you say. " In other words, 
don't tell me what is right; show me by your example.  

It seems to me that when it comes to setting the example, we are all leaders. Even 
if you're not a patrol leader, the way you conduct yourself will rub off on your patrol 
mates. If one patrol member goofs off and is sloppy in his habits, there's a 
temptation to say, "Well, Brian gets away with it, why shouldn't I?"  

That may be human nature, but it's not the nature of a good patrol or a good troop. 
A good patrol and troop have to work like a team, with every member setting a 
good example of Scout like behaviour. Let's keep that in mind always, but 
especially when we're in summer camp (or on tour). Let's show our pride in our 
troop and in ourselves as Scouts and young men.  

 

23. SAFETY AFLOAT 
Scouts, what do the following merit badges have in common: Canoeing, Motor 
boating, Rowing, Small-Boat Sailing, and Water Skiing? I'll give you a hint - they all 
have the same first requirement.  

You guessed it. All those badges require that a Scout be classed a "swimmer" 
before he even gets started on the badge. It's pretty obvious why you must be a 
swimmer before you can go out into the deep water in a canoe or other craft.  

As I think you all know, to be classed as a swimmer you have to be able to swim 
100 yards, do the elementary backstroke, and be able to rest in water by floating. 
To those who swim well, that's a piece of cake. To those who don't it could be a 
challenge.  

You're not going to able to go canoeing or rafting until you can meet the test. We're 
going to spend time this month helping the non-swimmers and beginners so that by  
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the time of our Water Rendezvous, most of you - maybe all - will be able to swim 
the hundred.  

Being able to swim well will unlock the door to those other badges. It will also give 
you a life-long sport, one that you will be able to enjoy for many years after you no 
longer have the ability to play other sports. That's one of the reasons we go 
swimming now. The other of course is that it's fun. 

  

24. THEY SAVED LIFE 
Every year about 200 Scouts earn medals for saving life. A lot of them performed 
water rescues. Probably you've read about some of those rescues in the Boys Life 
feature called "Scouts in Action".  

Do you suppose all those Scouts who saved people from drowning were great 
swimmers? No, not necessarily. Some of them may not have even been very good 
swimmers because - remember - you try to reach, throw, or row to a drowning 
person before you jump in and swim. Many medals have gone to guys who didn't 
swim at all, but who were able to act when everybody else was panicking, and 
tossed a rope or reached a pole to the person in trouble.  

We've been practicing the reach, throw and row water rescue methods. Those of 
you who have the Lifesaving merit badge also know the Go method.  

So all of us should be prepared to help somebody who is in trouble in the water. If 
you're not, practice some more. Then you'll be ready when you're needed.  

 

25. SOMEONE ELSE 
With great regret we announce the loss of one of the Group’s most valuable families 
- Mr & Mrs Else. Someone & his wife Anybody have moved away, and the vacancy 
they have left will be hard to fill. The Elses have been with us for many years; they 
have done far more than their share of the work for the Group. When there was a 
job to do, a badge to teach, or a meeting to attend, their name was on everybody's 
lips: "Let Someone Else do it". Whenever a committee was mentioned, this 
wonderful family was looked to for inspiration as well as results: "Someone Else will 
set up the event.". And when there was a trip to take Mr & Mrs Someone Else were 
thought to be the best transportation: "Let Someone Else take them.". 

The Someone Elses are wonderful people, but they are only human, they could 
spread themselves only so thin. Many a night I have sat up and talked with 
Someone and heard him wish aloud for more help in the Group. He and his wife did 
the best they could, but people expected too much from them. We have to face the 
fact that there were just not enough Someone Elses to go around. And now the  
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Someone & Anybody Else are gone, and we're wondering what we are going to do 
without them. They have left us a great example to follow, but who will follow it? 
Who is going to do the things that Someone & Anybody Else did?  

 
26. SCOUTINGS DIRECTIONS 

Tonight we've been learning how to find directions on a map and use the compass 
to stay on course. By now I hope most of you can orient a map and use map and 
compass to travel in unknown country.  

In Scouting we have another kind of "map and compass. " They are the Scout Oath, 
Law, motto and slogan. They are excellent guides for travelling through life.  

Whenever you are wondering what's the right thing to do, consult those "maps and 
compasses. " They won't always provide and easy answer. Sometimes you will have 
to think through your decision, but it will be easier if you ask yourself, "What if I act 
according to the Scout Oath and Law?" Chances are the Law will help to show you 
the right thing to do.  

 

27. THE WILDERNESS PLEDGE 
Next week we'll be outdoors again, and it's good to remind ourselves that Scouts 
obey the Wilderness Pledge whenever they are hiking, camping, or on other 
activities away from the meeting place. You should be familiar with the Wilderness 
Pledge. It says, "Through good camping and hiking practices, I pledge myself to 
preserve the beauty and splendour of Americas' wilderness, primitive and 
backcountry areas. I commit myself to:  

Set a personal example in following the Outdoor Code.  

Train those I lead in the skills and attitudes needed to protect and preserve 
wilderness for future generations.  

Assure that parties of which I am a part observe the camping and hiking standards 
that will leave no trace of our passing. "  

It seems to me that what it boils down to is that in the Wilderness Pledge we 
commit ourselves as Scouts not only to preserve the environment but to make it 
better. For example, not only don't we leave litter ourselves, we pick up other 
peoples litter. And we not only build safe fires, we try to make sure that others do, 
too. In other words we take responsibility as Scouts to do whatever we can to keep 
America beautiful.  

That may seem like a tall order. Nobody enjoys picking up other peoples litter. It's 
a lot easier to just say, "Boy, what a mess!" and pass it by.  
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But that's not the Scouting way.  

On all our hikes and campouts, let's leave the land better than we found it. That's 
Scouting's way.  

 
28. MOVING ON THE SCOUTING TRAIL 

Scouts, our theme this month is called, "Moving on the Scouting Trail". What do we 
mean when we talk about the Scouting Trail. That's right, it's the path that leads 
from Scout rank through First Class up to the Eagle Scout badge. Very few guys 
make it all the way. The only ones that do are guys who can set a goal and then 
work hard to achieve it.  

One way to get started toward the goal is to set yourself a more modest goal. If 
you're a Tenderfoot now, make up your mind that you're going to earn Second 
Class in time for our Court of Honour at the end of the month - or at least by the 
Court of Honour in February. The Chinese have a saying that is appropriate here. 
They say, "A journey of a thousand miles starts with a single step. "  

That's a good thing to remember, not only in Scouting but in life, too. You can't 
progress if you never get started.  

You're going to have plenty of chances to pass advancement requirements in our 
troop meetings this month - and every month.  

Take advantage of those opportunities. We're also going to concentrate on 
advancement during our campout late this month. That's another chance to get 
moving on the Scouting trail.  

It's my hope that by time our February Court of Honour rolls around, every one of 
you will be a rank higher than you are today.  

 

29. BADEN-POWELL ON HONESTY 
You remember that in September I mentioned Robert Baden-Powell, the British 
general who started Scouting a long time ago. He had a lot of good advice for 
Scouts, and now I'd like to read what he had to say about honesty.  

He said, "Honesty is a form of honour. An honourable man can be trusted with any 
amount of valuables with the certainty that he will not steal it. Cheating at any time 
is a sneaking, underhanded thing to do. "  

"When you feel inclined to cheat in order to win a game, or feel distressed when a 
game in which you are playing is going against you, just say to yourself, "After all, 
it is only a game. It won't kill me if I do lose. One can't always win though I will 
stick to it in case of a chance coming. "  
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"If you keep your head in this way, you will very often find that you win after all 
from not being over anxious or despairing. And don't forget, whenever you do lose 
a game, if you are a true Scout, you will at once cheer the winning team or shake 
hands with and congratulate the fellow who has beaten you. "  

 
30. SCOUTING'S PLUMB LINE 

(Show a carpenter's plumb line) 

Does anybody know what this is? That's right it's a plumb line. Carpenters and 
masons use a plumb line to make sure their work is perfectly straight and vertical.  

Supposing you were building a brick wall and you built it just by guesswork. Then I 
came along with this plumb line and laid it against your wall. Both of us could see 
the wall was crooked if the plumb line told us so.  

You might get mad about it and throw my plumb line as far as you could. But that 
wouldn't make the wall any straighter, would it?  

In Scouting, we have another kind of plumb line, and in a way it shows us how 
straight we are. Scouting's plumb line is the Scout Oath and Law. They tell us how 
to build our lives straight and true. When we don't follow the Oath and Law, we 
know it, don't we? If we've been untrustworthy, disloyal or unfriendly to someone, 
our plumb line - the Scout Law - is there in the back of our mind to remind us that 
we are not building our lives in a straight and true way.  

The Scout never lived who never once violated the Scout Oath and Law. But those 
pledges, our plumb line, should always be our guide.  

 

31. FREEDOM FOR WHAT? 
We've been talking about the Constitution and the freedom it gives us as citizens.  

But how free are we? What does freedom mean? Does it mean we can do anything 
that we want? I think we will agree that the answer is no. Freedom of speech for 
example, does mean that we can go into a crowded theatre and yell "Fire!" And 
freedom certainly doesn't mean that we can steal from people or assault them 
without fear of being arrested, tried, and perhaps thrown into jail. As somebody 
once said, "Your freedom to swing your fist ends just beyond the tip of my nose. "  

So what does freedom mean in the sense of the Constitution? It means, I believe 
that we are free to live according to the laws of God, free to worship as we choose, 
to speak and write the truth as we see it, to choose our life's work, and to travel 
where we want to go - and to grant the same rights to others.  
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The Constitution does not give us unlimited rights to act without regard to other 
people. But it does guarantee us the right to live as free men in a society whose 
citizens are equal in the eyes of the law.  

 
32. MAKING A FRESH START 

Well, Scouts, the new year is here and it's time for New Year's resolutions. In other 
words, as our theme this month says, it's time for a fresh start.  

I don't know whether you make New Year's resolutions, but if you do, I hope that 
one of them is to move up Scouting's advancement ladder. Next month we'll be 
having a Court of Honour, and I'm looking forward to seeing a lot of you receiving 
awards then. I'm especially hopeful that those of you who haven't moved up a rank 
since last spring will get busy this month and do it in time for the Court of Honour.  

All it takes is determination and some work, I'm sure your patrol mates will help 
you, and of course our leaders will, too. But you have to make the effort, no one 
can do that for you.  

So let's have a fresh start from everybody in the troop this month so that every 
Scout is called forward at our Court of Honour in February.  

33. VALUE YOUR CONSCIENCE 
It may seem funny to say so, but you're very lucky that is hurts when you hit your 
finger with a hammer. If it didn't hurt you could be in big trouble.  

It's a rarity when a person can't feel pain, but it does happen. Some years ago, for 
example, there was an eight year old boy in England who couldn't feel pain. For 
some reason, his nerves, did not signal pain to his brain.  

If you think he was lucky, think again. The problem could cost him his life. Once he 
was seriously burned by a red-hot oven door, but he didn't even know it until he 
was snatched away.  

So it is clear that physical pain can save us from mortal danger. But there is 
another kind of pain, too, and all of us here can feel it. It's a spiritual or moral pain, 
and it's called conscience. The conscience is one of our greatest gifts. Without our 
conscience, we would not know enough to keep from getting burned in even more 
serious ways than that English boy.  

So as the old saying goes, "Let your conscience be your guide. " It will help you to 
know whether you are following the Scout Oath and Law. You have no better friend 
that your conscience.  
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34. SCOUTING IS ALIVE 

Our theme this month is called "Scouting is Alive," but I think it ought to be 
"Scouting is alive and well and living in (your community). "  

I guess the theme is supposed to remind us that 78 years after the first troops 
were started in the United States, Scouting still offers fun and adventure to boys.  

Certainly that's what we do in this troop.  

But maybe this is a good time, as we think about this theme, to ask ourselves, "Are 
we alive in Scouting?" Do we take part in all patrol and troop activities? Are we 
advancing on the Scouting trail? Are we trying to live by the Scout Oath and Law? 
In other words, are we "alive" Scouts? Or are we deadwood?  

Late this month we're going to have a court of honour to recognize those Scouts 
who have earned advancement and shown the Scout Spirit that is required to make 
this troop alive and well. I hope that each one of you will be on the list to receive a 
rank advancement, merit badge, or other award.  

Let's remind ourselves that every time that we repeat the Scout Oath, we pledge, 
"On my honour, I will do my best. . . " That's a good guide for living, not just in 
Scouting but in everything we do.  

 

35. BEING A BROTHER 
Did you know that you have millions of brothers? Who do you think they might be.  

That's right, Scouts all over the world. We often speak of the World Brotherhood of 
Scouting, and that's exactly what it is - millions of boys and men who are divided 
by nationality and religious belief, but united in the ideals of Scouting.  

Many millions of those brothers of yours in Scouting are very poor. To help them 
enjoy Scouting, the Boy Scouts of America has a special treasury called the World 
Friendship Fund. Through that fund, your brothers can get training materials, tents, 
even uniforms in some cases. It's one way we can show our loyalty to Scouting and 
our brotherhood with other boys and men.  

At our Family Party, we are going to ask you to give a small amount to help our 
brothers. If you can afford a dollar, give that. If the best you can do is a quarter or 
a dime, fine. But I hope everyone here will try to contribute something.  

We in the United States are amongst the luckiest people on earth. Some of us may 
be poor, but nearly all of us would be considered wealthy by the standards of some 
other countries. Show your appreciation for your good fortune, and your willingness 
to help other Scouts, by bringing something for the World Friendship Fund to the 
party.  
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36. ROAD TEST YOURSELF 

Did you know that car manufacturers try out there new models on some of the 
worst roads in the world? They can't find any ordinary roads that are bad enough 
for the purpose, so they build special tracks with ruts, bumps, and potholes that are  

incredibly bad.  

Now why do they do that, do you suppose? That's right, they want to give their cars 
the toughest possible test so that they can learn about the weak spots. The idea is 
that they will fix the weak spots before the cars go on sale.  

Are you like a new car model that never was tested? Are you cheerful when the 
going is easy but a grumbler and griper when there is trouble? Are you like a shiny 
new car that falls to pieces when it gets a tough road test?  

In a way, Scouting is like a road test. We challenge ourselves with rugged 
backpacking trips and other adventures to see whether or not we can take it. As 
Scouts we like to find out what our limits are, and if we find weak spots, we try to 
correct them.  

That way, we'll be ready for life's bumps and potholes. Then people will say of us, 
"Those guys can take it".  

 

37. FIT FOR LIFE 
One of the goals of Scouting is physical fitness, and we've been paying special 
attention to it this month. It's fun to test yourself against standards to see how fit 
you are and to compete against other Scouts in fitness games and contests.  

Bit there is a more important reason for all this physical activity. It's to make you 
fit for life. If you become physically fit now, the chances are you will be physically 
fit when you reach full manhood.  

You should remember though, that physical fitness is not just being strong and 
athletic. It's also knowing how to take care of your body - what to fit it, how much 
rest it needs, and what not to put into it. I'm thinking, of course, of drugs, alcohol, 
and tobacco smoke.  

Probably you'll face a lot of pressure in the next few years to try drugs, smoking, 
and alcohol. No doubt some of you already have.  

Some guys you think of as friends will actually tell you that trying drugs is cool. 
Actually, it's about as cool as sticking your hand in a campfire. Don't learn that the 
hard way. Stay away from drugs and drinking and stay fit for life.  
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38. THE KNOT THAT TELLS A STORY 

Scouts, if your rank is between Second Class and Life, take a look at your badge of 
rank. What do all those badges have in common?  

That's right, they all have the "Be Prepared" scroll with a knot dangling from it. . 
Does anyone remember what the knot is supposed to remind us of?  

 

 

Right again. It's a reminder to do a Good Turn every day. If the knot could talk, it 
would tell us of billions of Good Turns stretching back over 88 years. Are you 
adding a chapter to that story each day?  

Our troop often does big Good Turns for our chartered organization or the 
community. But does that mean that you can forget about Good Turns the rest of 
the time? Of course not. As Scouts you have pledged to do a Good Turn daily. 
Obviously that doesn't mean you have to spend several hours on some major 
project.  

But it does mean that at home, in school, and when you're with friends you will go 
out of your way to do a simple kindness - take out the garbage without being 
asked, help a buddy with his homework, or run an errand for your mother without 
grumbling.  

Those little Good Turns make life more pleasant for other people. They also add 
another link in that long string of Good Turns going back to Scouting’s beginnings.  

 

39. SOLID TO THE CORE 
Every once in a while when you're working on a pioneering project, you'll find a 
spar that looks great but that turns out to be weak and unreliable.  

Maybe its' centre has been eaten away by insects. Or maybe have natural splits 
inside that you can't see. You can test a spar for soundness by holding one end and 
rapping the other end sharply on a rock. If it's sound you'll hear it ring.  

Some people are like defective spars. They look great on the outside and they may 
have appealing personalities, the kind of guys and girls you think you would like to 
know. But when you do get to know them better, you find that they're like a 
defective spar, weak inside. They don't have the strength of character to resist 
things that you know is wrong, and chances are they will want you to do those 
things, too.  
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When that happens, do the same thing you do when you have a defective spar - 
cast it aside and find a sounder one. In other words, choose friends who are solid to 
the core.  

 

40. THE SMALLEST FACTORY 
(Show a leaf of a tree or plant. )  

Tonight we've been discussing the oxygen and water cycles and how food chains 
support life on earth. We've learned that this little leaf can work a miracle.  

Who can tell me what the miracle is? This leaf is a food factory - it can make food  

by using the sunlight to turn nutrients  

from the soil and carbon dioxide into food. And at the same time, it produces the 
oxygen that we and wildlife must have to live.  

Life could not exist without the miracle represented by this leaf and all the other 
plants that can perform the miracle.  

What's the point in this lesson in biology? The point is that because we can't survive 
without plants, it is in our own interest to make sure that this food factory survives. 
And that's why we must  

fight pollution and why we must practice conservation like planting trees and 
shrubs. The whole idea is to encourage these little food factories to produce food 
and oxygen for wildlife and ourselves.  

 

41. WELCOMING THE WEBELOS 
It won't be long now before we'll be adding several new Scouts to this troop - the 
Webelos Scouts who will be graduating from Cub Scouting.  

It goes without saying that I expect you Scouts to give them a warm welcome. How 
you treat them during their first couple of meetings and outings with us will 
determine whether they stay in the troop. If you ignore them, make fun of them, or 
haze them, some of them are going to drop out in a hurry.  

Remember that they are young kids. Some of you will look like giants to them and 
if they are a little timid, they are going to be a bit afraid of you. So I would like all 
of you - and especially you older Scouts - to go out of your way to help the new 
kids. Perhaps each of you could be a buddy to one of the new Scouts to get them 
started right in Scouting.  

If you can remember your days as a Webelos, you'll remember that Webelos means 
"We'll be loyal Scouts". I'm sure the graduating Webelos Scouts mean to be loyal to  
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our troop. But loyalty is a two-way street. Our troop has to be loyal to them, too. - 
to make the promises of Scouting fun and adventure come true for them as well as 
for older Scouts.  

Let's all remember that and give a warm welcome when our new Scouts join. 

  

42. FLAG DAY 
Who can tell me what day falls on June 14th? That's right it's Flag Day. Another 
question, why do we celebrate Flag Day on June 14th.  

Because it was on that day in 1777 we got our first official US Flag. The Continental 
Congress which made the laws in those days, specified that the flag would have 13  

stripes, alternating red and white, and 13 white stars on a blue field.  

But that was all the description they gave. If you remember your flag history, the 
result was that a lot of different flags appeared during the Revolutionary War. You 
can see pictures of some of them in your handbook. It wasn't until 1912, 135 years 
later, that the flag became standardized.  

It's not very important that you know a lot about our flags history. What is 
important though, is that you are aware that our flag was born very soon after we 
became an independent nation, and that millions of men have fought for the flag as 
our symbol of freedom.  

That's why I hope that if your family owns a US Flag, you will fly it proudly on Flag 
Day this year. In that way, we can show our pride as Americans and our 
determination to live as free men.  

 

43. OUR HOME IN CAMP 
Scouts, when we go to our camporee, and later when we are in summer camp, let's 
remember that our campsite is our home.  

The living room is the area in front of your patrol site. Your patrol's cooking area is 
the kitchen and the patrol dining table is your dining room. The showers and latrine 
are your bathroom, and of course your tent is your bedroom.  

You wouldn't think of throwing candy wrappers onto your bedroom floor at home, 
or of leaving garbage in your dining room. And even if you did, your parents would 
soon get on your case about it.  

So whenever we're in camp, let's treat the campsite the way you treat your own 
home. Cleanliness and neatness are the marks of a good camper. In this troop, 
they are a standard rule.  
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As Scouts, we have pledged ourselves to obey the Outdoor Code and our 
Wilderness Pledge which call for us to "be clean in our outdoor manners". That 
certainly applies to our life at home in camp, as well as when we're on the trail. 
Let's make it a habit to keep a clean, neat home in camp.  

 

44. THE NORTH STAR 
Scouts, we've been learning how to find Polaris, the North Star, because we know it 
will help us find our way in the wilderness. For centuries man has known that the 
North Star is fixed in the heavens, and it has been used as a navigational aid by 
sailors ever since the first adventurers sailed away from the sight of land.  

The North Star is still used that way by mariners and space explorers. So in  

 

 

learning how to find it, we are joining a very long line of adventurers.  

There are some "North Stars" in our everyday lives, too. One of them is our 
conscience. If we listen to our conscience, we can be sure to steer our lives in the 
right direction.  

And let's not forget our Scout Oath and Law, too. They are North Stars because 
they give us excellent guidance in how to behave and what we owe to God, 
country, our fellow human beings, and ourselves.  

When you're lost at night, look for the North Star. The rest of the time, steer your 
life with those other North Stars - your conscience and the Scout Oath and Law.  

 

45. REACH FOR THE STARS 
There used to be a saying that if a man had great ambition, he was "reaching for 
the stars". The idea was that he was so eager to succeed he was willing to try the 
impossible, to reach for the stars.  

That doesn't seem so impossible anymore. Men have walked on the moon, a feat 
that was only dreamed of not so many years ago. And by the way, did you know 
that the first astronauts who walked on the moon were Scouts? One of them, Neil 
Armstrong, the first man to set foot on the moon, is an Eagle Scout. That tells you 
something about the kind of man he is.  

The scientists and astronauts in our space program brought the impossible dream 
of reaching for the stars much closer to reality. Men will never really walk on the 
stars. If they tried, they would get a terribly hot foot.  
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But the stars do not seem so far away as they used to be.  

Still the idea expressed in the phrase, "reaching for the stars," is still valid. It tells 
us that to enjoy life to the fullest, we must stretch our abilities to the limit. A Scout 
who does his best in everything he tries will become the kind of man who reaches 
for the stars.  

 

46. SPRING PHENOMS 
I know that some of you read the sports pages and follow the big league pennant 
races. So probably you have heard of spring phenoms. Who can tell me what a 
spring phenom is?  

He is a player who stars the season like a superstar. In April, May and June he's 
hitting about . 350, stealing a lot of bases, and never missing a ball in the field. 
Comes July and August and he can't do anything right. That's a spring phenom.  

Maybe you've seen some spring phenoms in Scouting, too. They start up the  

 

 

advancement trail like a house afire, making Second Class and First Class as fast as 
the rules allow. Then when the going gets tougher for Star, Life and Eagle, they 
sort of fade away like spring phenoms.  

Maybe it's the troop's fault. Maybe we just don't challenge them enough. If so, let's 
change that. I'm challenging all of you now to set your sights on the next rank and 
make up your mind you're going to make it by Christmas at the latest.  

 

47. OLYMPIC OATH 
I imagine most of us have watched the Olympic Games on the television. It's really 
great watching the world's greatest athletes competing, isn't it?  

Did you know that these athletes take an oath before they begin competition? Let 
me read the oath:  

"We swear that we will take part in the Olympic Games in loyal competition, 
respecting the regulations that govern them and desirous in participating in them in 
the true spirit of sportsmanship for the honour of our country and for the glory of 
sport. "  

Did you notice that the oath says nothing about winning? Of course the athletes 
want to win. After all, they have been training for four years or more to get ready 
for the games.  
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But the Olympic ideal is fair competition, not winning at all costs. Let's remember 
that ideal when we have our Aqua-Olympics and any other competitions.  

Play to win. But remember that every athlete must learn to lose gracefully, without 
alibiing or complaining. That's the Olympic ideal in a nutshell. It's also the ideal in 
Scouting.  

 

48. DON'T GET HOOKED 
(Stick a fish hook in a piece of cloth and show how difficult it is to back out the way 
it when in. )  

Scouts, it sure was a cinch to put this fishhook into the cloth, but you can see how 
hard it is to back it out. It's just like a bad habit - awfully easy to start, but awfully 
hard to stop. Some guys your age have started to smoke. It was easy to start - as 
easy as it was for me to put the fishhook into the cloth.  

Across our land millions and millions of smokers have tried to stop smoking and 
have failed. They just couldn't get the hook out. If it's so hard to stop and if so 
many smokers want to quit, then why start - why get the hook in - in the first 
place? Some people think it's manly to smoke. Take a look around you. Look at 
who is smoking.  

 
49. A LITTLE EXTRA EFFORT 

(You will need two poles and rope to secure them with a square lashing. Tie a 
square lashing. )  

As you watch me tie these poles together, think about how this lashing might be 
compared to success in life. The wrapping turns hold the two poles closely together. 
But notice that they are not real tight, and with a little movement of the poles, the 
ropes loosen to allow slipping.  

Now I add the frapping turns. I might have been satisfied without these turns, but 
notice what happens when I make the extra effort to add them. The frapping turns 
took up all the slack in the first turns and tightened the entire lashing the poles are 
now securely bound together in place. Repeated movement won't loosen the ties 
that bind them together.  

These frapping turns that finished the job took a little extra effort, but what a 
difference they made in the job! In life, you will constantly be given chances to put 
forth a little extra effort. When you have the chance, don't let these opportunities 
pass. Remember the frapping turns.  
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If you put extra effort into things you undertake you will find success in life, real 
lasting friendships, and the inner knowledge that, come what may, you have done 
your best.  

 

50. MINNOWS AND WHOPPERS 1 
Everybody here likes to hear fish stories, the wilder the better. I expect we'll have a 
lot of them after our Fishing Camp-Out this month. We enjoy them because they're 
funny, and nobody is fooled into thinking they really happened.  

But some people tell fish stories all the time. They're not usually funny stories. In 
fact, they're really lies. I call them minnows and whoppers.  

Minnows are little lies that just shade the truth. For instance, maybe a guy is 
playing Skish and says he hit a target 55 feet away when it was really only 40 feet. 
No serious damage is done, except to the guy's own character, from a minnow like 
that.  

The trouble is, if you get used to telling minnows, it becomes easier to tell 
whoppers - the big lies that may hurt somebody.  

The best thing is to stick to the truth. Minnows have a way of growing into 
whoppers.  

 

Minnows and Whoppers 2 
Last year, while I was fishing, I fell in the water. But, it really wasn't my fault. A 
small sunfish hit my chartreuse wooly bugger fly and I was fighting it. Then, a 
largemouth bass swallowed the sunfish. Then, a northern pike swallowed the bass. 
When that 8 foot musky exploded out of the water swallowing the pike in one gulp, 
the tidal wave it made capsized my boat and I fell in - so you can see that it wasn't 
my fault. 

Everybody likes to hear a whopper of a fish story - you know they aren't true 
because they are such exaggerations. But, some folks tell fish stories about stuff 
other than fishing - and they aren't such exaggerations - they are more like 
'minnow stories'. 

For example, while I was shooting baskets, I made a shot from just above the free 
throw line after missing 14 times in a row. But, when I tell people, I just say I 
made a shot from around the 3 point line. That's a minnow - really just a lie, just 
stretching the truth a little. 

The problem is that once the truth starts stretching, it just keeps stretching. My 
eyes were squinted while I was concentrating on the shot, so they were almost  
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closed. No, they were closed. And, I was turned sideways to throw the ball. No, I 
was all the way backwards. And, I'm pretty sure I was closer to the center line than 
the 3point line. 

So, now I made my first shot from the centerline behind my back with my eyes 
closed. Now, that's a whopper! 

Once you stretch the truth a little, it is stretched out of shape and is no good. And, 
your word is no longer good. It's better to stick to the truth - minnows have a way 
of growing into whoppers. 

 

51. OUR NATURAL RESOURCES 
(Hold up two glasses, one filled with dirty water, one sparkling clean water. )  

Scouts, which would you prefer to drink? The answer is pretty obvious, isn't it?  

We can do our part to ensure that we always have plenty of good clean water. We 
can't do it all by ourselves because water may be polluted by erosion of the soil, 
sewage, industrial wastes, and other causes. Those types of pollution can only be 
cleaned up by action of our state and federal governments. I'm glad to say that our 
government conservation departments are working hard to conserve our water 
resources.  

But every Scout, and every other citizen, has a responsibility, too. For one thing, 
we can make sure we don't pollute the water when we're out fishing, swimming, or  

camping along a water source. We have to make sure that we never throw litter or 
garbage into a stream or lake. We don't dig latrines near a stream or lake. We use 
soap instead of a detergent for dishwashing in camp. We do that, because nature 
can't break down a detergent as it does soap. So if our old soapy dishwater filters 
into the stream, it won't be a pollutant for very long.  

Let's try to remember that on our Fishing Camp-Out. We can all help to make a 
contribution to clean water for ourselves and for future Americans.  

 

52. GIGO 
Like any other profession, the computer field has a lot of special words, like pixel, 
RAM, ROM, crash, bits, bytes and nibbles. All these terms have precise meanings 
for computer specialists. My favourite is a made-up word. It's GIGO, spelt G-I-G-O. 
Does anyone know what it means? It stands for "Garbage In, Garbage Out. "  

That's the computer experts way of saying that if you put the wrong information 
into a computer you will get a false result. The computer is a marvellous machine, 
but it can only work with the data you feed it.  

 



 

 
Closing Narratives 

  

http://tidworthscoutgroup.terapad.com/ 
 

 
1st Tidworth 
Scout Group 

 
 
 
 
 

 

If that data is wrong then the computer's answer will be wrong, too.  

"Garbage In, Garbage Out" is true of the human mind, too. Your mind is the most 
powerful computer ever created, but like this home computer we have here, it 
depends on what you put into it. For example, if you always hang around with guys 
that use terrible language, it will be imprinted in your brain's circuits, and it 
probably won't be long before garbage is coming out of your mouth, too. Same 
thing with actions. If your friends are always trying to rip things off or hurt other 
people in some way, you can almost be sure that you'll pick up their habits.  

So when you're choosing friends, remember GIGO - Garbage In, Garbage Out.  

 

53. COMPUTER WORLD 
This month we've had a chance to learn a little about computers. You've seen that 
they're good for a lot more than playing games, and maybe you've gotten a 
glimpse of what the future will be like in the Computer Age before you. By the time 
you are adults, your homes will probably be controlled by computers. Computers 
will control the temperature by turning on the furnace or air conditioner, wake you 
in the morning with soothing music, turn on the lawn sprinkler when sensors say 
the ground is dry, and control a robot that does the house cleaning. At work, no 
matter what your job is, there will be some kind of computer there to help you. 
Thousands of uses for computers that we can't even imagine now will be everyday 
stuff by the time you are men.  

Sounds great, doesn't it? It will be. Computers are surely going to change the way 
we live. But they won't change what we are - human beings with a need to love and 
be loved, to be useful, and to get along with other human beings. That's why I 
think the Scout Law will be just as important 50 years from now as it is today. And 
that's why it's important now, while you are young, you begin to learn to live by the 
Scout Law. Let's remind ourselves of what that means by thinking about each point 
of the Law as we repeat it. (Lead Law) 

  

54. GOOD TURNABOUT 
The name of our program this month is "Sharing the Good Life. " At times you may 
think your life isn't all that great, especially when you have a lot of homework or 
your parents are bearing down on you.  

But if you think about it for a moment, you'll realize that you do have a good life. 
You have three good meals a day, a home to go to, a chance to go to school, plenty 
of friends, and maybe a little spending money. You also have parents who love you, 
and that's a big blessing; I'm sure they do lots of Good Turns for you that you 
hardly ever think about.  
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This month we're going to do a Good Turn for two reasons. One is that our Scout 
Oath pledges us to help other people. The other is that we owe something to those 
around us - our parents, our community, and our troops chartered organization. 
You might call this Good Turn a Good Turnabout because in part it's a way to show 
our appreciation.  

(Mention your troops planned Good Turn. )  

I expect to see all of you out on our Good Turn day, not because you have to be 
but because you want to. As the old saying goes. "Turnabout is fair play," and with 
this Good Turn we'll be saying thanks to those who have helped us. (or our 
community or our nation, depending on who will benefit from the Good Turn)  

 

55. FAMILY NIGHT 
Next week we'll have our big family night and court of honour, and I'm hoping that 
all your families will be her and have a great time. We only have a family activity 
once every three or four months, so it's a big deal for us when our parents, 
brothers and sisters join us at a court of honour or other event. But you know, 
every night should be family night for you.  

Sound strange? Well I don't mean that the troop should meet every night and invite 
our families. What I do mean is that you should share some part of everyday with 
your families. Maybe just during the dinner hour or even 15 minutes over your  

 

 

homework. The point is that your family is the centre of your life and will remain so 
until you're grown up and are leaving home, perhaps to start a new family.  

If you have a chemistry set at home with a little vial of mercury in it, try this 
experiment. Put a glob of mercury on a piece of paper. Then take a knife and cut it 
up into three or four smaller globs. When you tilt the paper towards the centre, the 
little globs will run together into a big glob again. A family is like that - two or three 
or four or more individuals who come together at times into one big whole. Make it 
a point to share some time with your family every day.  

 

56. LIVING YOUR LAW 
Nations, states communities and even families have laws. These are simple rules by 
which people must live in order to have harmony. If we didn't have rules or laws to 
govern ourselves, society would be impossible.  
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If a person breaks the law of the land, he is penalized in some way. He might be 
fined or sent to prison. If you break one of your family's laws or rules, you get 
penalized, too. Maybe your time to watch television is cut back, or maybe you get 
grounded.  

Each of us needs his own set of laws to govern himself, too. These are your 
personal standards, the laws by which you live. In Scouting, we call those 
standards the Scout Law.  

What's the penalty for breaking the Scout Law? Maybe you think the penalty would 
not be so bad, but let's consider it for a moment. If you're not trustworthy, people 
will never depend on you. If you're not friendly, you won't have many friends. If 
you're not obedient to your teachers, parents and others in authority, you can't 
expect that other people will obey you when you're in authority.  

There's a good reason for every kind of law - our nation's, our town's, our family's 
and our own. They show how we can live in harmony with others and with 
ourselves. Let's think about that as we repeat the Scout Law. (Lead Law).  

 

57. BE PREPARED 
Next week we're going on our Winter Campout. For you new Scouts especially, it's 
going to be a test of what you've learned about camping and being comfortable 
outdoors.  

Camping is easy and fun in the spring, summer and fall because while you may get 
wet occasionally, it's not much trouble to get dry and warm again. Camping in 
winter is fun, too, but it's not so easy to stay comfortable when the temperature is 
around the freezing mark and cold rain or snow is falling.  

 

 

That's why it's so important that we're all prepared for winter camping. Tonight 
we've checked our camping equipment and each patrol has planned some nutritious 
meals for camp. We've also practiced some of the things we'll need to do to stay 
warm and dry and have fun in camp.  

I suggest that each patrol go over their preparations once more before camp. 
Remember that Mother Nature is easy on us through most of the year, but in winter 
she can be unforgiving for Scouts who are not prepared.  

 

58. MENTALLY AWAKE 
(Have a junior assistant Scoutmaster enter the room apparently in the throes of  
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choking. He's gasping for breath, grabbing his throat, turning red. See what the 
response is. )  

Well Scouts, that was scary, wasn't it? How many of knew what was apparently 
happening to him? How many of you knew the proper first aid?  

Jim was just acting, of course, to make a point. The point is you have to be 
mentally awake to be prepared to give first aid. It's one thing to practice slapping 
backs and doing the manual thrusts. It's another to recognize trouble when it 
comes and know what to do without panicking. Sure you may be a little scared the 
first time you have to make real rescue or give first aid to someone who really 
needs it. But that's the test of the first aider.  

Be alert to recognize trouble. When it comes, stay cool. Then act. Your training in 
first aid in our troop probably will make you better prepared to help than anyone 
else on the scene.  

 

59. EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 
So far this month, we've spent most of our time learning first aid. We've been 
trying to prepare ourselves to help other people when they're sick or injured.  

But there's more to being prepared than knowing first aid. Real preparedness is 
many things - knowledge, confidence, and having the necessary equipment on 
hand when it's needed. We want to be ready for any emergency.  

Next week we'll be testing ourselves on our readiness for emergency action. Our 
tests will not only require skill in first aid, but the ability to communicate well, to 
think through a problem, and to work together as a patrol.  

Those are the kinds of skills that are useful in a disaster. If our town was hit by a 
tornado, we might be called out to help rescuers, but maybe we wouldn't be asked 
to do any first aid. We could be asked to serve as messengers, direct traffic , or  

cook and serve food.  

That's why it's important that we prepare ourselves by learning more about our 
community and by practicing all sorts of Scout skills. And that's why it's important 
that you take full advantage of what Scouting has to offer by taking part in all our 
activities and doing your best to move up in rank. By the time you're a First Class 
Scout, you'll be prepared for many kinds of service.  

 

60. THAT FIRST STEP 
The Chinese have a saying, "The journey of a thousand miles starts with a single 
step. " There's a lesson for us in that saying.  
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I'm thinking of advancement. If you come to troop meetings without ever looking in 
your Official Boy Scout Handbook all week long and if you never ask how to pass a 
test or who to see about a merit badge, you'll never advance  

very far in Scouting. In Scouting, and in life, the rewards don't come to those who 
sit back and wait for something to be handed to them on a silver platter.  

I would like to see every one of you set the Eagle Scout badge as you goal in 
Scouting. As a step toward that goal, I hope that most of you will receive some 
award at our court of honour at the end of this month.  

Whatever the goal you set for yourself, remember that only you can take that first 
step toward it. No one can do it for you. Once you've taken that first step the next 
step becomes easier. And the ones after that will be easier still because you're on 
the way along the Scouting trail.  

 

61. HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
We're calling our campout next week a Happy Birthday Campout because February 
is the anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America. We're going to observe the 
birthday by showing the public in our community what good Scouting is all about.  

So in some ways this is an extra special campout. We want to look and act like 
Scouts, which means that we'll ask you to wear your uniforms and be on your best 
behaviour.  

This doesn't mean you can't have fun. In fact I think we'll have a lot of fun, but 
we'll do it in ways that will bring credit to our troop and to Scouting.  

We're also having a court of honour this month as part of our birthday celebration. 
During the court program, we will ask you and your parents to contribute to 
Scouting's World Friendship Fund. This is a special fund of the Boy Scouts of 
America to help Scouting associations in poor countries. The fund provides money  

 

 

for equipment, uniforms, and training for leaders. It's one of the ways that all of us 
can help promote the idea of Scouting as a world brotherhood.  

I suggest that each of you consider giving a quarter to the fund. If that's too much, 
give what you can. Whatever you give, you will have the satisfaction of knowing 
that you have helped a brother Scout in another country.  
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62. YOUR DIRECTION 

(Take a bearing with a compass) 

One day a Scout named Bill was sighting with his compass, as I'm doing now. "Top 
of that hill is 045 degrees," said Bill, "I'm going to follow that bearing and end up 
on top. "  

Bill started off checking his compass now and then to make sure he was heading 
right. Finally he set foot on top of the hill.  

He had done three things - set his objective, figured out the direction he'd have to 
go to get there, and then moved full steam ahead.  

Like all of you, Bill set a lot of courses towards many goals in his lifetime. Maybe he 
said to himself, "I'm going to be an engineer. " Then he would find out what it takes 
to become an engineer, and steer his course in that direction.  

By the end of this month, all of you should be able to set a compass course. 
Probably all of you have set a course toward a career. There's another kind of 
course that's more important than your career. I'm talking about the character 
course. . Your character is being formed right now by what you do and don't do.  

We have a "compass" for the character course, too. It's the Scout Oath and Law. 
Set your character course using the Oath and Law and you'll have the best kind of 
character.  

You'll be the kind of man that others can trust, rely upon and admire. you'll go to 
the top of the character hill.  

 

63. A SCOUT IS KIND 
Scouts, our Law say's "A Scout is kind. A Scout understand that there is strength in 
being gentle. He treats others as he wants to be treated. He does not hurt or kill 
harmless things without reason. " Some of you may already be hunters. No doubt 
others will hunt as you get older. I have a question for you: Is a hunter following 
the Scout Law when he shoots wild creatures? (Get answers. )  

It seems to me that the key words in this point of the Law are, "without reason," a 
Scout does not hurt or kill without reason. If you're going hunting for food, or to kill  

 

 

pests that are destroying property, or are hunting animals that are dangerous to 
man, you're not hunting without reason. So you are not violating the Scout Law.  
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But never aim at a target you don't intend to hit. And if your target is a living 
creature, be sure you're not killing it without reason. A Scout is kind, and he does 
not blast away just for fun. He shoots only for good reason.  

 

64. A BALANCED MENU FOR LIFE 
Tonight we've spent a lot of time talking about the four food groups we need to be 
healthy. And we've looked up some of those recipes, using those four food groups. 
I hope you'll remember what you've learned when we go on our campout at the 
end of this month because I'm getting tired of hamburgers and hot-dogs.  

But just as a balanced diet of foods is vital for your physical health, so is a balanced 
diet of activities vital for your mental and spiritual health. You all know by now, that 
if you ate nothing but potato chips, candy and soda, you wouldn't stay healthy very 
long. The same idea applies to your activities.  

If you did nothing but play sports all the time, and neglected your schoolwork, your 
religious duties, your Scouting, and other activities with friends, you would be a 
pretty sad case before long. Oh, you might be a good ball player, but that's all. You 
would not make any progress mentally, spiritually or as a person who is a pleasure 
to be around.  

Well, you might say, I love sports. Fine - play them - and play for all your worth. 
But remember that life has many satisfactions besides sports. Don't cut yourself 
from them by spending all your time in one activity.  

Join a school club. Become active in your church’s youth group. Come to every 
troop meeting and activity. Take full advantage of school; don't do just enough 
work to get by. And play sports.  

You can do it all, and if you do I think you'll enjoy life even more than you do now. 

 

65. A SCOUT IS CLEAN 
(Hold up two cooking pots, one shiny bright on the inside but sooty outside, the 
other shiny outside and dirty inside.)  

Scouts, which of these pots would you rather have your food cooked in? Did I hear 
someone say "Neither one. " That's not a bad answer. We wouldn't have much 
confidence in a patrol cook who didn't have his pots shiny both inside and out. But 
if we had to make a choice, we would tell the cook to use the pot that's clean on 
the inside. The same applies to people.  

 

 

 



 

 
Closing Narratives 

  

http://tidworthscoutgroup.terapad.com/ 
 

 
1st Tidworth 
Scout Group 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Most people keep themselves clean on the outside. But how about the inside? Do 
we try to keep our minds and our language clean? I think that's more important 
than keeping the outside clean.  

A Scout of course, should be clean inside and out. Water, soap, and a toothbrush 
takes care of the outside.  

Only your determination will keep the inside clean. You can do it by following the 
Scout Law and the example of the people you respect - your parents, your teacher, 
your clergyman, or a good buddy who is trying to do the same thing.  

 

66. THE TWO KNAPSACKS 
Perhaps you've heard some people say that life is a hike between the cradle and 
the grave. For some, it's a long trip of many moons. For others it's a short trip that 
ends unexpectedly.  

But all of us are equipped for life's trip with two knapsacks - one to be carried on 
the back the other to be carried on the chest.  

The average hiker on the trail of life puts the faults of others into the knapsack on 
his chest so that he can always see them. His own faults he puts in the sack on his 
back so that he can't see them without special effort. He hikes through life 
constantly noticing the faults of other people but usually overlooking his own faults.  

Scouts, this pack arrangement is bad because no one can have a successful life just 
finding fault with other people.  

It's the man who can see his own faults and strives to correct them who enjoys the 
hike through life the most and finally enter the Happy Hunting Ground with 
thanksgiving.  

Let's place the knapsack with our own faults upon our chests and put the bag with 
others' mistakes behind us. That way we'll have a happier hike through life.  

 

67. BREAKING THEM IN 
(Show a pair of well worn hiking boots.) 

These old boots have taken me over a lot of miles of trail. They're really 
comfortable. Whoever coined the expression, "as comfortable as and old shoe," 
must have been talking about these old boots.  

But once, a long time ago, they were brand new and stiff as a board. Oh, I softened 
them up with some polish and saddle soap, but mostly I broke them in by using 
them.  
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One step at a time - that's the way good boots become good friends.  

Good habits are like that, too. The first time you something hard that you know is 
right, you may feel as uncomfortable as a new boot. For instance, maybe a friend 
suggests that the two of you steal the answers to a quiz from the teacher's desk. 
Maybe that doesn't seem too bad -  

bad you know it's wrong and perhaps you hesitate. But you refuse to do it, even 
though your friend call you chicken.  

Nobody likes to be called chicken but you'll be secretly glad you refused. And I'm 
sure you'll find it easier the next time, because, like these boots, good habits 
become more comfortable each time they're used.  

 

68. A SCOUT IS FRIENDLY 
What's the fourth point of the Scout Law? That's right - "A Scout is friendly."  

Do you have as many friends as you'd like to have? Real friends, I mean? The kind 
of guys you're glad to see, and who are glad to see you?  

Well maybe not. Lots of us would like to make more friends, but somehow it 
doesn't seem to happen. Well the secret of making friends is simple - being 
friendly. If you're a put-down artist, or if you're always trying to rip off everybody 
or get the better of them in some way you're not going to have many friends. 
Nobody like to be put down or ripped off.  

The Bible gives the key to making friends. It's called the Golden Rule - "Do unto 
others as you would have them do unto you." That's a great rule to remember in 
everything you do. And it's a perfect prescription for making friends.  

 

69. WILDERNESS PLEDGE 
Scouts, next week we're going to practice some of the skills of what is called 
minimum impact camping, when we're outdoors for our Park Service project. As 
you've ;earned this month, the idea of minimum impact camping is to leave no 
trace that we were ever there when we leave a campsite or hike a trail.  

As part of our opening ceremony tonight we heard a reading of the Outdoor Code. 
You should be familiar with that because we recite it every once in a while and it's 
in your Scout handbook. Now we're going to read and think about a code that goes 
a step further. It's called the Wilderness Pledge.  

The Wilderness Pledge says: "Through good camping and hiking practices, I pledge 
myself to preserve the beauty and splendour of America's wilderness, primitive, and 
backcountry areas. I commit myself to: 'Set a personal example in following the  
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Outdoor Code; train those I lead in the skills and attitudes needed to protect and 
preserve wilderness for future generations; and assure that parties of which I am a 
part observe the hiking and camping standards that will  

'leave no trace' of our passing. " That pledge is particularly important when you go 
into really wild areas of our beautiful country. You are promising that you will 
everything in your power to preserve its beauty for all who follow you.  

Now I would like to join me as we borrow the first phrase of the Scout Oath to 
commit ourselves to the Wilderness Pledge, Please repeat after me: "On my honour 
I will do my best," (Scouts' repeat)  

 

70. INDEPENDENCE DAY 
Everybody loves the Fourth of July. In many communities it's a time for parades, 
fireworks, ball games and picnics.  

Real fun! But we ought not to forget what the Fourth of July really is - the birthday 
of our country - because that's when the Declaration of Independence was adopted 
in 1776, over 200 years ago. Here's a trick question for you. How many stars were 
in the US flag on the first Fourth of July? You're probably going to say 13, because 
there were 13 colonies in America then, but that's wrong.  

In fact, there weren't any stars in the flag. The colonists were using the Grand 
Union Flag, which used the British union symbol and 13 red and white stripes. You 
can see a picture of it in your Official Boy Scout Handbook.  

Stars representing the states first appeared in the US flag 11 years later. Since 
then, starts have been added each time states have joined the union.  

Today we honour this emblem of our country with its 50 stars and 13 stripes 
because it is the symbol of the nation's unity. We use flag ceremonies so often that 
it's easy to forget what the flag means and what the Fourth of July means in this 
country's history.  

Now I'm going to ask our honour patrol to retire the colours. As they do it, let's 
think about the brave men who signed the Declaration of Independence and the 
love of country they passed on to us.  

 

71. SETTING STANDARDS 
As Scouts and as school pupils, you spend a lot of time meeting standards. In 
school your work may be graded on a scale from A through F. In Scouting, you're 
asked to meet a set of standards before you can earn a skill award, merit badge or 
new rank.  
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These are all pretty clear cut standards. Either you can tie a bowline and perform 
rescue breathing, or you  

can't. There's nothing in between. We have other standards in this troop that are 
harder to measure. I'm talking about our standards of behaviour, dress and 
grooming, and Scout-like conduct.  

Soon we're going to go to summer camp (or on tour), and these standards will be 
particularly important then. I'm not saying that they are not important all the time. 
But in summer camp (or on tour) you're not just John Smith, you're representing 
this troop and the whole Boy Scouts of America.  

I hope you'll all remember that and do your best to be neat and clean, wear your 
uniform when it's appropriate, and, above all, to conduct yourselves as Scouts 
should.  

That doesn't mean that you have to be a goody two-shoes. There's a time for 
horseplay, getting mussed up, and teasing. But in this troop, the standard is that 
when the horseplay and games are over, we look like Scouts, sound like Scouts, 
and conduct ourselves like by the Scout Law.  

 

72. A SCOUT IS BRAVE BUT NOT FOOLHARDY 
"What's the 10th point of the Scout Law? That's right, a Scout is brave. It means 
that a Scout is courageous enough to do what needs to be done when someone is 
in danger or when other guys laugh at him because he won't do something he 
knows is wrong.  

"Everybody admires a brave person, even the guy who might laugh at him for not 
going along with a rip-off. But you know, there's sometimes a fine line between 
being brave and being foolhardy or stupid by taking chances that aren't necessary.  

"Right now I'm thinking of the danger when we're in the water. Danger you say, 
what danger? I'm a champion swimmer.  

Maybe so, but the water is dangerous all the same. All it would take is a bad cramp 
or a blow on the head when you're roughhousing in the water, and you could be an 
Olympic gold-winner for all the good it would do you. The cemeteries are full of 
strong swimmers who swam alone into deep water. That's why we have the Safe 
Swim Defence plan and particularly the buddy system when we are in the water. 
And we will insist on using the buddy system every time - no matter whether you 
can't swim a stroke or are the best swimmer in town. "Yes, it's great to be brave - 
and I hope you all are - but around water, we'll be cautious, too. "  
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73. A KEY TO SCOUTING 

(Hold up a car key) 

I have here in my hand a key - a small item as you can see. Yet it will open the 
door to my car, and when properly placed and turned it will start the engine. With 
this little key I can visit faraway places, see wonderful sights, and do so many 
things that were impossible a generation ago. Is it any wonder that I always carry 
this key with me?  

(Hold up a copy of The Official Boy Scout Handbook)  

Your Boy Scout Handbook is a lot like my car key. It is a small item, yet it will open 
the door to Scouting and will speed you on your way to adventure. Sure, you 
probably could get by without using your handbook. I could get by without my car 
key, too, but I'd have to walk and it would be slow.  

I certainly wouldn't get to see all those places I can reach by car.  

Let's not leave our key behind as we enjoy Scouting.  

Use your handbook regularly. Take it with you to meetings and on hikes and 
camping trips. Let your handbook open the door for you.  

 

74. BIG ENOUGH 
Scouts, for hiking you have to use a map scale to measure distance between 
points.  

Tonight I'm thinking of another kind of measuring. I get the feeling that we don't 
realize how often we measure ourselves, day after day.  

When you look at a heavy package and say, "That's too heavy for me to lift," what 
are you measuring? The size of the package - perhaps. But even more you're 
measuring yourself. You are not big enough to handle this package - or perhaps 
you just think you aren't.  

It may be your homework. We say, "It's too much," when we really mean, "I'm not 
enthusiastic enough about that much work".  

You see, in cases like that we're talking about ourselves, really, rather than the 
amount of our homework.  

Our big idea - all over America - is "Be of service. " Some may say, "Oh, it's too 
much bother," but others will prove that they are big enough to measure up to this 
idea.  

When we look at a job we take our own measure.  
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75. OUR FLAG AND OUR OATH 

(Have 3 candle in a holder before you - one red, one white and one blue)  

Have you noticed the strong bond between our flag and our Scout Law? Let me 
show you. (Light the white centre candle.) One of the colours in our flag is white. It 
is the symbol of purity, of perfection. It is like the first point of our Scout Oath, our 
duty to God.  

(Light the red candle.) The colour red in our flag denotes sacrifice and courage, the 
qualities of the founders of our country. Red is the symbol of the second part of the 
Scout Law too. Our duty to other people requires courage to help anyone in trouble 
and the self-sacrifice of putting others first.  

(Light the blue candle.) Blue is the colour of faith. It represents the faith of our 
founding fathers and reminds us of the third part of the Scout Law. Our duty to 
ourselves requires us to be true blue, to be strong in character and principle, to live 
a life of faith in the importance of being good.  

Scouts, rise! Let's have lights out, please. Now, Scout sign. Let us dedicate 
ourselves with our Scout Oath.  

 

76. MAGNETIC INFLUENCE 
(Demonstrate how a magnet destroys the validity of a compass by causing the 
needle to veer from North)  

Scouts, you have learned to rely on your compass. You know that the needle points 
North and will guide you in the wilderness, but you have also seen what happens 
when a magnet is brought near the compass. The magnet is an outside influence on 
the character of the compass.  

Each Scout has an aim in life. He wants to grow up to be physically strong, 
mentally awake and morally straight.  

The points of the Scout Law make up the magnetic field that directs the compass 
needle we follow.  

Just like the magnet, there are influences trying to change our aim. There are 
temptations difficult to overcome - temptations to get by without working, to lie, to 
cheat, to follow the coaxing of friends, and the jeers or threats of enemies.  

If you are going to grow up to be physically strong, mentally awake and morally 
straight, you must not succumb to the attraction of the evil magnets in your life, 
but must be steadfast in your purpose of living up to the ideals of Scouting.  
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77. HOW TO CATCH A MONKEY 

Anybody here want to know how to catch a monkey? Well, I can tell you how they 
do it in India. They take a gourd, cut a small hole in it, and then put some rice 
inside. Then they tie the gourds down securely and wait for the monkey.  

Monkeys are greedy and selfish. I guess you could say anybody who is greedy and 
selfish is a monkey. Anyway, monkeys are so greedy and selfish that they fall for 
the gourd trick every time.  

The monkey sticks his paw into the gourd to get the rice. He grabs a handful - but 
then he can't get his hand out of the gourd. His fist won't go through the small 
hole.  

And he's so greedy and selfish that he won't let go of the handful of rice. He just 
waits there with his greedy fist wrapped around the rice until the men come and 
take him.  

Well, you've got the moral to this story: Don't be greedy and selfish or you may 
make a "monkey" of yourself.  

 

78. NIGHT IS FOR SLEEPING 
You can always spot the greenhorn - the first year camper - as soon as "Taps" 
sounds on the first night in camp. He's the guy who just can't quiet down when the 
time comes for sleeping.  

The experienced camper, comfortable and warm in his bed, knows that night is for 
sleeping - knows that he'll have more fun and be in better shape for all activities 
next day, if he gets a good night's sleep.  

The greenhorn is the fellow who makes an uncomfortable bed with either poor 
insulation or inadequate covers and wakes up in the wee small hours, cold and 
uncomfortable and unable to get back to sleep. The greenhorn can't stand to be 
cold and uncomfortable alone, so he wakes up a few other soundly sleeping fellow 
Scouts to share his discomfort.  

This, naturally, makes him an unpopular guy, not only with the fellows that he 
intentionally woke up, but with all the other campers who are roused by the noise 
created by the greenhorn out chopping wood to keep warm.  

Don't be a camp greenhorn. Night is for sleeping. Be quiet after "Taps" until you get 
to sleep, and if you wake up early in the morning, don't give away your 
inexperience by getting up. Stay in bed until "Reveille. "  
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79. A SCOUT IS CHEERFUL 

Two brothers once decided to leave their hometown and move to the city. Outside 
the city the first brother met an old man. "How are the people here?" asked the 
first brother.  

"Well, how were the people in your hometown?" asked the old man in return.  

"Aw, they were always grumpy and dissatisfied," answered the first brother. "There 
wasn't a single one among them worth bothering about. "  

"And," the old man said, "you'll find that the people here are exactly the same!"  

Later the other brother came along. "How are the people in this city?" he asked. 
"How were the people in your hometown?" the old man asked as before.  

"Fine!" said the other brother. "Always cheerful, always kind and understanding!"  

"You will find that the people her are exactly the same!" said the old man again, for 
he was a wise old man who knew that the attitude of the people you meet depends 
upon your own state of mind. If you are cheerful and frank and good-humoured, 
you'll find others the same.  

 

80. STICK TO IT 
(Hold up an envelope that has been delivered by mail)  

Scouts, the postage stamp you see on this envelope was given the job of making 
sure that this important piece of mail was delivered to me. The stamp is pretty 
small but, in spite of its size, it did the job.  

In your patrols, each of you has the responsibility of "delivering the mail" in order 
that your patrol becomes a success. Like the postage stamp, it isn't your size that 
determined how well you do the job, rather, how well you stick to it.  

We can't all be good at all things. Some are better at physical skill, some at mental 
tasks.  

Remember the stamp. It did the job in spite of its size by sticking to the job. Make 
up your mind that you can do the same thing. Just determine to do your best - and 
stick to it until the job is done.  

 

81. RESPECT FOR THE FLAG 
Have one red, one white and one blue piece of cloth and a US flag.  

What is our flag? You might say it's a piece of cloth. Would that be right? Well, it's 
true that these pieces of cloth could make a US flag, but then we would have more  
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than a piece of cloth, wouldn't we? What is our flag then? It's a symbol of our 
country, of the principle for which we stand. It's a guarantee of protection and 
security for us. And isn't it a thrill to see our flag flying at the top of a tall staff?  

The blue in our flag is a symbol of faith and loyalty - the faith and loyalty of our 
country's founders. The red in our flag denotes sacrifice, the sacrifices made to 
establish our nation. The white of her stars and alternate stripes stands for purity of 
heart and mind. Yes the colours stand for bravery, loyalty and purity.  

Is there anything in these pieces of cloth by themselves that demands our respect? 
No. The y could be made into an apron just as easily as a flag. We could mop the 
floor with them or wipe our shoes with them. But the flag these pieces of cloth 
could make represents our great nation and everything the United States stands 
for. That's why, Scouts, we give our flag the respect and loyalty that we owe the 
United States of America.  

 

82. EVERYONE CAN WIN 
In a competitive rally we have winners and losers in the various events, yet it is 
possible for everyone to win something. A losing patrol can win in spirit and morale, 
if the fellows work as a team and gain a better understanding of one another. It can 
win respect in the eyes of all Scouts, if patrol members show good sportsmanship. 
A patrol that loses in competition can still win, if in the process of losing the Scouts 
in the patrol gain in the knowledge of Scouting skills so they will be more proficient 
in future meets of this type.  

Sure it's nice to win, but with the right attitude, losers frequently benefit more in 
the long run than do the winners. Nobody enters a competitive rally planning to 
lose, but if this should be your lot, make the best of it - take advantage of the 
things learned in losing and determine to build your patrol teamwork and skill so 
that the next time someone else will be the loser.  

 

83. LIGHT YOUR LAW 
(Light an ordinary match, hold it up until it has burned for a few seconds, and then 
blow it out, break it and then throw it away)  

Scouts, you're all familiar with a common match, and know that with it you can 
start a fire - a fire that will keep you warm, cook your food, and add cheer after 
dark. After using a match to light your fire, you break it to be sure it is out, and 
discard it.  

The Scout Law is somewhat like this match. We use it to light the good things 
inside us, but unlike the match we  
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threw away, we should keep the Scout Law to use over and over - in our Scout 
activities, in our daily living at home,  

in school, in our work and play, and in the future as we grow into manhood. We 
don't discard the Scout Law after the troop meeting or even in later years when we 
are no longer Boy Scouts. The things it represents are as true and meaningful to 
adults as they are to Scouts.  

If you follow the Scout Law everyday, the points of the Law will become so much a 
part of your life that when you grow up and enter the world of adults, you will be 
able to stand erect and look everyone squarely in the face and say, "I am a man. "  

Let's all stand, give the Scout sign, and repeat the Scout Law. 

 

84. BE "IN UNIFORM" 
Scouts, what would you think of a policeman in full uniform except for trousers 
which were of bright plaid material? How about a hospital intern wearing a sport 
coat over is white uniform while on duty? Or what would you think of a train 
conductor wearing a fireman's cap or, even more absurd, an airline pilot wearing 
the silks of a jockey as he boarded the plane?  

They'd all be "out of uniform," wouldn't they? With some of the outfits mentioned, 
you would be sure what they really were.  

Scouts, we have a uniform, too. We have a full uniform - not just a neckerchief or 
just a shirt, but like the people I just mentioned, we have a full uniform. When we 
don't wear the full uniform, we are just as "out of uniform" as the policeman with 
the plaid pants.  

The Flag Code says that when we are "in uniform" we salute the flag with the Scout 
salute, but when "out of uniform" we salute by holding our right hand over our 
heart.  

How do you think a Scout should salute the flag if he's wearing blue jeans or chinos 
or some other non-official dress along with part of the uniform? He's not "in 
uniform," is he?  

 

85. A SCOUT IS THRIFTY 
Scouts, here I have a handful of sand, and in my other hand I have a piece of 
topsoil, just sod. Do you see much difference in them?  

Yes you're right. There's the difference between poverty and wealth here - the 
difference between starvation and prosperity for all people. This sand represents a 
civilization that once flourished and is now dead because of misuse of resources.  
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People took from the soil and put nothing back.  

But this sod is different because it contains the miracle power of growth. This sod is 
topsoil enriched through many years.  

Our very existence depends on the narrow margin of about 6" of topsoil that covers 
much of our planet. Without it, we cannot survive.  

If all the topsoil of the world eroded, what would people live on? Food can't be 
raised on sand or rock.  

What things can we do, as Scouts and as citizens, to help people better understand 
the importance of this (gesturing with the sod) and not just let our land drift to this 
(sand) - with the topsoil allowed to waste away?  

 

86. WORKING TOGETHER 
(Equipment - 20 wooden matches held together with a rubber band. See that all 
the matches are even in the bundle so the package will stand on end. Stand the 
matches on the floor in front of the Scouts. )  

Scouts, you'll notice the matches in front of you stand easily when they're all bound 
together with the rubber band.  

But, look at what happens when I try to stand them after removing the band.  

(Take the rubber band off and attempt to stand them up. Of course they fall in all 
directions.)  

Our troop is like a bunch of matches. As long as we work together as a team, 
bound together by the ties of Scouting, we will stand together as a strong troop. 
But if we remove those ideas of Scouting, and each man thinks only of himself, 
we'll be like that bunch of matches when the rubber band was taken off.  

As we all live up to the ideals of the Scout Oath, Law, Motto and Slogan, we will be 
wrapping ourselves with the band that will strengthen our troop and make sure that 
it stands for the things that make Scouting great.  

 

87. WHAT MONEY CAN'T BUY 
(Hold up some money) 

All of you recognize this and know that it will buy certain things. It can purchase a 
candy bar, a stamp, or a little time on a parking meter. Add more money and you 
can do bigger things.  

However, there are many things that money, no matter how much you have, 
cannot buy. Some of these include the love of your family, freedom friendships, and  
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the great out-of-doors.  

You can't place a value on Scouting, either. We couldn't pay salaries high enough to 
get all the help we have. Nor could we place a value on the memorable 
experiences, the camping trips, the hikes and the fun of campfires.  

People can't pay us for the Good Turns we do, and isn't that a good thing? Such 
payment would take away the good feeling that we have when we do things for 
others.  

Remember, this money can buy many things, but not the things that really count in 
human happiness and dignity.  

 

88. BADGE, BOOK AND CANDLE 
(Place a Scout badge, The official Scout Handbook, and a lighted candle on a table)  

Scouts, since 1910 these three things have been significant in the Boy Scouts of 
America.  

The badge is the symbol of Scouting throughout the United States. Similar badges 
are used by Scouts all over the world. It is the sign of a universal brotherhood of 
men and boys of the free world.  

There are many books that are important to good Scouts; the handbooks to help us 
with Scoutcraft skills; the merit badge pamphlets with information about special 
skills; and, most important of all, the Bible to guide our daily lives.  

A candle is a symbol of the light of Scouting that penetrates the darkness of hate, 
prejudice, war, strife, and distrust. It is a light that must be kept burning in the 
heart of every Scout, now, and as he grows into manhood.  

 

89. THE GOOD TURN 
(Hold up an ordinary mechanical pencil with the lead turned in so that it will not 
write. Use this pencil as if writing on a sheet of paper and then hold up the paper to 
show that there is no writing on it. )  

Scouts, this pencil won't write. It doesn't leave a mark on this piece of paper. But if 
we give it a Good Turn (at this point turn the pencil so the lead comes out), it now 
becomes useful and will leave a mark on a sheet of paper.  

The Good Turn we gave the pencil made it useful. The Good Turns we do in our 
daily lives are the things that make us useful. The Good Turn enables us to be 
useful in our home, school, community and nation. The Good Turn raises us above 
the ordinary. It makes our lives worthwhile.  
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90. THANK YOU, DAD 

Now, Scouts, don't answer this question out loud, but how long has it been since 
you said, "Thank you, Dad. " I'm afraid that too often we take our fathers for 
granted.  

I suppose it might be awkward to try to say - in words - "Thanks Dad, I appreciate 
everything you do for me - and with me. " And of course, if we merely said those 
words and stopped there, they'd be a pretty empty kind of thanks, wouldn't they? I 
wonder just how a fellow can go about saying thank you to his father and mother. 
The best way that we can show our appreciation is by making our parents proud of 
us, happy over the kind of fellows we are and are trying to be.  

No matter what else we do as a gesture to show appreciation on Father's Day, 
certainly we want to do our very best to be the kind of fellows that are dads can be 
proud of all through the year.  

 

91. PICKING ON HIM 
On a hike or in camp we reveal our true selves most. Did you ever know a Scout 
who thought people were always picking on him?  

I recall a boy who pitched his tent carelessly and it blew down on him in the middle 
of the night. He tried hard to blame it on someone else, but finally had to admit to 
himself, "Well, I guess it was my own fault. "  

Another time he burned a steak. "It was the fire's fault," he insisted, until the other 
fellows laughed at him and showed him how the same bed of coals could help turn 
out a well-cooked steak.  

Things usually happen to us because we set the stage for them. Actually, people 
are too busy to spend their time picking on us.  

When something goes wrong, the first place to look for the cause is within 
ourselves.  

 

92. YOUR DEVELOPMENT 
(Show a roll or package of camera film) 

If you looked at this roll of film before development, you cannot tell what kind of 
picture it will make. Film looks exactly the same after snapping the shutter as it did 
before.  

But after development, the image appears on the film and you can see what the 
picture will be when it is printed.  
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As I look at you Scouts, I wonder how your exposure has been. You all look the 
same on the surface, yet I know there are differences within each of you. Like the 
film, you have been exposed to good and bad things that will make an impression 
when you develop.  

Unlike the film, you have brains. You know what is inside yourself and can do 
something to make certain your development is good.  

Follow the ideals of Scouting - the Slogan, Motto, Scout Oath and Law. If you live 
according to those high standards, you can be sure your development will be good 
as you grow older, and you will be able to enter manhood fully prepared to be a 
good citizen of our great nation.  

 

93. YOUR BASIC SURVIVAL TOOL 
If someone told you that you would be dropped from a plane in the heart of the 
Canadian wilderness and could pick one tool, implement or instrument to take with 
you, what would you choose? Would it be a rifle, pistol or similar weapon? How 
about a tent or sleeping bag? Or would a box of matches be more useful?  

An experienced woodsman was asked this question and without hesitation he said, 
"My Ax. " He said that with his axe he could defend himself, build shelter, cut 
materials to make snares and fishing equipment to make food. The steel in his axe 
would strike a spark from the rocks in the area and provide him with fire. He said 
that in this day of marvellous inventions, only the simple axe could do all these 
things and guarantee his survival.  

If the axe is so important to the experienced woodsman, shouldn't we be a little 
more respectful of it? Shouldn't we learn how to use it correctly, to care for it, and 
always to keep it sharp and ready for emergency use?  

The woodsman, when he said, "My axe," really meant, "My sharp axe, unrusted, 
with a tight head, ready for hard use. " An axe that doesn't meet these standards is 
pretty useless. Let's be sure our axes are always ready for use.  

 

94. CAMP IS A CITY 
As we look at local government, perhaps we can gain a better understanding of its 
duties and responsibilities, if we compare it with our own troop experience in camp.  

A camp is a city in many ways. First of all, the camp has certain rules and 
regulation (laws) developed for the good of all campers. Then of course, someone 
must enforce these laws, and it is the responsibility of troop leaders (police and 
courts) to see that camp regulations are followed. Wherever groups of people live 
there is need for fire protection, and the camp is no exception. We organize a troop  
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fire guard (firemen) while we are in camp to protect our property from the danger 
of fire.  

Sanitation, including proper disposal of refuse and garbage, must be taken care of 
both in the city and in camp. In our patrol rotation of duties we have kitchen and 
campsite "cleaner-uppers" (sanitation department).  

There are other similarities between camp and city, but the ones I've mentioned 
are enough to point out the value of participating citizenship. You all know what 
happens in camp when we have indifferent citizens. Everyone suffers because of 
the failure of a few. The same thing is true in a government.  

 

95. YOUR MARK - WHICH WILL IT BE? 
(Hold up a plaster cast of a track. ) 

Scouts, here you see permanent evidence that an animal (or bird) has passed along 
the way. Before we made the cast, the track was pretty temporary - a few hours of 
wind and rain and all signs of the animal's passing would be erased. By making the 
cast, we preserved the track for future generations of Scouts to view.  

Our lives can make a temporary or permanent mark in the world according to the 
way we live. Most of us probably never will be great leaders of nations or famous in 
the arts or sciences, but we can still leave a permanent mark on this earth by the 
things we do for others.  

The daily Good Turn is one way to start making your mark, because as you give of 
yourself to others in unselfish service, you are making changes in their lives and 
yours. Those who change the lives of others make a permanent mark in the world, 
because the good they do lives on long after they have passed along the way.  

Has each of you done his Good Turn today? Have you decided to consciously seek 
out opportunities for service to others and not just wait until you happen to see a 
need?  

Decide now to leave your permanent track as you pass through the years.  

 

96. HEAT, FUEL AND OXYGEN 
(Hold a lighted candle while talking. Room lights may be turned off, if desired. )  

Scouts, here you see a plain ordinary candle - a candle such as we use in our Court 
of Honour ceremonies.  

This candle needs three things to keep it burning. These three things are heat, fuel 
and oxygen. The heat was provided by the match I used to start it burning. The 

fuel is the melted wax which is absorbed by the wick.  
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The oxygen comes from theair around us.  

If we remove any one of these three things, the candle will go out. If there is no 
heat, the wax will not melt. If the wax is not melted, the wick cannot absorb the 
fuel, and if the air were cut off, the candle would soon go out.  

In the same way, Scouts, you and I need three things to do our tasks in life. These 
things are related to your body, your mind and your spirit.  

In dedication yourselves to the Scout Oath, you pledge that you will do your best to 
make these three things meaningful in your life. You pledge to keep yourselves 
physically strong, mentally awake and morally straight.  

We need these three things to do our job, just as the candle needs heat, fuel and 
oxygen to keep burning.  

 

97. A SCOUT IS TRUSTWORTHY 
An architect who had just finished college was trying to get his business established 
and was having a hard time doing it. He still owed money for some of his college 
expenses and saw his debts piling up. Each day he became more and more worried, 
until he was looking around desperately for a solution.  

Then a wealthy man, who had been a good friend of his father, came to him one 
day. "I want you to build me a house," he said. "Build it of the finest materials. 
Spare no expense. Build it as if it were for yourself and you had all the money in 
the world. Here is an advance on your fee. I will be gone for some months, so take 
full charge. "  

It was like a dream to the young architect. The advance enabled him to wipe out all 
his debts, and he knew that he could be married soon. For when the house was 
finished, he could expect other good commissions. Then his reputation would be 
established solidly. So he set to work with great joy.  

As the building progressed, the architect was struck with an idea. The owner would 
not be back for months. No one was keeping check on the building. He could build 
the house just as he pleased. So he began to use second-rate materials where they 
wouldn't show. As he went on this way, he figured he would make an extra ten 
thousand dollars for himself, because, of course, he would charge the owner for the 
best materials throughout.  

Well, the house finally was finished and the owner came back. The man was 
pleased. "It's beautiful," he said. "But, unfortunately I will never live in it. While I 
was travelling, I made some investments in Europe that will keep me there perhaps 
permanently. And I want you to have this house as a wedding present from me. It's 
so beautiful! It's a true picture of your own character, true and loyal all the way  
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through!  

Imagine how the young architect felt! Yes, the house was a picture of his own 
character, and would be there to remind him of his cheating for as long as he lived.  

 

98. THE IMPORTANCE OF KNOWLEDGE 
(Have an assistant leader enter the room with a bloody wound on his head. Use 
catsup or food colouring mixed with cold cream to make blood)  

Scouts, we have a bad bleeding case here. I'd better fix him up. (Use neckerchief to 
make an arm sling on the assistant, ignoring the head wound. )  

Well, I fixed him up pretty good, right? No? What's wrong? That's a pretty stupid 
mistake, isn't it? What should I have done? (Get answers).  

The point we're making here is, that bad first aid is worse than no first aid at all. In 
first aid, you have to know what you're are doing. You don't have to be a doctor to 
do it right, but you do have to understand what the problem is and then take the 
proper action. That's what we're learning this month.  

All of you know that the First Aid skill award is required for Second Class and the 
merit badge is required for First Class. So the subject is important for your 
advancement. But knowing first aid is important for its own sake, not just for 
advancement. That's why I hope every Scout in this troop become proficient in first 
aid this month.  

 

99. KEEP YOUR COOL 
Scouts, I have a sort of trick question for you. Think before you answer. What's the 
most important thing for a first aider to do?  

Call for help? No, that's often very important, but it's not the first. Check for 
breathing? No - again, that's obviously vital, but it's not the fist thing.  

The most important thing for a first aider to do is this: Stay cool. Don't act in a 
panic. Think first!  

Often you must act fast when a person needs first aid.  

But think first! That's not always easy to do in a real-life accident or serious illness, 
but it is essential. It's easy  

to be calm and cool when we're practicing first aid here in the troop room. It's not 
so easy when an accident victim is not breathing or when blood is spurting out of a 
severed artery. In those situations you must act fast.  

But begin training yourself now to stay cool and think before you take action. Then  
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if you're ever in a real crisis situation, you will remember the first aider's first rule - 
stay cool and think.  

 

100. GOOD TURN HUNT 
Our program theme this month is called "Good Turn Hunt. " Makes it sound like 
Good Turns are really hard to find, doesn't it?  

They're not really. If you always remember that a Scout is kind and a Scout is 
courteous, you'll find yourself doing Good Turns all the time without thinking about 
it - helping another student pick up his dropped books, for instance, or taking out 
the garbage at home without being asked.  

This month we're learning skills that some day might be much more important. . 
With first aid skills, you may save a life. So our Good Turn Hunt is partly a hunt for 
those skills. Later this month, we're going start a hunt for a big Good Turn we'll do 
it in February for our chartered organization. That's part of this program theme, 
too.  

But always - every day - you should be conducting your own Good Turn Hunt by 
remembering that a Scout is kind and courteous.  

 

 
 

101. THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
This month we've been talking a lot about the Good Turn. The Good Turn idea has 
been a tradition of the Boy Scouts of America for almost 75 years now, but it's been 
around a lot longer than that.  

Let me tell you about a man who practiced the Good Turn hundreds of years ago. A 
man was travelling down a road when he was ambushed by thieves. They robbed 
him and almost beat him to death.  

As he lay there bleeding, several people passed by him. They didn't want to get 
involved. Then a man who believed in Good Turns happened along.  

Using his own clothing, he improvised bandages and poured wine on the man's 
wounds as an antiseptic.  

Can you guess who the rescuer was? I'll give you a hint: the story is in the Bible. 
Yes, the rescuer was the Good Samaritan. He has been famous down through the 
ages because he cared enough to help a suffering person, and because he knew 
enough first aid to help.  
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In Scouting, you are learning to be a Good Samaritan, too - to care enough to help 
a person who needs it, and also to know what to do.  

Let's all aim to be Good Samaritans as we go through life. That, after all, is part of 
what Scouting means - to help other people at all times. We can say the same thing 
in another way by again going to the Bible. It says, "Do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you. "  

 

102. YOU'VE GOT TO GET IT OVER 
You've probably seen a baseball pitcher who can throw a ball through a brick wall, 
but he can't throw strikes. In baseball, if you don't have control, you don't win.  

That's true for all of us, not just pitchers. Self-control and self discipline are vital to 
any man. A man must be able to control his tongue, his appetite and his body and 
brain if he's going to get anywhere.  

A long time ago, a sportswriter named Grantland Rice wrote a little poem that 
expresses the idea very well. The poem is called "Over the Plate" and it goes like 
this:  

It counts not what you have, my friend,  

When the story is told at the game's far end;  

The greatest brawn and the greatest brain,  

The world has known may be yours in vain;  

 

 

The man with control is the one who counts,  

And it's how you use what you've got that counts;  

Have you got that bead? Are you aiming straight?  

How much of your effort goes over the plate? 

  

103. SET OF THE SAILS 
"If you have ever been sailing, or at least watched sailboats, you may have noticed 
that two sailboats can sail in different directions in the same breeze. The trick is in 
knowing how to set your sails. That's true of Scouts' progress, too. Let me read a 
very short play to explain what I mean. "  
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"Act 1: Curtain. Two boys enter to join a Scout troop. Curtain closes. Time passes. 
The curtain parts again. "  

"Act 2: Same scene two or three years later. Where are the Scouts who joined the 
troop in act 1? There's one! He's an Eagle now. And there's the other! But he's only 
wearing the Second Class badge. Why? They both had the same chance. One of 
them sailed ahead, taking advantage of all opportunities. The other just limped 
along. It must be the set of their sails.  

"Poet Ella Wheeler Wilcox said it this way:  

One ship drives east and an other drives west,  

With the selfsame winds that blow,  

'Tis the set of the sails and not the gales,  

Which tells us the way to go. "  

 

104. A WARPED WHEEL 
Scouts, if you loosen five or six adjoining spokes on a bicycle wheel, it will warp out 
of shape so that it no longer makes a true circle. Pretty soon you're going to have a 
bumpy ride.  

Your character is something like a bike wheel. The spokes are a series of rules that 
in Scouting we call the Scout Law. The points of our Scout Law are guides to help 
you stay straight and true. If you get loose and sloppy on any point of the Scout 
Law, the result will be the same as loosening the spokes on a bike wheel. Your 
personality will be warped and out of shape.  

One way to stay true to yourself is to see that your observance of the Scout Law is 
always foremost in your mind.  

When doubts creep in and you might consider violating one of the points of the 
Law, think about the warped, out of shape bike wheel and resolve to live up to the 
ideals of Scouting.  

 

105. HEY KIDS 
Just before you go to sleep tonight, check this list:  

Did you get up on time? Did you make your bed?  

Did you eat a good breakfast? Did you read something interesting?  

Did you learn something? Were you polite,  

Did you help a friend? Did you do some work around the house?  
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Did you try to earn some money to help pay for your clothes?  

Did you think about your future? Did you read a newspaper or watch a newscast?  

Did you brush your teeth? Twice?  

Did you tell your parents how much you love them?  

Imagine how good you'll feel about yourself, if you can say "Yes" to these 
questions, today, and every day.  

 

106. WHERE ARE YOU? 
Your third grade teacher said you had a problem with math. You gave up on math, 
and you eliminated two-thirds of the jobs available in the world. Somebody decided 
the Navy needed a cook. After your hitch, you opened a restaurant.  

Mother was a nurse. Now you are. Why are you where you are? Because you want 
to be there? Think about it. Maybe you ought to be somewhere else. Maybe it's not 
too late to figure out where, and how to get there.  

 

107. LITTLE THINGS 
Most of us miss out on life's big prizes. The Pulitzer, The Nobel, Oscars, Tonys, 
Emmys. But we're all eligible for life's small pleasures. A pat on the back, a kiss 
behind the ear, a four pound bass, a full moon, an empty parking space, a crackling 
fire, a great meal, a glorious sunset, hot soup, cold beer. Don't fret about copping 
life's grand awards.  

Enjoy its tiny delights. There's plenty for all of us.  

 
 
 

108. LEISURE 
Scouts, I wonder how many of us are really mentally awake, keep our eyes open 
and are really aware of what goes on around us. I mean in this fast paced world in 
which we live in, how many of us ever stop to think and take a look around us at all 
the beautiful things that God has given us that we simply take for granted. What if 
they were suddenly all gone one day, maybe tomorrow. The reality of this is only 
too close sometimes, isn't it? A poet William H Davies in his poem LEISURE sums 
up very well the unfortunate truth of reality today. It goes like this:  

What is this life if full of care,  
 



 

 
Closing Narratives 

  

http://tidworthscoutgroup.terapad.com/ 
 

 
1st Tidworth 
Scout Group 

 
 
 
 
 

 

No time to see, in broad daylight,  

We have no time to stand and stare.  
Streams full of stars, like skies at night.  

No time to stand beneath the boughs,  
No time to turn at beauty's glance,  

And stare as long as sheep and cows.  
And watch her feet, how they can dance.  

No time to see, when woods we pass.  
No time to wait till her mouth can,  

Where squirrels hide there nuts in grass.  
Enrich the smile her eyes began.  

No time to see, in broad daylight, 
A poor life this if, full of care.  

Streams full of stars, like skies at night.  
We have no time to stand and stare.  

Are you mentally awake, Scouts?  

 

 

109. WHATEVER HAPPENED TO "YES PLEASE" 
It went the way of  
"Thank you,"  
"Excuse me,"  
"Yes, sir. "  

Do you know who just about killed all those phrases? All of us. We did not use them 
enough. We now get, 
"Huh?" 
"What?"  
 

 

"Gimme more. "  

Mannerly responses are learned at home. Rude, barbaric responses are also learned 
at home.  

William of Wykeham, who was born in 1324 said,  

"Manners maketh man. "  
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If we're so smart in the 20th century,  

How come we're not as civilized as William was in the 14th century?  

To the person who says, "Huh?", pass this message along.  

 

110. YOUR LABEL 
Smart shoppers read the labels when they go to the supermarket. Product labels 
tell them a number of things:  

Whether the can or package contains beans, corn, flour, or pork chops; what 
ingredients it contains; what it costs; the weight of the product. The label also 
carries the trademark of the packer or manufacturer. You may learn a lot by 
reading labels.  

In Scouting, we carry around our own labels. The uniform itself is a kind of label. It 
tells people that we are Scouts and that we are trying to live by the Scout Oath and 
Law.  

If they know anything about Scouting, the badges we wear are labels, too. The 
badges describe some of the ingredients that make up your package - how far you 
have progressed and whether you're now a leader in the troop.  

How well does your label describe the contents of your package? Can it be said of 
you: "The enclosed package lives up to the Oath and Law? He is prepared to help in 
emergencies and does a good turn daily?"  

And is it true that the badge of rank you wear honestly reflects your Scouting skills? 
I'm quite sure it does because  

we don't give badges in this troop to Scouts who haven't earned them.  

Wear your label, your uniform and its badges, proudly. And remember that it tells a 
lot about you and about your pledge to the Scout Oath and Law.  

 
111. ON PATRIOTISM 

True patriotism is more than getting a lump in your throat when the flag passes by. 
It involves determination on your part to se that America remains free. It involves  

your willingness to put the best interest of the nation ahead of your own self-
interest. Single interests may be important. But the art of democracy is the ability 
to recognize the common good. The ability to give and not just to take. 231 million 
people can pull our nation apart or pull it together. Which way did you pull today?  
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112. HE'S NO ORDINARY BOY 

When a Scout becomes an Eagle Scout he's still a boy. Only a little more than a 
million Scouts have ever advanced to Scouting's highest rank. Some 1. 5% of the 
more than 40 million Scouts who have started out on the Eagle trail since the 
beginning of Scouting in America 79 years ago completed the trip. The Eagle has 
tramped a long, rugged and rewarding trail. No two Eagle Scouts are exactly alike, 
yet all are fundamentally alike. By noting some of these fundamentals , an insight 
might be glimpsed of what an Eagle Scout is. The final result is the uses the boy 
makes of them as he grows into manhood.  

He has learned that reverence to God comes before all other things. He knows that 
respect for the rights and convictions of others is part of his duty to God and his 
fellow man. He demonstrates the true meaning of loyalty, although he may not be 
able to define it. He has learned discipline and teamwork and how to apply them in 
his daily living. He has developed his own code of honour based on the ideals of 
Scouting. He has learned that physical bravery may require less courage than 
standing up for one's convictions. He has perseverance and determination: He must 
have if he is to attain Eagle rank. He has the knowledge that nature gives to those 
who seek it. He has Scouting skills that will be invaluable to him all his life. He 
presents a cheerful outlook on life even in the face of hardships and 
disappointments. He has more than a vague idea of what duty to his country is: he 
knows it starts with duty to God, his family and himself. He eagerly seeks the 
underlying peace offered by God through his wilderness and wildlife. He's a 
qualified junior leader. He realizes his obligation to the movement that gives him 
the opportunity to gain and develop those attributes of character.  

 

113. THE MOST ELUSIVE GIFT OF ALL 
If you asked most sane and temperate men and women throughout the world what 
they wanted most for the holidays, their first choice wouldn't come in a magnificent 
box with a fancy ribbon. They couldn't find it on a colourful page of a fat Christmas 
catalogue. They wouldn't see it glistening out at them from a window of a smart 
boutique. Because it's the most precious and elusive gift of all. . . peace on earth.  

 
114. PASS IT ON 

What magic there is in togetherness alone. Unshared. Undivided. Far away in your 
soft green world of solitude of things to fill the dreams of childhood. The music of 
wind in the pines. Firelight. Night sounds. Only for a while will you stand the tallest 
tree in the forest. Capture those fleeting moments. While the child is learning 
Scouting, Scouting will teach the child.  
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And the child will need the green world someone else gave you. Pass it on.  

 

115. LOOKING FORWARD TO YOUR CAREER 
How many of you think you know what career you will choose when you become 
men? Most of you have plenty of time to make up your mind, and probably you'll 
change your ideas before you really get serious about a career.  

The reason I asked the question is that this month you have a chance to do some 
career exploration as we sample a few merit badges. You know there are more than 
100 merit badges and probably half of them are related to careers. So your years in 
Scouting are a great opportunity to take close look at the world of work.  

Don't miss the chance. It's a chance not only to find out which careers interest you, 
but it's also a chance to find out which careers you don't like. That's a good thing to 
find out now, if you can, so you don't spend a lot of time thinking about a career 
that's not for you.  

If you're on the trail to Eagle - and I hope everybody here is - you have to worry 
about getting the required merit badges - First Aid, Safety, Camping, the three 
Citizenship badges, and so on. But for the other merit badges you'll need, don't just 
pick the ones that look easiest. Use the opportunity offered by merit badges to 
explore working careers and meet people in those careers. When it's time for you to 
decide on a career you'll be glad you did. 

  

117. CARING FOR TOOLS 
(Show various hand tools) 

Tools like these are essential in making repairs around the house and in doing the 
kind of community Good Turn we're planning this month. You couldn't do the job 
without them.  

But they must be in good condition. If your hammer head is loose, the hammer 
becomes a dangerous weapon. If your saw blade is dull, it makes the work harder 
and you also run the risk of cutting yourself if the blade jumps out of the groove. 
And if your screwdriver's blade is all beat up, you're going to ruin a lot of screws.  

 

 

Your character is like a set of tools. Think of your character as a set of attributes we 
talk about in the Scout Law - trustworthy, loyal, helpful and so on. If you're not 
trustworthy, that part of your character is like a hammer with a loose head. You 
could be dangerous to others because no-one could depend on you to do what had  
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to be done in an emergency. If you're not loyal, you're like a dull saw blade - not 
reliable when the chips are down.  

A good craftsman keeps his tools in excellent shape because they are his livelihood. 
A good Scout keeps his character in excellent shape because he knows that the 
attributes that make up his character are his most precious possession. Let's 
remind ourselves of that by joining in the Scout Law.  

 

118. BE PROUD 
You can't watch TV or read a newspaper today without hearing the word 
"community. " There's talk about the black community, the Hispanic community, 
the business community and the scientific community. Wherever there are people 
with the same interests, they're a community.  

You're part of a community, too. It's our neighbourhood (or town). As a resident of 
this community, you have some common interests with everybody else that lives 
there. You want it to be clean and safe with pleasant streets, good schools and 
friendly people - a place you can be proud of.  

Well, there's something you can do about that. In fact we're going to do something 
about it next week with our Good Turn. But you can do more. You can avoid 
littering, for example, and it won't hurt you to pick up other people'  

s litter either. You can be a good citizen in school and thus make your school 
better.  

Be proud of you community. And let's all do our part to make it a place we all can 
be proud of.  

 

119. YOU'RE THE FINEST 
In just two hundred years, your country, through freedom and hard work, has 
changed the world. In agriculture, industry, education, medicine, law, 
transportation, and on and on. No country can match America's record in religious 
freedom, civil freedom, human rights, and the importance and dignity of the 
individual. We do have our differences. But when we join together in times of crisis, 
our strength is awesome. Among all the world's nations, America still stands out in 
front. You're an American. You're the finest ever - and don't you ever, ever forget 
it.  
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120. WHAT ARE WE DOING TO OURSELVES? 

Many books offer answers on how to live our lives. But, there's one book that raises 
questions about what kind of lives we lead. It's the phone book. It has hotlines for 
Alcohol Problems, Battered Women, Child Abuse Drugs, Elderly Abuse, Gamblers 
Anonymous, Rape Crisis, Runaways, VD Information, and more. Why so much 
misery? What went wrong? Don't we know what we're doing to ourselves?  

 

121. AIM SO HIGH YOU'LL NEVER BE BORED 
The greatest waste of our natural resources is the number of people who never 
achieve their potential. Get out of that slow lane. Shift into that fast lane. If you 
think you can't, you won't. If you think you can, there's a good chance you will. 
Even making the effort will make you feel like a new person. Reputations are made 
by searching for the things that can't be done and doing them. Aim low boring. Aim 
high soaring.  

 

122. THE SNAKE THAT POISONS EVERYBODY 
It topples governments, wrecks marriages, ruins careers, busts reputations, causes 
heartaches, nightmares, indigestion, spawns suspicion, generates grief, dispatches 
innocent people to cry in their pillows. Even its name hisses. It's called gossip. 
Office gossip, shop gossip, party gossip. It makes headlines and headaches. Before 
you repeat a story, ask yourself: Is it true? Is it fair? is it necessary? If not, shut 
up.  

 

123. THE REAL WAY TO HAPPINESS 
Who can tell me what the Scout slogan is? That's right, "Do a Good Turn daily". The 
handbook tells us that a Good Turn is an extra act of kindness. It might be a big 
thing like saving somebody's life with courage and skill. Or could be some small act 
like picking up trash on the street or helping a child get his kite out of a tree.  

There are two good reasons for doing Good Turns. One of them, obviously, is that it 
makes other people happy. But you will find, if you do a Good Turn daily, that it 
makes you feel good, too. Baden Powell, the man who started Scouting in England 
almost 80 years ago, said this about a Good Turn: "The real way to get happiness is 
by giving it to other people. " Everyone of us should be doing our Good Turn daily. 
Are you? If you don't think about it very often, it's a good idea to start now. We'' be 
reminding ourselves later this month when we do a troop Good Turn for 
___________.  
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But if you have the Scouting Spirit, you will do your best to follow the Scout slogan 
in your daily life with some small service to your family, your teacher, your friends, 
or a perfect stranger.  

 

128. MEASURE YOURSELF BY THE GOLDEN RULE 
(Show an ordinary ruler) 

What do I have here? Right, it's a ruler. Some people call it a rule. This one isn't 
golden but it does remind me of the Golden Rule. Do you know what the Golden 
Rule is?  

"Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. " That's a great guide for 
living, Scouts. If we always followed that rule, we would always be kind to others 
because no-one wants unkindness done to him.  

The trouble is, we aren't saints. And so we don't always follow the Scout Law - A 
Scout is kind" - or the Golden Rule. Some of us follow the Golden Rule for about 
three inches. Others makes it eight inches. A few of us might make it all the way to 
eleven inches.  

How far do you go on the Golden Rule? Probably not as far as you could. So the 
next time you're tempted to do something unkind, or say something that will hurt 
someone, stop and think. What will it do to your place on the Golden Rule?  

 

129. DON'T BE A LITTERBUG 
(Hold up a paper carton or other piece of litter) 

This month we've been talking a lot about conservation of natural resources, and 
next week on our campout we're going to tackle some conservation work in the 
woods.  

But one thing we all do every day to help is to avoid throwing litter around. (Toss 
litter in waste basket. ) I'm not saying that if we avoid littering, a tree will grow 
better or a wild creature will benefit. But we will, because a clean environment 
looks a lot better, and it will encourage us to do some real conservation work.  

An awful lot of people are litterbugs. They think nothing of tossing cans, bottles, 
cartons and other junk on to the ground wherever they go. It's a disgusting habit, 
and one I hope none of you does or will ever start.  

As Scouts, we should live by the Outdoor Code and be clean in our outdoor 
manners. That means we never throw litter on the trail and we always leave our 
campsites better than we found them. Let's try to remember that all the time, not 
only when we're outdoors with the troop.  
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130. BE PREPARED FOR ANY OLD THING 

What's the Scout motto? That's right, "Be Prepared. " Can anyone tell me where it 
came from? Well, it was started by a man who founded the Scouting movement 
almost 80 years ago. His name was Robert Baden-Powell. He was an English 
general who took the first Scouts camping back in 1907. He was a most interesting 
man. If you're curious about him, you can learn a little by reading page 475 of your 
handbook.  

Baden-Powell was once asked what the motto meant. What is a Scout supposed to 
be prepared for?  

"Why any old thing," Baden-Powell replied.  

That's a tall order. Life holds a lot of surprises and we can't be prepared for all of 
them. But in Scouting you're learning how to handle many surprises and crises. You 
learn how to give first aid, how to live comfortably outdoors, give service to your 
community and nation, clean up your environment, do good Turns for people and a 
host of other things. Later this month we're going to talk about being prepared to 
make choices between right and wrong, too.  

Preparing you for life is what Scouting is all about. We're going to do our best to 
make you prepared for any old thing.  

 

131. TWO HUNDRED YEARS OF FREEDOM 
Can anybody tell me what holiday falls on September 17. It's Citizenship Day or 
Constitution Day. Probably you've been talking about the reason for that holiday in 
school. If you don't already know it, on September 17, 200 years ago, the founders 
of this country agreed upon the US Constitution.  

It is by far the oldest written constitution of any country in the world, and it is the 
main reason that we enjoy freedom today. The Constitution established our form of 
government, and perhaps more important, it guarantees the rights of citizenship 
that we all enjoy.  

Most of us take those rights for granted. We can't imagine living in a country where 
people cannot speak freely, worship God as they wish, or join associations that 
criticize the government and blast the President. But there are billions of people in 
the world without any of those rights.  

Remember that as you grow older and begin to vote, pay taxes, and perhaps 
become a leader in government or civic affairs. The Constitution is the foundation 
stone of this country, which is why the President and many other officials take an 
oath "to protect and defend the Constitution. " Each of us should take the same 
oath because it is the basis of our liberty.  
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132. CAN EIGHT WORDS MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

Doctrines, credos, manifestos, laws, declarations, codes of ethics. Ever since people 
have been able to communicate they have compiled words to live by. But the world 
is still troubled. Take these words: Honesty, Workmanship, Ambition, Faith, 
Education, Charity, Responsibility, Courage. Chances are that four and half billion 
people won't agree to live their lives by them. But think how much better your life 
would be if just one person does. You.  

 

133. THE WINNING SPIRIT 
Scouts, what is a winning spirit? In some sports, people say that a guy who has the 
winning spirit really comes to play. That kind of guy is sometimes called a "gamer".  

In Scouting we have gamers, too. Know who they are? They're the guys who are 
active in their patrols and in our troop. They're always trying to learn something 
new and to advance from one rank to another.  

That kind of guy has his own motto. His motto is, "Be First Class". From the day he 
joins the troop he's shooting for First Class - in rank and in everything he does. You 
new Scouts should remember that. Be First Class!  

 

134. PATROL SPIRIT 
I'm sure all of you Scouts have played team sports, so you know what teamwork 
means. Most football fans see a touchdown run and say, "Wow! Isn't that guy a 
great runner?" Maybe he is, but if you have played football you that what really 
made the great run was the blockers on the line and in the secondary. Teamwork 
made the touchdown. Not just one guy's talents.  

Patrols are the same way. If you win one of our inter-patrol contests, or if you have 
the best campsite at a camporee, it's not just because one guy is such a great 
Scout. It's patrol teamwork.  

The secret of patrol teamwork is have every member do his job, whatever it is. If 
one Scout goofs off, the patrol suffers. If every Scout does his part, the patrol is 
bound to be a winner.  

The winning attitude is what we call patrol spirit. Is your patrol a winner? I'm not 
asking whether you win every contest. I'm asking: Is your patrol doing the very 
best that it can and is every member contributing? If your answer is no, then ask 
yourself: "Am I doing my very best? Do I have real patrol spirit?"  
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135. LAWS AND MEN 
Why do we have laws? What's the purpose of laws? That's right, we need laws to 
govern society. To protect life and property and to make rules for the way our 
society works. If we had no laws, there would be nothing to stop a man from 
injuring someone weaker than himself or stealing from others. Laws are essential 
for any civilized society.  

But you know, there are laws and laws. For instance, we speak of the laws of 
nature. Is that some kind of written rule that everything in nature must follow? Not 
really. It's more like a description of the way the natural world works. The law of 
nature tells us that predator animals like lions will kill and eat prey animals like 
wildebeests and antelopes - not because they are vicious but that is nature's way of 
sustaining her creatures.  

Then there's the Scout Law. Are the 12 points of the Scout Law something that 
must be obeyed or you'll go to jail? Of course not. The Scout Law is a different kind 
of law. It's a prescription for a good character. But in it's way, the Scout law is just 
as important as the laws Congress passes because the man who follows the Scout 
Law will be the best kind of citizen. That kind of citizen tries his best to obey not 
only the Scout Law but also the laws of his community, state, and nation. Let's now 
stand and renew our pledge to the Scout Law.  

 

136. MEASURING UP 
This month we're learning how to measure heights and distances by estimation. It's 
fun, and it can be a useful skill in the outdoors - in planning pioneering bridges, for 
example.  

We measure by estimation in lots of everyday things, too. In the morning you 
estimate how much orange juice you want for breakfast by pouring it into a glass. 
It's not a precise amount, just approximate. And you measure by estimation when 
you cross a street well before a car comes or when you pass a football to a running 
team-mate.  

One thing most of us don't measure often enough, though, is ourselves. How often 
do we stop and say, "Am I doing the right thing? Is it what a Scout should do? How 
am I measuring up to the Scout Oath and Law?" I suggest that you set aside five 
minutes a week to pause and ask yourself, "How am I measuring up?"  

 

137. HIBERNATION 
Does everybody know what the word "hibernation" means? That's right, it means to 
sleep through the winter. Woodchucks do it. So do some chipmunks, ground  
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squirrels, bats, and some mice. Bears do a lot of sleeping in the winter, too, but 
they're not true hibernators because they sometimes get up and yawn and look 
around a little on a warmish winter day.  

Did you know that some Scouts are hibernators, too? They're what we call warm-
weather Scouts. When the air gets cold and there is snow on the ground they'd 
rather stay at home than go outdoors as Scouts do.  

I hope we don't have any hibernators in this troop. Leave hibernation to the 
animals who really need to do it because it's part of their life cycle. The most 
important part of the word "Scouting" is "outing" and in this troop we like to get 
outdoors rather that try to find our adventures in front of a TV set. Part of the fun 
of Scouting is learning to live comfortably outdoors all year round. You will find that 
there is a lot of satisfaction in knowing that you can take care of yourself in any 
weather. That doesn't mean that we're nuts, though; if we get caught in a blizzard 
with sub-zero temperatures, we'll come home. But we know how to take care of 
ourselves in ordinary winter weather.  

So you newer Scouts can tell your folks that you'll get along just fine with the troop 
when we go out later this month. In this troop, Scouting really is outing.  

 

138. YOUR WILD ANIMAL 
Scouts, did you know that everybody, including you, has a wild animal behind bars? 
The wild animal is your tongue, and the bars are your teeth.  

If your tongue is not trained it can cause a lot of trouble, not only for yourself but 
for those around you. Keep those bars of teeth closed until your tongue is so well 
trained that you know it won't harm anybody.  

Your wild animal can make trouble by bad-mouthing other people, by gossip and 
slander, and by wisecracks at the wrong time. Train your tongue so that it knows 
the right time to speak and the time to be quiet. Until you have it fully trained, 
keep that wild animal behind bars.  

 

139. YOUR COOK KIT 
Scouts, have you ever heard of people who claim to be able to read your character 
by the lines in your hand, the shape of your head, or your handwriting. Well, I 
know a better way. (Hold up a cooking kit. ) All you have to do is look at a Scout's 
cooking kit.  

First you ask, "Is it clean?" Then you ask, "Who cleans it?" Every self-respecting 
Scout cleans his own kit. He doesn't expect his mother to do it for him.  
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The next thing to ask is, "Has it been used a lot?" We all know that some mess kits  

don't get used very often. They're owned by Scouts that some people call 
"sandwich -wrapped-in-a-pink-napkin" outdoorsmen. I see some of you smiling. Of 
course, I'm not referring to anyone here.  

Then there is the Scout who really uses his cook kit - keeps it clean, too. He can 
cook with a stick, and he can cook with aluminium foil. In fact he can cook just 
about any way he wants to and have fun doing it. He's our kind of Scout. You can 
tell by looking at his cook kit.  

 

140. JUNK FOOD 
You all know what junk food is - stuff like potato chips, soda pop and candy. 
Probably you've heard people say it's not good for you.  

I don't think that's really true. Even junk food has some food value. But it is true 
that a steady diet of junk food is not good because you don't get a balanced diet of 
vitamins, minerals and protein that you need to grow.  

We have what you might call junk food in troop meetings. They're the games we 
play just for fun - not learn any special skill but just because we enjoy them. 
There's not a thing wrong with "junk food" games, and I hope you enjoy them as 
much as most of you do real junk food.  

But they're not all of Scouting. In our troop activities we try to give you a balanced 
diet of Scouting, with some instruction skills and plenty of chances to advance in 
rank and to learn useful things.  

Take advantage of those chances. Don't just enjoy the junk food and leave the rest 
of the meal.  

 

141. A SCOUT IS OBEDIENT 
What's the seventh point of the Scout Law? That's right, "A Scout is obedient. " Our 
handbook explains it this way: "A Scout follows the rules of his family, school and 
troop. He obeys the laws of his community and country. If he thinks these rules and 
laws are unfair, he tries to have them changed in an orderly manner rather than 
disobey them.  

That tells us that some rules and laws may be unfair, doesn't it? perhaps some are, 
but there must be some reason for them. Think about the reason before you try to 
change them or ignore them.  

This month we're using some rules for water safety. The rules are called the Safe 
Swim Defence, and there is a good reason for all of them. It's to protect your life.  
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You may think you should be in a different swimming ability group. Well, if you can 
prove it, you'll be put in a higher group. But until then, stay with your buddy and 
your group. Obey our swimming supervisors.  

Our rules have only one purpose, to protect you. Remember that when you're in 
the water.  

 

142. SCOUTS IN ACTION 
(Show Boys' Life cartoon feature "A True Story of Scouts in Action")  

Did you see this cartoon in this month's Boys Life? it's a story of how a Scout saved 
a life. I read it every month and I hope you do, too.  

In just about every story, the Scout hero showed a lot of guts in making the 
rescue. But have you noticed that he usually demonstrated some skill, too?  

More often than not, in water rescue cases, the Scout here used one of the 
methods we teach in this troop. Same thing with rescue breathing cases.  

The point is, it takes more than guts to save a life. It takes skill - the kind of skill 
that only comes from practice, practice and more practice.  

Maybe you get a little tired sometimes of practicing rescue breathing, or life saving 
carries, or some other skill over and over again. But remember, each time you 
should be improving your technique a little bit - and that little bit of extra skill could 
mean the difference between life and death if you are called upon to use it some 
day.  

 

143. A SCOUT IS FRIENDLY 
Tonight I'm going to tell you a little story that didn't really happen - at least, I don't 
think it did. It's about a boy named Brian who had just moved into town and hadn't 
any friends.  

One night Brian happened to come by our meeting place and heard us playing. He 
hung around a while, listening and looking, but he couldn't get up the nerve to 
come in. I guess he was a little bit timid.  

Anyway the next week he was back, hanging around the door. He still couldn't get 
up his courage to come in and join us.  

Brian was just waiting around the door when he saw a Scout coming down the 
street, heading for our troop meeting. That Scout was you.  

That's all the story I'm going to tell. You have to finish it. What happened? Did you 
brush by him or did you invite him to come in?  
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145. EVEN A PARROT 

Once a Scoutmaster was visiting in a new Scout's home. He was there to test the 
boy for his Scout badge. Now it happened that this Scout's family owned a parrot.  

Well, one of the requirements for the Scout badge is knowing the motto. The new 
Scout knew it, of course, and shouted it out: "Be Prepared!"  

The next morning the Scout's family was awakened by the parrot screeching, "Be 
Prepared! Be Prepared!" And for the next few days, until the bird brain had 
forgotten it, that household resounded with the Scout motto.  

Sometimes, we may be like that parrot. If we're asked, "What's the Scout motto?" 
we're quick with the correct answer. It's easy to remember and say.  

But do we ever stop to think of what it means? Perhaps we would be better Scouts 
if we asked ourselves every day, "Am I prepared?" "Am I growing in the knowledge 
and skills that will make me a better Scout and a better man?"  

Don't be a parrot. Whenever you say the Scout motto - or the Oath, Law, or slogan 
- think about what they really mean. Then try to give them meaning in the way you 
live your life.  

 

147. STRENGTHENING OUR TROOP 
(Hold up two ropes of different sizes) 

Which one of these ropes do you think is stronger? You're right. Common sense 
tells us that the thicker rope must be stronger.  

But how much stronger? Is a half inch rope twice as strong as a quarter inch rope? 
Sound as if it should be, doesn't it? It's not though. In fact, a half inch rope is four 
times stronger than a quarter inch rope of the same material.  

Why is that? It's because there are more strands in the bigger rope, and each 
strand helps to make the others stronger. When the strand are laid together in a 
rope there strength is much, much greater that when they are separate.  

Our troop works the same way. If the members of your patrol help each other, then 
your patrol will be much stronger than if each patrol member does his own thing. 
And if all the patrols work together when they're doing things as a troop, the whole 
troop becomes much stronger than if each patrol goes its own way.  

So let's share our skills and knowledge as we share the fun of Scouting. Everybody 
- you, your patrol, and our whole troop - will benefit if we pull together.  
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149. THE SCOUT TRAIL 

When we go hiking we spend most of our time on trails. Sometimes the going is 
easy because the ground is flat and smooth. Other times it's all uphill - steep and 
rocky.  

The Scout advancement trail is like that, too. Some of the requirements for the skill 
awards and merit badges are easy for you. Some are tough like an uphill climb with 
a 40 pound pack.  

This month we're going to concentrate on helping each other up those steep , rocky 
hills to earn skill awards and badges. Why bother? Because by mastering more 
skills we grow to be a better person, more independent, better able to take our 
place as a responsible citizen.  

Some of us may be slower to advance than others. That's OK. The important thing 
is that we're all doing our best to make progress. Because if you're not progressing, 
you're really moving backwards - you're getting behind the rest.  

Let's all make up our minds to take a step forward on the advancement trail this 
month by earning at least one skill award or merit badge. If you're near First Class 
now, make a special effort to reach it in time for the court of honour.  

And let's help at least one other guy over the tough spots on the Scout trail.  

 

150. IT ALL DEPENDS 
A lot of you Scouts have been working on the Communications skill award and 
merit badge, and I hope you've learned the importance of communicating clearly.  

(Show walkie talkie. ) With this little device I can throw my voice a half-mile, 
maybe more. But what good is it if I don't communicate clearly?  

Suppose I radioed you on this walkie-talkie and said "Go, man! Trapped in cave. In 
trouble at Spencer's Mountain. "  

Sounds like I'm trapped in a cave at Spencer's Mountain, right? But what if I used 
exactly the same words but said them like this: "Go! Man trapped in cave-in. 
Trouble at Spencer's Mountain. "  

Quite a different story, isn't it? No doubt you'd rush to Spencer's Mountain if you 
heard it either way. But would you bring a flashlight and rope to fish me out of the 
cave? Or would you bring a shovel to dig the other guy out of the cave-in.  

As you can see, sometimes a breakdown in communication can be a matter of life 
and death.  
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151. MANY GOOD TURNS 

Back when Scouting was young, one of our national leaders was Ernest Thompson 
Seton. He was called the Chief Scout and he often visited troops and asked Scouts 
about the Good Turns they had done.  

He wrote a story about one of his visits in Boys' Life in 1912. To understand the 
story you have to know that in those days there were no automatic washing 
machines. Clothes were scrubbed in washtubs and wrung out by a machine called a 
mangle which you operated by turning a crank.  

Seton asked a Scout about any Good Turns he had done, and the Scout said, "I 
guess I did a good many Good Turns." He explained, "My mother, she takes in 
washing, and I turned the mangle, and I guess I gave it a good many good turns."  

The other Scouts laughed, of course, but Seton asked him, "Was it your regular job 
to turn the mangle, and did you get paid for it?" "No," the Scout said.  

Seton replied, "Well, then, you did your good turn all right enough, and one of the 
very best kind."  

As you can see from this story, the Good Turn has been around for a long time. And 
it's the same thing it was then - an act of kindness for which you don't get paid.  

 

153. THE SCOUT HANDSHAKE 
Our Scout salute and handshake are ancient signs of bravery and respect. During 
the colonial period of our country, many men carried weapons for protection. 
Sometimes when they met one another, there was an uneasy moment as each man 
watched the others right hand. If it went to his sword or his gun, there might be a 
fight. But if it went to his hat, it was a salute of friendship and respect.  

The left handshake comes to us from the Ashanti warriors whom Lord Baden-
Powell, the founder of Scouting, knew almost 100 years ago in West Africa. He 
saluted them with his right hand, but the Ashanti chiefs offered their left hands and 
said, "In our land only the bravest of the brave shake hands with the left hand, 
because to do so we must drop our shields and our protection. "  

The Ashantis knew of Baden-Powell's bravery because they had fought against him 
and with him, and they were proud to offer the left hand of bravery.  

When you use the Scout salute and handshake, remember that they are signs of 
respect and courage.  
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154. RECIPE FOR LIFE 

This month you young Scouts are learning something about food and cooking and 
how to use recipes to whip up a tasty meal. I hope you're learning that following a 
recipe is vital to good cooking, unless you're satisfied with hot-dogs and 
hamburgers all the time in camp.  

You've probably found out that a pinch of salt, a dash of cinnamon, or a teaspoon 
of sugar makes all the difference. In fact, everything in the recipe has a reason for 
being there.  

Scouting is like a recipe for living. We call the ingredients our ideals - our Oath and 
Law, our motto, our slogan. You might say that Scouting's recipe for living calls for 
a cup of each of the 12 points of the Scout Law, a tablespoon of Good Turns, a 
heaping cup of duty to God and country, and a couple of dashes of duty to self - 
that is, physical, mental and moral fitness. Add a quart or two of fun. Mix well and 
you have good Scouting.  

But if we ignore one of the ingredients, the Scouting dish doesn't taste as good as it 
should. Let's remember that for good Scouting, and a full satisfying life, each of 
Scouting's ingredients are important.  

 

155. PARENTS 
Scouts, if you're like most boys, you don't think of your parents very often. Oh, 
they're around all the time, of course, and sometimes they make you do things you 
don't want to do.  

But how often do you think of what your parents want from you? Probably not very 
often. Maybe you give them gifts at Christmas and their birthdays. But most of us 
don't go out of our way to help our parents as much as we might.  

I have a suggestion. Do you know what is the best gift you can give them? I'll tell 
you.  

Parents want most of all, and have a right to expect, that you will do your best to 
make them proud of you. I don't mean by becoming rich or famous, or even by 
getting all A's in school - although I hope you do your best at your studies.  

The best gift you can give them is to become the best man you can be. There is no 
better way to do that than by living up to the Scout Oath and Law. That is a gift 
you can give them right now and all the time, and it is a gift they will cherish above 
all others.  

 

 

 



 

 
Closing Narratives 

  

http://tidworthscoutgroup.terapad.com/ 
 

 
1st Tidworth 
Scout Group 

 
 
 
 
 

 

156. OUTDOOR HOUSEKEEPING 
Some of you are working on the Environment skill award or Environmental Science 
merit badge. You're learning how everything in nature is connected in some way to 
everything else. Some scientists call it the web of nature. Every strand has 
connections with other strands. Even rocks, for example, are part of that web 
because as they slowly disintegrate over hundreds of years they help to form the 
soil we depend on for food.  

You're also finding out that if we pollute or destroy some strand in the web of life, it 
has effects on other strands. That's why it's so important that we understand what 
we are doing to nature and why as Scouts we sometimes do conservation projects 
to help our environment.  

What I'm leading up to is a reminder that, especially when we are camping or 
hiking, we follow Scouting's Outdoor Code in all we do. If we obey that Code, we 
are not going to damage any strands in the web of life.  

Please join me in the Outdoor Code. (Lead Outdoor Code, page 54, Official Boy 
Scout Handbook, by repeat after me method)  

 

157. JAMBOREE SPIRIT 
Thousands of lucky Scouts will be at Fort A. P. Hill in Virginia for the 1989 National 
Scout Jamboree. We'll have our own troop jamboree next week, but I'm not going 
to kid you that it will be as spectacular as the national jamboree.  

Still we can have plenty of fun ourselves, And we can certainly share in the 
jamboree spirit.  

What's that? Well, the jamboree spirit is the spirit of Scouting and the idea that 
Scouts everywhere are brothers. . To me at least it's a marvellous feeling to know 
that all over the country - and in 115 other countries around the world - Scouts like 
us pledge themselves to the same ideals and purposes that we do. It's a mighty 
brotherhood and one I'm proud to belong to.  

Next week, as we gather for our own jamboree, let's take a moment to think about 
jamboree spirit and the brotherhood of Scouting. And let's give thanks for our 
opportunity to be members of that brotherhood and share in the fun, adventure, 
and service that Scouting offers us.  
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158. THE BUDDY PLAN 

(Hold up buddy tags) 

What do I have here, Scouts? That's right, they're buddy tags. We use them 
whenever we go in the water, so that every Scout is responsible for the safety of 
another Scout and so the leader knows who is in the water. It's an important way 
to make sure that no swimmer gets into trouble because no-one is paying attention 
to him.  

The buddy plan is really part of everything we do in Scouting. Remember that in 
the Scout Oath we say that we will help other people at all times. In other words, 
we are our brother's keeper, and we pledge to act as a buddy would even to a total 
stranger.  

Maybe I'm stretching the point a little bit, because you're never going to be a real 
buddy to some lady you might give directions to on the street or to some little kid 
whose ball you find for him.  

Still, the idea of the Good Turn and the buddy plan are the same in a way. Both call 
for you to help another person - to become your brother's keeper. The buddy plan 
is absolutely essential when we're in the water and the idea behind it is important 
in everything we do.  

 

159. CAMPING IN THE TWENTIES 
Five months from now - in February - we'll be joining in celebrating the 75th 
birthday of Scouting in America. Actually, we're going to start celebrating this 
month.  

We'll start by playing some of the games and learning some skills used by Scouts 
60 years ago - and even further back. On our campout we'll hike into camp the way 
they did, and maybe we'll use some of the homemade equipment they did - pots, 
pans, and dishes from home, for example. Some of you may want to leave your 
sleeping bags at home, because Scouts didn't have them in those days.  

But you know, Scouting's historians tell us that Scouting wasn't all that different 
from what it is today. The big attractions were in the outdoors, hiking and camping, 
just as they are today.  

So your grandfathers enjoyed the same kind of Scouting that you do. Oh, there are 
changes, of course. The early Boy Scouts hiked a lot more than we do, but that was 
mainly because they didn't have access to cars. There were cars on the roads, but 
not very many.  

At home, they didn't find television or video games, and radio was brand new then. 
In many respects, it was a different world. But Scouting wasn't so different. We are  
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following in their footsteps. Let's see what it was like to be a Scout 60 -odd years 
ago. It must have been fun, just as it is today.  

 

160. A SCOUT IS BRAVE 
In the Scout Law we say, "A Scout is brave. " What does that mean to you? (Get 
answers. )  

Usually we think of bravery as overcoming fear to take some action that saves a life 
of helps someone in some way. Most of the time we're talking about overcoming 
fear of physical harm to ourselves.  

But there's another kind of bravery. It's bravery to overcome the fear of ridicule 
from our friends. It's the courage that's required to do what you know is right, even 
if your friends make fun of you. It may even be tougher than being brave in a crisis 
because you usually have more time to think about it.  

I know it's sometimes hard to act right when everybody is urging you to do 
something you know is wrong. It takes a courageous Scout - or man - to withstand 
the pressure from friends.  

It's not easy - but it's the mark of a good Scout. Let's try to do our best to be brave 
in every situation - the emergency and the pressure from friends.  

 

161. COMMUNICATION 
Scouts, have you ever considered how important it is to speak clearly and concisely 
about something so that the other person is in no doubt about what you mean. 
Sometimes we may have described something accurately but have said it in such a 
confusing manner that the meaning is totally unclear. Let me explain what I mean 
with this little and very accurate definition of the game Cricket.  

CRICKET - As explained to a foreign visitor.  

You have two sides, one out in the field and one in.  

Each man that's in the side that's in, goes out and when he's out he comes in and 
the next man goes in until he's out. When they are all out, the side that's out 
comes in and the side that's been in goes out and tries to get those coming in, out.  

Sometimes you get men still in and not out.  

When both sides have been in and out including the not outs.  

THAT'S THE END OF THE GAME.  

For any of you that know how to play cricket will know that this is a very accurate 
description. But it gives the other person no idea at all of what the game is about  
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and how to play it. Think before you explain something to be sure you convey your 
thoughts clearly before you make a fool of yourself and get stumped!  

 

162. A WINNER 
A Winner respects those who are superior to him and tries to learn something from 
them.  
A Loser resents those who are superior and rationalizes their achievements.  

A Winner explains. 
A Loser explains away.  

A Winner says, "Let's find a way".  
A Loser says, "There is no way".  

A Winner goes through a problem, 
A Loser tries to go around it.  

A Winner says, "There should be a better way to do it".  
A Loser says, "That's the way it's always been done here".  

A Winner shows he's sorry by making up for it.  
A Loser says, "I'm sorry," but does the same thing next time.  

A Winner knows what to fight for and what to compromise on. 
A Loser compromises on what he shouldn't, and fights for what isn't worth fighting 
about.  

A Winner works harder than a loser and has more time  
A Loser is always too busy to do what is necessary.  

A Winner is not afraid of losing, 
A Loser is secretly afraid of winning.  

A Winner makes commitments, 
A Loser makes promises.  

 

163. CARRYING SCOUTINGS FLAME 
At this moment, somewhere in our country, a Boy Scout is carrying a flame for 
Scouting. It's called the Heritage Flame, and it will be used to light the opening 
campfire at the national jamboree next month.  

The flame started in Hawaii several months ago, and ever since relays of Scouts 
have been carrying it eastward toward Washington and Fort A. P. Hill in Virginia 
where the jamboree will be held. The idea is to draw attention to Scouting on the 
75th anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America and to show that Scouting's spirit  
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still burns brightly in this country.  

This month we'll have our own Flame Relay, only we call it a Run for Scouting. But 
you know that each of us carries the flame for Scouting in everything we do. As 
Scouts we represent the Scouting movement all the time. If we live by the Scout 
Oath and Law and Scouting’s other ideals our flame burns brightly and reflects 
credit on Scouting, our families and ourselves. When we fail to follow Scouting’s 
ideals - and all of us fail sometimes - our flame flickers low and may die out. It's all 
up to each of us to carry the flame for Scouting proudly by living up to the 
principles for which Scouting stands.  

 

THE BULLFROG 
Once there was a very large green bullfrog who lived in a modest sized pond. Even 
though many other animals and fish lived around this pond the bullfrog didn’t have 
any friends. You see, the friends he once had were gone. They were tired of his 
boasting and tried to stay out of his way. This situation changed when the geese 
began to migrate through the area. Two geese actually became his friends. They 
spent many a long day visiting, swimming and doing the things friends do. Then 
one day the two geese told the frog it was time for them to continue their 
migration. The frog was sad and asked if they could take him with them. He 
suggested that they let him climb on one of their backs and hang onto their neck. 
Both geese agreed that he was entirely too fat for one goose to carry. Further 
saddened, the frog began to think and finally came up with an idea. Listen, he said, 
How about we take a string and each of you take hold of a end with your mouth 
and bite down hard, then I will bite in the middle of the string and you can fly me 
between you. The geese pondered the idea and decided to give it a try. All were 
ready and the geese began to flap and run. The frog hopped along with the string 
in his mouth until he was lifted from the ground and was airborne. Oh what a 
feeling thought the frog. Onward they flew for days on end until they flew over a 
farmer out in his field.  

The farmer looked up and upon seeing the geese and frog remarked, "My, my, a 
flying frog I wonder who taught those geese to fly such a big frog?"  

Hearing this the frog said, "I DID!!!." That night the farmer feasted on very large 
succulent frog legs.  

Check your ego, don’t let it get so far out of control that you lose your friends or 
worse yet, end up on someone’s plate.  
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THE SNAKE 

A group of Arapaho Indian boys decided it was time to prove to the tribe elders that 
they were old enough to be considered men. By custom, the rite of manhood 
included living alone for one week in the wilderness. Each boy was instructed to 
only take a knife with him and come back seven days later and tell of his 
adventures. One boy, wanting to prove that he was more of a man than the others, 
decided that he would climb the snow-capped mountains for his week of adventure. 
Surely, living in the snow and cold is a hardship that the elders must agree that 
only a man could endure. So, he walked an entire day across the plains to the foot 
of the mountains. He climbed halfway up the mountains to the snowline when a 
snake spoke to him.  

"Help me," the snake cried.  

"Why should I help you, a rattlesnake? You are known to bite and kill people," 
replied the Arapaho brave.  

"I am cold and almost frozen. Please put me in your warm shirt and take me down 
the mountain to where it is warm where I can survive," said the rattlesnake.  

"How do I know that you are not going to bite and kill me?" asked the brave.  

"Why should I bite the person who saves my life?" replies the snake.  

"Ok. I do not like to see anyone die. Promise you won't bite me?" asked the brave.  

"I Promise," replied the snake.  

So the Indian boy placed the snake in his shirt and walked down the mountain. As 
he opened his shirt to let the snake out, the rattlesnake bit him.  

"WHY DID YOU BITE ME? You promised you wouldn't bite and kill me!" yelled the 
young brave.  

The snake replied, "You knew who I was when you picked me up. You have nobody 
to blame for your death but yourself."  

Today Scouts, one doesn't prove his maturity by living alone in the wilderness 
anymore, but instead shows that he is a man by living wisely in the streets and 
making good decisions by himself. There are rattlesnakes hiding in the streets 
today that go by the names of marijuana, cocaine, crack, speed, acid, ...drugs. 
Drugs will falsely promise a lot of good times and laughs, but will instead lie to you, 
get you to steal and break the law in other ways, and if not kill you, rob you of your 
health and brains. The few hours of chemical-induced pleasure may cost you the 
rest of your life in permanent brain damage and physical disability.  

When you decide to prove to others that you are mature enough to be a man, 
prove it by making the right choice not to do any drugs and stick to that decision. 

Ok?  
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THE EMPTY POT 

The following is a paraphrase of "The Empty Pot" by Demi.  

A Chinese Emperor is dying and needs to pick his successor. Since he loved 
gardening (this is the outdoor angle), he decides to let the seeds choose. He calls 
all the children to the palace and gives them each a seed to grow. They are to 
return in the Spring with their plant; whoever has tended their plant the best will 
be named Emperor.  

One little boy, known among the children as an excellent gardener, cannot get his 
seed to grow. He tries repotting several times, no luck. At the end of the year, he 
has nothing but an empty pot to present to the Emperor, while all of the other 
children bring huge, beautiful plants of varying kind.  

However, the Emperor had baked all of the seeds so that they wouldn't grow. Only 
one child was honest and brought forth the empty pot. He was rewarded with being 
named Emperor.  

 

A LESSON IN TRUST 
This is a "true" story I related to our Scouts. 

It seems that before the first man walked on the moon, NASA found an area of New 
Mexico where the topography was similar to the surface of the moon. They decided 
that it would be a good idea to take the astronauts and the lunar lander there to 
check out the equipment. They arrived at the area and unloaded all their gear. 
During the second day while working with the equipment they noticed a flock of 
sheep on the horizon. As it drew closer they could see several dogs herding the 
flock and two Navaho Indians walking behind. The Scientists knew that they were 
Navaho because the reservation was near by. The Two Navaho Indians set down on 
the ridge and watched them work for several hours.  

Seeing the Navahos watching them, two of the scientist decided to go talk to them. 
After walking up the ridge they soon discovered that the old Navaho could only 
speak in his native tongue but his son could speak English. The old man said 
several things and his son translated, "he says, what are those things down there?" 
The scientist explained that they were men in space suits and that they would be 
travelling to the moon by rocket and once there they would get out and be the first 
men to walk upon the moon. The old man nodded and said a few more words that 
the son translated "so, they will walk upon the moon?" And the scientist confirmed. 
The old man nodded and said a few more words. The son said, "he wants to know if 
he can send a message to the moon with these astronauts." At this the scientist 
became very excited and searched their gear until they found a tape recorder. The 
old Navaho recorded his message. The scientist asked the boy to translate but he 

wouldn't.  
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They worked about a month next to the reservation but every time they asked 
someone to translate the message they would listen to it, smile and shake their 
head no. Finally they found a Professor of Native American studies that agreed to 
translate the message in exchange for some funding on a research project. He 
listened to the tape and smiled. He said, "this message is a warning, it says, Look 
out for these guys, they are coming to steal your land."  

You may wonder why I told this story as my Scoutmasters Minute. Our program 
element this month is Leadership and the reason the old Navaho sent this message 
was because he did not trust the white man. Trust is a very important part of 
Leadership. If you cannot trust your leader or he cannot trust you, your patrol will 
not be very effective. Trust is also very fragile, it takes only one action on your part 
to destroy the trust others have in you. Often times when trust is breached it can 
never be rebuilt. A Scout is Trustworthy. And now may the Master of all Scouts be 
with us till we meet again. Goodnight Scouts!  

 

I USED TO WORK IN A ZOO 
This is a Scoutmaster's minute that I used recently that still has the Scouts talking. 
It starts with the following story told in the first person. You have to keep a straight 
face. I have had several ask me if I really did work at the zoo :). Here it is -  

When I was 16 I discovered that having a job would be of great value to me. It 
would be of value because I could buy gas for my car, pay for my clothes, etc. The 
problem with being 16 and wanting a job is finding one. Luckily my dad knew the 
caretaker at the zoo and he asked him if they needed any help. He said to send me 
down for an interview. The very next day I went to the zoo and met him in his 
office. There we talked for a while and finally he told me he had a job that he 
thought I could do. He told me to follow him and we went through a series of 
tunnels and alleys (employee entrance) until we emerged by the gorilla cage. I 
noticed that the cage was empty. He pointed to the cage and begin to explain that 
the gorilla Mabel was getting very old and had just yesterday gotten sick and had to 
be taken to the vet. Mabel was one of>the feature attractions at the zoo and the 
kids just loved to see her. Mabel never did much but sit on the branch of that big 
tree and held onto the rope that was hanging down. He went on to say that he had 
a gorilla suit I could wear if I would be interested in sitting on the branch for 4 
hours at a time. It sounded good to me so I told him I would.  

The next day I went to the zoo, put on the gorilla suit and climbed into the cage. I 
sat on the branch holding the rope and soon there was a crowd of children pressing 
their faces to the bars. About an hour passed and I began to get into this gorilla 
stuff. I would grab the rope and swing across the cage. The kids thought it was 
great so I started swinging higher and higher. In the next cage there was a lion and  
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he was becoming irritated by my antics and began to pace his cage and roar. I kept 
swinging and started to swing to the lion's side of the cage and would use my feet 
to push off of his bars. I could really swing out far and he roared even louder. All of 
a sudden I missed the bars and flew through and dropped into the lion's cage. I 
landed on my back and was stunned but immediately got up and ran to the front of 
the cage screaming "help me, help me, I am not who you think I am". Just as I got 
that out the lion jumped on my back and knocked me to the ground. His head was 
at my neck and he said, "shut up stupid or you will get us both fired".  

The point to the story is that I took the job because it had a value to me. You will 
hear on TV news reporters say that we have a valueless society. This is incorrect. 
Even gang members have values, they value things like money & drugs. Everyone 
has values, it is the principles that determine what your values will be. The Scout 
Law sets a foundation of solid moral principles, from these come good values. 
Goodnight Scouts!  

 

THE MONK AND THE MISSIONARY 
There is an old story of the missionary Sadhu Sundar Singh. He was travelling 
through the Himalayas with a Monk in the bitter cold. Night was coming and the 
Monk said, "If we don't reach the monastery by nightfall, we are in danger of 
freezing to death." Just as they reached a narrow path, they heard the cries of a 
man who had fallen over the edge. The Monk said, "Do not stop. God has brought 
him to his fate. He must work it out himself."  

Sadhu replied, "God sent me here to help my brother. I cannot abandon him." The 
Monk went on and Sadhu climbed down a steep path. When he found the man, he 
saw that his leg was broken and he could not walk. Sadhu made a sling from his 
blanket and tied the man to his back. He then began a body torturing climb. He 
made his way through the deepening snow. It was dark>and it was all he could do 
to follow the path. He persevered, and faint with exhaustion, he finally saw the 
lights of the Monastery. As he moved toward the light, he stumbled for the first 
time and nearly fell. He did not stumble from exhaustion, but over an object. As he 
brushed the snow off the object, he looked down and saw that it was the body of 
the Monk.  

Years later when a student asked him, "What is life's most difficult task?" he 
replied, "To have no burden to carry."  
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I WISH I WAS THAT BROTHER 
Upon graduation from college, a few years back, a young man received a gift from 
his older brother. It was a shiny brand new Packard. The car of his dreams! One 
morning as he approached the car he saw a young lad of 12 peering through the 
windows into the car! Obviously enthralled with the car, the lad didn't hear the 
young man approach. "Is this your car?" the lad asked when he noticed the man. 
"Yes it is!" the man responded! "Wow! This is a nice car!" remarked the lad, "How 
much did it cost?" "I don't know!" answered the man. "It's your car, but you don't 
know how much it cost?" exclaimed the young lad. "No," stated the man, "you see, 
my brother bought it for me!"  

"I wish...I wish...I wish" stuttered the lad. The man thinking he's going to say, I 
wish I had a car like this. "I wish I was like that brother!" finished the boy! Amazed 
at the lads response he offered to drive him around the block! As they were driving, 
the lad requested if he would drive him home. Thinking he wanted to show off that 
he was riding in a new car to his friends, the man agreed! They drove more than a 
few blocks to where the boy lived and as he turned onto the street the man noticed 
that it wasn't the best kept neighbourhood! The houses were dirty and broken. He 
pulled up in front of the boys house. "Please wait," the boy yelled as he ran into the 
house! "Oh, he's probably going to get his family to show off the new car", the man 
thought to himself. The door to the front door opened and out came the young lad. 
In his arms he carried a small boy, crippled from birth! The lad brought him out to 
the car and stated as he hugged his younger brother, "See just like I told you! It's 
a brand new car! And someday, I'm going to buy you one just like it!"  

How unselfish this boy was....to be the kind of brother that looked after the other 
first! What kind of Scout are you...Are you like the older brother!  

 

BOYS SHAVE HEADS IN SHOW OF SUPPORT. 
Radiation treatment may soon cost Mark Lowry his hair, but his bald head won't 
stand out in the classrooms at Cross Lutheran School.  

When his classmates learned that Mark, 13, would undergo chemotherapy, all 15 of 
them decided to have their heads shaved in a show of support. By yesterday only 
two boys in the seventh and eighth grades weren't bald - one was due for a haircut 
this weekend; the other was Mark who came home from the hospital this week with 
a full head of hair.  

"It probably won't be for long, though," Mark said.  

Mark learned only recently he had leukaemia and started chemotherapy treatment 
last week. Classmate Travis Busch then came up with the head shaving idea, but 
cleared it with Mark first. "We didn't want him to feel we were making fun of him,"  
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said Travis.  

How long do the boys plan to go hairless? "Until Mark grows his hair back," they 
said. --AP  

 

BEING HONEST BY PETER VAN HOUTEN 
I'd like to share an experience I witnessed last night that exemplifies the virtues of 
honesty and the principles of being a Boy Scout!  

Beyond my role of Scout leader I am also a little league coach for the minor league. 
I was Scouting (interesting choice of terms here) the team we'll be playing 
tomorrow and noticed they had a very talented first baseman. He was older than 
the rest and already a good 5'5" tall. Unfortunately, he'd had the misfortune of a 
couple of bad plays which resulted in the runners advancing to 2nd base. He's also 
been getting some abuse from the other team for his size and race, being Indian 
(as from India).  

Let me add that the other teams coach doesn't exactly have the personality that 
generates good sportsmanship, and I witnessed him chewing out a couple of his 
players for not running fast enough, or doing EXACTLY what he told them to do.  

Now that I've set the scene we'll bring you into the 4th inning. Score is tied! Two 
outs! Saied (sp???) is playing 1st, runner currently on 2nd. The ball is pitched and 
hit to 2nd baseman who throws to 1st base. Saied catches ball as runner touches 
base, but ball rolls out of glove! Umpire calls runner OUT! The opposing coach and 
most of his parents went ballistic, and I mean Ballistic (with a Capital B). (Had I 
been the ump I would have thrown the guy out of the game) Anyway, the ump 
turns to Saied and says, "Did you have control of the ball before he touched the 
base." The pressure is on and you can see it on his face. Saied replied, "I caught 
the ball, but it rolled out. No!" The ump reverses her decision and calls the runner 
safe!  

Reactions: 

• The opposing coach is relieved and makes a couple of choice comments about 
the ump's vision.  

• Saied is feeling he let his team down.  

• All the parents on Saied's team gives him a standing ovation for his honesty.  

I approached Saied after the inning, shook his hand and complimented him on his 
honesty. I found out later through his coach that he was indeed a Boy Scout (just 
joined).  
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Here's a boy faced with a challenging decision that could have made a difference 
whether his team won or lost. He could have easily taken the easy way out and said 
Yes!, but regardless of the outcome, chose that being honest was the right way! 
This young man exemplified the Boy Scout principles. My hat goes off, and my hand 
extended in congratulating young men who when faced with such decisions choose 
the right way!  

 

LESSONS FROM THE GEESE 
by Robert McNeish, Associate Superintendent of Baltimore Public Schools 

We live in an area where geese are very common. We see them coming in the Fall 
and leaving early Spring. Their migration is an awesome sight.  

There is an interdependence in the way geese function.  

FACT: As each bird flaps its wings, it creates an "uplift" for the bird following. By 
flying in a "V" formation, the whole flock adds 71% greater flying range than if each 
bird flew alone.  

LESSON: People who share a common direction and sense of community can 
get where they are going quicker and easier because they are travelling on 
the thrust of one another.  

FACT: Whenever a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels the drag and 
resistance of trying to fly alone. It quickly gets back into formation to take 
advantage of the "lifting power" of the bird immediately in front.  

LESSON: If we have as much sense as a goose, we will stay in formation with 
those who are headed where we want to go.  

FACT: When the lead goose gets tired, it rotates back into the formation and 
another goose flies at the point position.  

LESSON: It pays to take turns doing the hard tasks and sharing leadership -- 
people, as with geese, are interdependent with each other.  

FACT: The geese in formation honk from behind to encourage those up front to 
keep up their speed.  

LESSON: We need to make sure our "honking" from behind is encouraging, 
not something less helpful.  

FACT: When a goose gets sick or wounded or shot down, two geese drop out of 
formation to follow it down to help and protect it. They stay with it until it is either 
able to fly again or dies. Then they launch out on their own with another formation 
or catch up with their flock.  
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LESSON: If we have as much sense as the geese, we will stand by each 
other.  

 
IT'S ONLY A PIN 

Two fond parents watch their boy where he stands, 
Apart from his comrades tonight, 
And see placed on his camp-battered tunic, a badge... 
An Eagle... the emblem of right. 
 
It seems just a few short months have passed 
Since he joined with the youngsters next door... 
How proud they were then of their Tenderfoot pin 
As they told of the message it bore. 
 
But the years have gone as he struggled along 
To learn what the Scout Law's about; 
He practiced them daily, the Oath and the Law, 
Until now he is an Eagle Scout. 
 
You may smile in your worldly wisdom at this 
And say, "Why it's only a pin." 
But I'll tell you, no honours he'll gain as a man 
Will mean quite as much to him. 
 
The red, white and blue of the ribbon you see 
Are the symbols of honour and truth. 
He has learned how to value these fine attributes 
In the glorious days of his youth. 
 
And the out-flinging wings of the Eagle that rests 
On the breast of this knight of today 
Are the wings which will lift him above petty deeds, 
And guide him along the right way. 
 
Yes, it's only a pin, just an Eagle Scout badge, 
But the heart beneath it beats true, 
And will throb to the last for the things that are good; 
A lesson for me... and for you.  
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THE SUNDAY RUN 
Last Sunday as I was finishing my run through Tree Tops Park with my running 
buddy, I saw a neighbour standing in her garage doorway about to get her 
newspaper. Unfortunately the years had not been kind to her. She was walking with 
a walker and one eye was closed. Over the years I had seen her taking care of her 
house and she had always appeared quite friendly, but in her present condition she 
could no longer see me from where I ran along the road. Without thinking, I picked 
up the Sunday paper and quickly brought it to her. God bless you, she said, as I 
handed her the paper. I was>astonished by the sincerity of those words as I 
realized that it would have taken her quite some time to walk to the paper and pick 
it up in her condition. As I caught up with Steve, my running buddy, I commented 
that I had fulfilled my Scouting good turn for the day and it wasn't even 8 a.m. He 
jokingly replied, Now you can be a jerk the rest of the day.  

At first I laughed but the more I thought about what had transpired, the more I 
thought about what the meaning of what Scout spirit really is. Scout spirit doesn't 
mean how many little old ladies you help across the street or pick up the Sunday 
paper for. It does not mean how many meetings or campouts you attend or how 
many merit badges you obtain. Scout spirit means that we live by the Scout Oath 
and Law twenty-four hours a day and uphold the pledge we make as Scouts to hold 
ourselves up to a higher standard, or as the Hebrew National people say, We hold 
ourselves up to a higher authority. So don t just wait for the obvious situation such 
as the little old lady and the newspaper to exercise your Scout spirit, but create 
your own situations to live the Scouting life and practice Scout spirit twenty-four 
hours a day, seven days a>week. By doing so we all answer to a higher authority.  

 

THE EAGLE AND THE WOLF 
There is a great battle that rages inside me. 
One side is a soaring Eagle. 
Everything the Eagle stands for is good and true and beautiful, 
And it soars above the clouds. 
Even though it dips down into the valleys, 
It lays its eggs on the mountains. 
The other side of me is the howling Wolf, 
And that raging, howling wolf represents the worst that is in me. 
He eats upon my downfalls and justifies himself by his presence in the pack. 
Who wins this great Battle? 
The one I feed. 
 
You Scouts must make a choice of whether or not you wish to be an HONORABLE 
MAN. Which are you going to feed, the Eagle or the Wolf?  



 

 
Closing Narratives 

  

http://tidworthscoutgroup.terapad.com/ 
 

 
1st Tidworth 
Scout Group 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Building Character Closing Ceremony 
SIXER 1: How do we build character in Cub Scouts? 

CUB 1: One way is to help us be aware of the differences in God’s children. 

Cub Scouts are likely to have good health, vision, and hearing. Most will also have 
good physical co-ordination and mobility. 

When we ask Cubs to walk in another’s shoes we learn: 

CUB 2: Awareness; 

CUB 3: Tolerance; 

CUB 4: Respect; 

CUB 5: Understanding; 

CUB 6: Kindness to others; 

SIXER 2: This is a very big step toward building our character. Tonight we came 
together to learn for ourselves and to appreciate the plight of others. 

 
Cub Magic 

Personnel: 8 Cub Scouts 

Equipment: Eight Cards spelling C U B M A G I C. 

Setting: Cubs stand in line holding cards to be read, text on backside of each card. 

C is for Comradeship, we learn to get along. 

U is for Unity, together we are strong. 

B is for Boys, wild and wooly but always polite. 

M is for Merits, which we always have in sight. 

A is for Adventure, what we’re always looking for. 

G is for Growth, to open every door. 

I is for Integrity, for the entire world to see. 

C is for Cub Scout, which we are all glad to be. 
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Banana Scout 
Pre-story prep: take a not-too-ripe banana, using a long darning needle, pierce the 
skin at the side and push the needle through the fruit of the banana all the way to 
the skin...yes, this is hard to describe! Here's what you *want* to have happen... 
When you peel this banana you want it to fall into many slices. All the way down 
the banana, about every half inch, push the needle through the peel, moving it 
from side to side in order to make a "slice". Try to keep the skin completely intact! 
Optional: put a smiling face on using a black marker.  

Story: (this is just one version... you can modify it to use it in your circumstances)  

I brought my friend Banana Scout with me to our campfire today. Doesn't he look 
nice? I really enjoy Banana Scout's company. Did you know he went to Scout Camp 
this year? Yes, but he didn't enjoy himself a lot. All the Scouts at camp made fun of 
him. They said nasty, hurtful things to him. Can you imagine what they might have 
said? (ask for suggestions of what was said, eg., You have too many freckles! 
You're not a nice yellow colou like me! You're too small!)  

Well, I can tell you that this did not make Banana Scout very happy. Look at his 
face...doesn't he have a nice smile? He didn't let any of the Scouts know that they 
were hurting him. Did you know words could hurt? Has anyone ever hurt you with 
words? Banana Scout just kept smiling and tried not to feel hurt but inside...well, 
he wants us to know how he felt inside. (begin to peel the banana)  

Sometimes when we say things that are not nice the people we say them to look 
just the same as they did before but inside they begin to feel like Banana Scout 
did...can you see what the mean words did to Banana Scout? (by the time you are 
half finished peeling, the banana will fall apart into many slices...help the children 
to reflect on what hurtful words can do and what we can do to prevent our 
friends/fellow campers from feeling hurt inside.) 
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Three Pleasant Things Closing 

Cub No 1: Even though it’s time to bring this meeting to an end, let us tell you 
three pleasant things. 

Cub No 2: We are here. 

Cub No 3: We are here together. 

Cub No 4: We think well of one another. 

Cub No 5: If we would take the time to remember these three pleasant things 
whenever we are together, every meeting would be a success. 
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Starry Nights 

The following account was written by a wilderness explorer who lived with the stars 
in the open ...night after night during a seven month journey. 
[Reproduced with acknowledgment to 'Journey to the Heart of Nature by Joseph Cornell.- Dawn Publications ] 

  

 
In 1887, Sir Francis Younghusband, then a young military officer, was asked by his 
superiors to go on a mission of vital importance for his country. To fulfil his 
assignment, he was required to travel from Beijing, China to India by way of the 
Gobi Desert and the Himalayan mountains. Since he did not share a common 
language with his guides, he spent day after day essentially alone in the silent 
wilderness. 

He commented, [The stillness] was so profound that, when at the end of many 
weeks I arrived at a patch of grass and trees, the twittering of the birds and the 
whir of the insects sounded like the roar of a London street. 

It was a daring and dangerous journey for the first European to successfully cross 
the world's largest desert and highest mountain range, but for him there was an 
even more important discovery, which he described as follows: 

 
To enable my eight camels to feed by daylight, I used to start at five o'clock in the 
afternoon and march till one or two in the morning... The sunset glow would fade 
away. Star after star would spring into sight till the whole vault of heaven was 
glistening with diamond points of light. Above me all round me stars were shining 
out of a deep sapphire sky ...and a great stillness would be over all. 

In this unbroken stillness and with the eye free to rove all round with nothing in 
any direction to stay its vision, and being as I was many weeks' distance from any 
settled human habitation, I often has a feeling of being more connected with the 
starry firmament than with this Earth... I knew also that the number of stars, 
besides those few thousand which I saw, had to be numbered in hundreds of 
millions. 

All this was astonishing, and the knowledge of it filled me with wonder at the 
immensity of the Starry Universe. But it was not the mere magnitude of this world  
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that impressed me. What stirred me was the Presence, subtly felt, of some mighty 
all - pervading Influence which ordered the courses of the heavenly hosts and 
permeated every particle. 

We cannot watch the sun go down day after day, and after it has set see the stars 
appear, rise to the meridian and disappear below the opposite horizon in regular 
procession, without being impressed by the order which prevails. We feel that the 
whole is kept together in punctual fashion, and is not mere chaos and chance. The 
presence of some Power upholding, sustaining, and directing the whole is deeply 
impressed on us. And in this Presence so steadfast, so calm, so constant, we feel 
soothed and steadied. Deep peace and satisfaction fill our Souls. 

When you are alone in the outdoors, especially at night, you'll have wonderful 
opportunities to explore the mystery of Life and your relationship to the Universe. 

 
Another account of Sir Francis Younghusband is helpful. This one tells of a visit to 
Tibet: 

 
After arrival in camp I went off into the mountains alone. It was a heavenly 
evening. The sun was flooding the mountain slopes with slanting light. Calm and 
deep peace lay over the valley below me - I seemed in tune with all the world, and 
all the world seem in tune with me. 

After the high tension of the last 15 months, I was free to let my soul relax. So I let 
it open itself out without restraint. And in its sensitive state it was receptive of the 
finest impressions and quickly responsive to every call. I seemed to be truly in 
harmony with the Heart of Nature. 

And my experience was this - I had a curious sense of being literally in love with 
the world. I felt as if I could hardly contain myself for the love which was bursting 
within me. It seemed to me as if the world itself were nothing but love. 

 
My experience was no unique experience. It was an experience the like of which 
has come to many men and women in every land in all ages. It may not be 
common; but it is not unusual. 
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The Great Chief Sends Word 
[Reproduced with acknowledgement to Saint Bernard Press. Mount Saint Bernard Abbey, 
England] 

Introduction 
The Red Indians of North America have captured the imagination of the young - 
and not so young - for generations. Their bravery in war, and their savagery too, 
have formed the plot for many thrilling stories. The names of the Cherokee, 
Iroquois, Sioux and many other tribes are well known. However the author of the 
address printed here was the chief of a less well known tribe, the Suquamish, from 
the north west United States: and he is remembered not for his bravery as a 
warrior, but for his attempts, which were largely successful, to live peacefully 
alongside the 'Bostons' - the white settlers from the eastern United States. 

As a small boy Chief Seathl had seen Captain Vancouver sail up Puget Sound. His 
imagination was captured by this white man whose orders were promptly obeyed 
by his men, and the ambition to live in peaceful harmony with the white man was 
born. It was strengthened by the ta - man - a - wis (or vision) that he had as a 
young man in the form of a white seagull. The gull was a symbol of peace to the 
Suquamish, as it was white, it indicated that his mission was to seek peace with the 
white man. 

At the age of twenty - two (1808) Seathl became the Chief of the Suquamish and 
its allied tribes. He must have been a successful chief, for 43 years later, when the 
first permanent settlement was made on the eastern shores of Puget Sound, he 
was still chief. Soon after the settlement was made he persuaded Dr. David S. 
Maynard to move his trading post there from the southern end of the sound. 
Maynard soon became the first Justice of the Peace of Duwamps, Thurston County, 
Oregon Territory. He didn't like the name 'Duwamps' and it was suggested by 
Arthur Denny, one of the Commissioners, that the settlement be named after 
Seathl, the man who was chiefly responsible for it. Seathl was at first horrified by 
the idea, but Maynard persuaded him to accept it. As the Indian 'Seathl' was hard 
to pronounce, it was changed to Seattle, which today is the largest city of the North 
West. 

The Chief's 'Testament' was an address given to the tribal confederation, probably 
at the time when the first Governor of the new Washington Territory, Major Isaac 
Stevens, was annexing Indian lands - mainly by exterminating the American 
Indians. The great chief in Washington D.C. was President Franklin Pierce (1853 -
57) part of whose Home policy was to open up the North West. There is wisdom in 
Chief Seathl words which are timeless. Many of the things he feared would come 
about are with us today, and his words have a great relevance to our modern 
situation. 
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Today a statue of Chief Seathl stands at the junction of Fifth and Denny Streets in 
Seattle, Washington, and the name of his tribe is perhaps persevered in the 
Skokomish Indian Reservation. 

 
  

Chief Seathl's Statement 
The great Chief (President Franklin Pierce) sends word that he wishes to buy our 
land. The Great Chief also sends words of friendship and goodwill. This is kind of 
him since we know he has little need of our friendship in return, but we will 
consider your offer. For we know that if we do not sell, the white man may come 
with guns and take our land. 

How can you buy or sell the sky, and the warmth of the land? 

The idea is strange to us. If we do not own the freshness of the air and the sparkle 
of the water, how can you buy them? 

Every part of this earth is sacred to my people. Every shining pine needle, every 
sandy shore, every mist in the dark woods, every clearing and humming insect is 
holy in the memory and experience of my people. The sap which courses through 
the trees carries the memories of the red man. 

The white man's dead forget the country of their birth when they go to walk among 
the stars. Our dead never forget this beautiful earth for it is the mother of the red 
man. We are part of the earth and it is part of us. The perfumed flowers are our 
sisters; the deer, the horse, the great eagle, these are our brothers. The rocky 
crests, the juices in the meadows, the body heat of the pony and man - all belong 
to the same family. 

So, when the Great Chief in Washington sends word that he wishes to buy our land, 
he asks much of us. The Great Chief sends word he will reserve us a place so that 
we can live comfortably to ourselves. He will be our father and we will be his 
children.  
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So we will consider your offer to buy our land, but it will not be easy for this land is 
sacred to us. This shining water that moves in the streams and rivers is not just 
water but the blood of our ancestors. If we sell you land, you must remember that 
it is sacred, and you must teach your children that it is sacred and that each 
ghostly reflection in the clear water of the lakes tells of events and memories in the 
life of my people. The water's murmur is the voice of my father's father. 

The rivers are our brothers, they quench our thirst. The rivers carry our canoes and 
feed our children. If we sell you our land, you must remember, and teach your 
children, that the rivers are our brothers, and yours, and you must henceforth give 
the rivers the kindness you would give any brother. 

The red man has always retreated before the advancing white man, as the mist of 
the mountain runs before the morning sun. But the ashes of our fathers are sacred. 
Their graves are holy ground, and so these hills, these trees, this portion of the 
earth is consecrated to us. We know the white man does not understand our ways. 
One portion of land is the same to him as the next, for he is a stranger who comes 
in the night and takes from the land whatever he needs. The earth is not his 
brother, but his enemy, and when he has conquered it , he moves on. He leaves his 
father's graves behind, and he does not care. He kidnaps the earth from his 
children. He does not care. His father's graves and his children's birthright are 
forgotten. He treats his mother, the earth, and his brother, the sky, as things to be 
brought, plundered, sold like sheep or bright beads. His appetite will devour the 
earth and leave behind only a desert. 

I do not know. Our ways are different from your ways. The sight of your cities pains 
the eye of the red man. But perhaps it is because the red man is a savage and does 
not understand. Their is no quite place in the white mans' cities. No place to hear 
the unfurling of leaves in spring or hear the rustle of insect wings. The chatter only 
seems to insult the ears. And what is there to life if a man cannot hear the lonely 
cry of the whippoorwill or the arguments of the frogs around the pond at night? I 
am a red man and do not understand. The Indians prefers the soft sound of the 
wind darting over the face of the pond, and the smell of the wind itself, cleansed 
with the midday rain, or scented with the pinon pine. 

The air is precious to the red man, for all things share the same breath - the beast, 
the tree, the man, they all share the same breath. The white man does not seem to 
notice the air he breathes. Like a man dying for many days, he is numb to the 
stench. But if we sell you our land, you must remember that the air is precious to 
us, that the air shares its spirit with all the life it supports. The wind that gave our 
grandfathers his first breath also received his last sigh. And the wind must also give 
our children the spirit of life. And if we sell you our land, you must keep it apart and 
sacred, as a place where even the white man can go to taste the wind that is 
sweetened by the meadow flowers. 
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So we will consider your offer to buy our land. 

If we decide to accept, I will make one condition; the white man must treat the 
beasts of this land as his brothers. I am a savage and do not understand any other 
way. I have seen a thousand rotting buffaloes on the prairie, left by the white man 
who shot them from a passing train. I am a savage and do not understand how the 
smoking iron horse can be more important than the buffalo that we kill only to stay 
alive. What is man without the beasts? If all the beasts were gone, men would die 
from a great loneliness of spirit. For whatever happens to the beasts, soon happens 
to man. All things are connected. 

You must teach your children that the ground beneath their feet is the ashes of our 
grandfathers. So that they will respect the land, tell your children that the land is 
rich with the lives of our kin. Teach your children what we have taught our children, 
that the earth is our mother. 

Whatever befalls the earth, befalls the sons of the earth. If men spit upon the 
ground, the spit upon themselves. This we know. The earth does not belong to 
man; man belongs to the earth. This we know. All things are connected like the 
blood which unites one family, all things are connected. Whatever befalls the earth 
befalls the sons of the earth. Man did not weave the web of life; he is merely a 
strand in it. Whatever he does to the web he does to himself. 

But we will consider your offer to go to the reservation you have for my people. We 
will live apart, and in peace. It matters little where we spend the rest of our days. 
Our children have seen their fathers humbled in defeat. Our warriors have felt 
shame, and after defeat they turn their days to idleness and contaminate their 
bodies with sweet foods and strong drink. It matters little where we spend the rest 
of our days. They are not many. A few more hours, a few more winters, and none 
of the children of the great tribes that once lived on this earth or that roam now in 
small bands in the woods will be left to mourn the graves of a people once as 
powerful and hopeful as yours. But why should I mourn the graves of my people? 
Tribes are made of men, nothing more. Men come and go, like the waves of the 
sea. Even the white man, whose God walks and talks with him as friend to friend, 
cannot be exempt from common destiny. We may be brothers after all; we shall 
see. 

One thing we know, which the white man may one day discover - our God is the 
same God. You may think now that you own Him as you wish to own our land; but 
you cannot. He is the God of man, and His compassion is equal for the red man and 
the white. The earth is precious to Him, and to harm the earth is to heap contempt 
on its Creator. The whites too shall pass; perhaps sooner than any other tribes. 
Continue to contaminate your bed, and you will one night suffocate in your own 
waste. But in your perishing you will shine brightly, fired by the strength of the God 
who brought you to this land and for some special purpose gave you dominion over  
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this land and over the red man. That destiny is a mystery to us, for we do not 
understand when the buffalo are all slaughtered, the wild horses are tamed, the 
secret corners of the forests are heavy with the scent of many men, and the view of 
the hills blotted out by talking wires. Where is the thicket? Gone. Where is the 
eagle? Gone. And what is it to say good-bye to the swift pony and the hunt? The 
end of living and the beginning of survival. 

So we will consider your offer to buy our land. If we agree it will be to secure the 
reservation you have promised. There, perhaps, we may live out our brief days as 
we wish. When the last red man has vanished from this earth, and his memory is 
only the shadow of a cloud moving across the prairie, these shores and forests will 
still hold the spirit of my people. For they love this earth as a newborn loves its 
mother's heartbeat. So if we sell our land, love it as we have loved it. Care for it as 
we have cared for it. Hold in your mind the memory of the land as it is when you 
take it. And with all your strength, with all your mind, with all your heart, preserve 
it for your children, and love it ...as God loves us. 

 
One thing we know. Our God is the same God. The earth is precious to Him. Even 
the white cannot be exempt from the common destiny. We may be brother after all. 
We shall see. 

 
The Knocksink Experience 

"The 'Knocksink Experience' has been developed by Scouting Ireland CSI in 
consultation with the Conservation Education Trust (CET)/ Irish Wildlife Federation 
(IWF) at their centre in Knocksink Wood , Enniskerry, Co. Wicklow with grant 
assistance from the Environment Awareness Awards Scheme of the Department of 
the Environment “ 

 
’The wilderness inspires feelings of awe and wonder, and one's intimate contact 
with this environment leads to thoughts about spiritual meanings and eternal 
processes.  
Individuals feel better acquainted with their own thoughts and feelings, and they  
feel different in some way - calmer, at peace with themselves, more beautiful on 
the  
inside and mystified. They appreciate the slow pace of things, and they appreciate  
their privacy and the chance to attend to their own thoughts.’ 

Kaplan and Talbot: 1983 
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Wild, remote and wilderness areas have always attracted many people. Adventures 
in our local wilderness either by hiking or camping can create a magical and 
memorable experience for those who take part. The magic of sleeping in a bivouac 
under the night sky. The exhilaration of standing on top of a mountain or seeing the 
beauty of sunrise and sunset over a wild landscape. We as Scouts have more 
opportunities than others to experience such adventures. These adventures will put 
us in close contact with our environment and instil in us a greater appreciation of 
the elements which make it. Although it is more likely that in such situations you 
will ponder on the greatness of creation and its wild beauty it is possible to 
experience and appreciate such experiences closer to home. 

Have you ever been in a natural situation when you have experienced something 
special even wonderful. A realising of the world around you and the part you play in 
it. The presence of God, the wonderment of God's creation, you seem to lose 
awareness of yourself, so absorbed were you by the experience. Such experiences 
may only happen to you once in a lifetime while others may experience such a trill 
every day. These experiences called peak experiences by psychologists happen to 
most people at some time or another. 

Scouts are more likely to be high-peakers as a result of their exposure to the 
natural environment. 

High-peakers are more likely to: 

 Find their lives more meaningful; 

 Meditate on life more frequently; 

 Know the meaning and purpose of life more consistently; 

 Feel more confident and self assured. 

Baden Powell recognised the value of such experiences and it is one of the primary 
reason why our programme is based in the out of doors. By providing young people 
with opportunities to be outdoors in a wilderness and wild countryside areas the 
likelihood of a young person experiencing a peak experience are heightened. Baden 
Powell called this element of Scouting woodcraft and described it as an 
understanding and appreciation of the world around us. This had been interpreted 
over the years to mean knowing the names of plants, trees, etc. Woodcraft is more 
than a knowledge of the names of plants etc. but a deeper and more meaningful 
relationship with it. It is the experiencing of nature through all the senses that 
provides the mind with a more intensified picture of our surrounding which will 
enable us to harmonize with the life of the planet. 
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Learning is accomplished through the five senses: seeing, hearing, feeling, smelling 
and tasting. It is through these senses that impressions, which result in learning 
are made on the mind. 

If you were to rank the senses in order of importance in grasping impressions and 
ideas, it would be; seeing, hearing, feeling, smelling and tasting . While the latter 
two are generally of less importance in giving impressions that are necessary for 
learning, they can be very informative in some areas. For example, a fireman may 
use smell to learn the exact location of a fire, a food inspector may use taste to 
learn if a product is satisfactory. 

In planning any learning activity, it is important to remember that the five senses 
are the channels through which an individual is stimulated. Through the senses he 
or she makes contact with the things around him or her, and make responses which 
lead to the acquiring of new knowledge, skills or attitudes. The more senses 
involved the greater the learning. 

Through participating in the awareness exercises presented in this handbook we 
hope to heighten the awareness of our natural environment. This we hope will 
cause those you participate to explore nature and their environment further either 
in groups or as individuals. Nature and environment studies are extensive and at 
times complicated subjects and it is not our purpose as leaders of young people to 
educate the young people we come in contact with about every aspect of these 
subjects rather we should provide opportunities where learning can occur. The 
names of plants and animals are not important and can be discovered in any 
reference book on nature. 

What is important is the interaction of the whole planet and man's part in it. The 
exercises and support material will enable you and the members of your section to 
explore nature together. If it sparks an interest in even half of those who take part 
then we will have achieved a lot.  

 

CARRYING MY OWN PACK 
O thou who hast given each of us a pack to carry as we hike along through life, 

Make me willing to shoulder my own rightful load 

May I never yield to the temptation to shirk my duty. 

Let me never expect someone else to do for me what I ought to do for myself. 

When the mad seems rough and my pack grows heavy, 

May I have the patience to keep on. 

If my strength fails, 
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May I seek the help thou canst give. 

By faith and courage may I keep on going. 

Grant that I may never increase the weight of my pack by adding useless luggage. 

May I cast away all anger and bitterness. 

Save me from spending my strength in useless complaining. 

May I carry my load with a smile. 

As I go forward toward my goal, 

May I become aware of the eternal Christ who walks by my side as he carries a 
cross 

In his name. Amen 

 

Prayer Composed by Chief Yellow Lark, a Blackfoot Indian 
Oh, Great Spirit, whose voice I hear in the winds and whose breath gives life to all 
the world, hear me. 

I come before you, one of your many children. I am weak and small. I need your 
strength and wisdom. 

Let me walk in beauty and make my eyes ever behold the red and purple sunset; 
my ears sharp so I may hear your voice. 

Make me wise, so I may learn the things you have taught my people, the lessons 
you have hidden under every rock and leaf. I seek strength, not to be superior to 
my brothers, but to be able to fight my greatest enemy - myself. 

Make me ever ready to come to you with clean hands and straight eyes, so 
whenever life fades, like the fading sunset, my spirit will come to you without 
shame. 

 

A Navajo Prayer 
Before me peaceful 

Behind me peaceful 

Under me peaceful 

Over me peaceful 

Around me peaceful 
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WHAT CAN WE GIVE? 

Our Friendship to those who need it. 

Our Love to those close to us. 

Our Thanks to those who deserve it. 

Our Encouragement to those who are unsure. 

Our Support to those who seek it. 

 

 

Our Respect to those who have earned it. 

Our Understanding to those whose views differ. 

Our Comfort to those who !mBer illness. 

Our Consolation to those who grieve. 

Our Time to causes we deem worthy. 

 

These are gifts we can all afford to give. None is beyond our means, none has to be 
gift-wrapped, and none needs to be exchanged for size or colour preference. 

A gift of oneself is precious not only to the recipient, but enriches the giver as well. 
 

Guideposts for Living: 
1. I will do more than belong, I will participate 

2. I will do more than care, I will help. 

3. I will do more than believe, I will practice. 

4. I will do more than be fair, I will be kind.: T 

5. I will do more than dream, I will work. LI 

6. I will do more than teach, I will inspire. 

7. I will do more than learn, I will enrich. 

8. I will do more than give, I will serve. 

9. I will do more than live, I will grow. 

10. I will do more than be friendly, I will be a friend. 
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Someone once said: 

What goes around comes around. 

Work like you don't need the money. 

Love like you've never been hurt. 

Dance like nobody's watching. 

 

IT COULDN'T BE DONE 
Somebody said that it couldn't be done, 

But he with a chuckle replied 

That maybe it couldn't, but he would be one 

Who wouldn't say so till he'd tried. 

So he buckled right in with the trace of a grin 

On his face, if he worried, he hid it. 

He started to sing as he tackled the thing 

That couldn't be done, and he did it. 

 

Somebody scoffed: "Oh, you'll never do that; 

At least, no one ever has done it." 

But he took off his coat and he took off his hat, 

And the first thing he knew he'd begun it. 

With the lift of his chin and a bit of a grin, 

Without any doubting or "quiddit" 

He started to sing as he tackled the thing 

That couldn't be done. And he did it! 

 

There are thousands to tell you it cannot be done. 

There are thousands to prophesy failure. 

There are thousands to point out to you, one by one, 

The dangers that wait to assail you. 
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But just buckle in with a bit of a grin. 

Just take off your coat and go to it. 

Just start to sing as you tackle the thing 

That "cannot be done" and you'll do it. 

 

THIRTEEN STEPS TO BUILD A CAMPFIRE 
1. Split dead limb into fragments and shave one fragment into slivers. 

2. Bandage left thumb. 

3. Chop other fragments into smaller fragments. 

4. Bandage left foot. 

5. Make a structure of slivers (including those embedded in hand). 

6. Light a match. 

7. Light a match. 

8. Repeat "A Scout is Cheerful," and light a match 

9. Apply match to slivers, add wood fragments, blow gently into base of flames. 

10. Apply bum ointment to nose. 

11. When fire is burning, collect more wood. 

12. When fire is burning well, add all remaining firewood. 

13. After thunderstorm has passed, repeat above steps. 

 

Subject: A GOOD STORY 
His name was Fleming, and he was a poor Scottish farmer. One day, while trying to 
make a living for his family, he heard a cry for help coming from a nearby bog. He 
dropped his tools and ran to the bog. There, mired to his waist in black muck, was 
a terrified boy, screaming and struggling to free himself. Farmer Fleming saved the 
lad from what could have been a slow and terrifying death. The next day, a fancy 
carriage pulled up to the Scotsman's sparse surroundings. An elegantly dressed 
nobleman stepped out and introduced himself as the father of the boy Farmer 
Fleming had saved. 

"I want to repay you," said the nobleman. "You saved my son's life." 

"No, I can't accept payment for what I did," the Scottish farmer replied, waving off 
the offer.  
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At that moment, the farmer's own son came to the door of the family hovel. 

"Is that your son?" the nobleman asked. 

"Yes," the farmer replied proudly. 

"I'll make you a deal. Let me take him and give him a good education. If the lad is 
anything like his father, he'll grow to a man you can be proud of." And that he did. 
In time, Farmer Fleming's son graduated from St. Mary's Hospital Medical School in 
London, and went on to become known throughout the world as the noted Sir 
Alexander Fleming, the discoverer of Penicillin. Years afterward, the nobleman's son 
was stricken with pneumonia. 

What saved him? Penicillin. 

The name of the nobleman? Lord Randolph Churchill. 

His son's name? Sir Winston Churchill. 

 

BEATITUDES FOR LEADERS 
BLESSED is the leader who has not sought the high place, but who had been 
drafted into service because of his ability and willingness to serve. 

BLESSED is the leader who knows where she is going, why she is going, and how to 
get there. 

BLESSED is the leader who knows no discouragement, who presents no alibi. 

BLESSED is the leader who knows how to lead without being dictatorial; true 
leaders are humble. 

BLESSED is the leader who seeks the best for those he serves. 

BLESSED is the leader who leads for the good of the most concerned, and not for 
the personal gratification of her own ideas. 

BLESSED is the leader who develops leaders while leading. 

BLESSED is the leader who marches with the group, interprets correctly the signs of 
the pathways that lead to success. 

BLESSED is the leader who has his head in the clouds but his feet on the ground. 

BLESSED is the leader who considers leadership an opportunity for service. 
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WHEN I GET TIME 

When I get time 

I'll organize my days 

Do all the things I'm putting off 

and change my slipshod ways. 

 

When I get time 

I know just what I'll do 

Pick up my training book and Scouting Magazine 

 

and read them through and through 

 

When I get time 

I'll get my trusty pen 

dash off a ton of letters 

I've owed for weeks and then. 

 

When I get time 

I'll call my Group members 

plan this month's meeting well 

and then I'll plan some others. 

 

When I get time 

Oh what a dream of bliss 

Some day, some month, some hour 

a year or two from this. 

 

But I can't finish this… 

I have no time!! 
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A TRUE FRIEND 

A TRUE FRIEND IS ONE TO WHOM YOU CAN 

TIP OUT ALL THE CONTENTS OF YOUR HEART, 

CHAFF AND GRAIN TOGETHER 

KNOWING THAT THE GENTLEST HANDS WILL 

TAKE AND SIFT IT, 

KEEP WHAT IS WORTH KEEPING AND, 

WITH A BREATH OF KINDNESS, 

BLOW THE REST AWAY. 

An Arabian definition of a friend 

 

 

Recipe for a Wonderful Day 
� 1 cup of friendly words 

� 1 dash of gentle humour 

� 2 heaping cups understanding 

� 1 pinch spice of life 

� 2 cups milk of human kindness 

� 1 drop of warm personality 

� 3 heaping tablesoons time and patience 

Measure words carefully. Add cups of understanding to milk of human kindness. Sift 
together three times to make a smooth paste. Cook with gas on front burner. Keep 
temperature low so it never boils over. Season with gentle humour, warm 
personality and 

spice of life. Serve in individual moulds. Works best with a good mixer. 

 

WORDS OF WISDOM 
Can you say today in parting with a day that's slipping fast 

that you've helped a single person of the many you have passed? 
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Did you waste the day or lose It; was it well or poorly spent? 

Did you sow a seed of kindness? 

Or did you leave a scar of discontent? 

As you close your eyes in slumber, 

do you think that God would say, 

"You have made this world much better for the lives you've lived today." 

 

A GROWN UP PRAYER 
May I grow in character and ability as I grow in size. 

May I be honest with myself and others in what I say and do, 

May I always honour my parents my elders, and my leaders. 

May I develop high moral principles and the courage to live by them. 

May I strive for health in body, mind and spirit 

 

 

May I always respect the rights of others. 

May I set a good example so that others may enjoy and profit from my company. 

May I give honest effort to my work. 

May I learn things that will help me make life better for every living thing. 
 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION -- HUMOROUS AWARDS 
A plaque using a bandage: For the person who can make things better with that 
extra special idea, or someone who can fix anything. 

Spark Plug Award- for the person who gives the unit its Spark! 

Helping Hand Award: For the person who is always there to lend a helping hand. 
(Trace one of the boy’s hands for this) 

Top Banana Award: Your committee chairman could receive this - a banana. 

Raise In Pay Award: A box of raisins could go to each Den Leader for all the 
overtime. 

Taxi Service Award: A small car for the parents who are always there with a ride. 
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Head Above Water Award: A fish bobber for the Treasurer or Committee 
Chairperson. 

Well Done: Burnt slice of toast 

Nuttiest: Bag of nuts 

Added a spark to the meeting: 4th of July sparkler 

Enlightening: flashlight, candle, matches, and light bulb 

Expanded our knowledge: elastic, large rubber band 

Best foot forward: 12” ruler, sock with a hole 

Heartfelt thanks: heart cut from felt 

Catch the Scouting Dream Page 52 Simon Kenton Council Pow Wow 2000 

Eye-opening experience: box of toothpicks 

Most noteworthy: note pad, matchbook cover with small sheet of paper stapled to it 

You stuck to it: tape dispenser, bottle of glue, glue stick 

Fan-tastic: fan, folded piece of paper 

Thanks a million - $1 million in play money 

Write-on: pencil, pen 

Marbeleous job: bag of marbles 

Worked -like a dog: dog biscuit 

Tee-r i f i c job: golf tee (or Tea-r i f i c job: Tea bag) 

Dim’n (diamond) pin award: dime glued to a safety pin 

Plunged right in: mini plunger found at craft stores 

Rose to the occasion: artificial or ribbon rose 

Nice job: box of Nice, cough drops 

A stake in boy’s future: tent stake 

Charge up award: battery 

Knock yourself out award: a hammer 

Shining example: flashlight 

It’s bean wonderful: a beanbag or can of beans 

Record breaking performance: pieces of broken record in bag 

Welcome aboard: small piece of wood 
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Rope Award: for the person who can tie up loose ends 

Crutch Award: for the person you can always lean on 

Ring-Dingy Award -two cans on a string, for the person who spends a lot of time 
making phone calls. 

Do-re-mi award: a musical note for the person who leads songs. 

Big Rock Award: for someone who is the Rock of Gibraltar in the group. 

Alka-seltzer award: an Alka-Seltzer box, for the person who adds fizz to a meeting. 

Football award: small football to the person who doesn’t mind tackling a big job 

Hogs& Kisses: a pink cut-out pig from poster board with a Hershey kiss glued on 
top for those special leaders who work extra hard. 

 

Campfire Opening 
Personnel: Narrator and 8 Cub Scouts 

(Each with his part written on a card). 

Equipment: Real or artificial campfire, seven candles. 

Narrator: Welcome to the Cub Scout campfire. Akela is among us. Let us draw from 
this campfire with all its vibrancy and warmth, the secrets of Cub Scouting and the 
spirit of brotherhood. 

Cub 1: In its light we see new chances to be helpful and to do our best. 

Cub 2: From its warmth we strengthen the bonds of fellowship and learn how to get 
along with others. 

Cub 3: From the stones that ring the fire and keep its power in check, we learn how 
we can curb our tempers and become good citizens. 

Cub 4: From the smoke that rises out of the fire, we learn to lift our eyes upward 
and worship God. 

Cub 5: The spark that started this fire reminds us that little Good Turns can lead to 
greater deeds. 

Cub 7: Just as the fire needs wood to burn bright, so do we need the care and love 
of our parents to burn brightly. 

Cub 8: In its leaping flames, we see the fun of Cub Scouting and the job of life. 
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Recipe for a Wonderful Day 

Personnel: 8 Cubs 

Equipment: Large pot, TV tray for table, Large Spoon, Measuring spoons, Salt- 
shaker, Spice box and 2 small bowls or Jelly moulds. 

1 cup Friendly Words (torn up newspaper), 

2 Heaping cups Understanding (torn up yellow paper), 

2 cups Milk of Human Kindness (torn up white paper), 

2 heaping tablespoons Time and Patience (salt in jar labelled Time & Patience), 

1 Dash Gentle Humour, (Salt shaker labelled Humour), 

1 Pinch Spice of Life (Spice box labelled Spice of Life), 

1 Drop Warm Personality (Small bottle labelled Warm Personality) 

Cub 1: We are going to make a wonderful day. 

Start with 1 cup Friendly Words. Measure words carefully. (Put torn up newspaper 
in pot) 

Cub 2: Add 2 Heaping cups of Understanding. (Put in torn up yellow paper) 

Cub 3: Add 2 cups Milk of Human Kindness. (Put in torn up white paper) 

Cub 3: Add 2 heaping tablespoons of Time and Patience. Stir together to make a 
smooth paste. (Shake Time & Patience container over pot and stir) 

 

 

Cub 4: (Move pot to front edge of table and motion as if turning temperature 
knob.) Keep temperature low so it will never boil over. 

Cub 5: Stir in a Dash of Gentle Humour and cook with gas on the front burner. 
(Shake Humour container over pot and stir) 

Cub 6: Season with a drop of warm personality and a pinch of spice of life. (Pour in 
Warm Personality) 

Cub 7: (Shake Spice of Life box over pot and stir) 

Cub 8: Serve in individual moulds. (Spoon mixture into moulds or small bowls) 

Cub 7: Works best with a good mixer. 
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Think 

Personnel: 5 Cubs 

Equipment: 5 pieces of poster board with a letter printed on front. 

Setting: They form a line and hold up their card when it is their turn. 

T Try to do your best at everything that you do. 

H Have a fire extinguisher handy at all times. 

I Ice will cool a hot beverage. 

N Never leave a fire unsupervised. 

K Cub Grub is the theme for tonight’s pack meeting! 

 

Bugs and Things 
Personnel: 6 Cubs 

Cub 1: There are flies, and fleas, ticks and chiggers. 

Cub 2: There are mosquitoes and ants, and scorpions. 

Cub 3: There are spiders, crickets, cockroaches and more. 

Cub 4: And they are all creatures of this great earth. 

Cub 5: Believe it or not, they were all put on this earth as part of God's great plan. 

Cub 6: And Mom and Dad, there are days when you think that we are all just as big 
of a pest as they. 

All Say: So tonight we ask that you think of us all as part of that Godly plan, and 
love us all. 

 

 

Holiday Greetings 
Personnel: 9 Cubs and a Den Chief or Leader 

Equipment: Each Cub holds up a card which spells out the word G-R-E-E-T-I-N-G-S. 

Each hold up his card as he speaks his line. 

Setting: An introduction is made by the Den Chief or Leader, who explains that the 
audience is to respond by doing as the boys say. 

G Glad to see you are here tonight. 
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R Reach out your hand to a friend left or right. 

E Everyone smile and shake his hand. 

E Everybody smile and nod at another friend. 

T Together now, stand up on your feet, 

I I’d like for you all to take your seat. 

N Now that we’re all friends, we’ll start the show, 

G Good Will is a feeling we all like to know. 

S So now we say greetings to everyone. 

We’ve tried to spread goodwill, and that we have done. So Cub Leader 
____________, our program’s begun! (Boys motion for Cub Leader to come on 
stage) 

 

Unusual Gifts 
Personnel: 8 Cubs (May be divided into more or less parts depending upon number 
of Cubs in the Den.) 

Equipment: 3 large, brightly coloured envelopes 

Setting: Cubs come on stage with coats and hats on, chattering, each steps forward 
to say his line; emphasis on the BOLD word. 

Cub 1: We’ve met to take our Christmas gifts to special people on our BLOCK. 

Cub 2: Now when we tell you who they are, it may come as a SHOCK. 

Cub 3: And when we tell you what we’re giving, you’ll really be SURPRISED. 

Cub 4: For our gifts aren’t of the kind that are usually PUBLICIZED. 

Cub 5: (Holds up envelope) Our gifts are promises of help when hard jobs must be 
DONE. This one tells our handicapped friend of errands we will RUN. 

Cub 6: (Holds up envelope) This one tells a lady that we will mow her YARD. Mowing is 
too much for her, but we don’t find it HARD. 

Cub 7: (Holds up envelope) This one tells an elderly man that we will mend his FENCE. 

Cub 8: Now don’t you think this sort of gift makes a lot of SENSE? 

(They wave good-bye, Merry Christmas, etc.; and leave 
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God's Handiwork 

Personnel: 6 Cub Scouts 

Equipment: Posters of scenes in nature for each Cub Scout to hold as he reads. 

Cub 1: We've learned a lot about taking care 

Of this wondrous planet of ours. 

Cub 2: We will protect and clean up the air 

So all can enjoy the stars. 

Cub 3: We won't litter out fields and streams 

Or throw our trash on the roads. 

Cub 4: We will enjoy all the sun's beams 

And protect the homes of the toads. 

Cub 5: Nature is truly a wondrous thing. 

God's handiwork is everywhere -- 

Cub 6: In flowers and trees and butterfly wings 

In clean water, clean fields and clean air. 

 

Mosquito 
Personnel: Cub Leader or Pack Leader and 8 Cubs 

Equipment: 8 large cards. One for each of the letters in the word Mosquito. 

M is for the memories we will share tonight, and the memories of our time at camp. 

O is for the opportunity we are fortunate to have - the opportunity to grow together 
at camp, to learn new skills, and to share together around an open fire 

S is for the super activities and people we meet when we are at Camp. 

Q is for the quiet times we experience together: times when we can reflect on the 
wonderful friends we have made. 

U is for the ultimate peacefulness in the out-of-doors. 

I is for the inspiration we receive from nature, and from friends. 

T is for the terrific people we meet each day. 

O is short for “On with the Show” 

Cub Leader: And when you put these all together, what do you get? 

All: MOSQUITO! 
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Solving a Christmas Problem 
Personnel: 8 Cub Scouts 

Equipment: Christmas tree, chair 

Setting: As the scene begins, a Cub Scout 6 is seated, head in hands by a 
Christmas tree. 

The other Cub Scouts enter and speak to him. 

Cub 1: What is really wrong with you, we’ve got a lot of work to do. 

Cub 2: Come on don’t be so down. Your face looks terrible with that frown. 

Cub 3: Tell us why you are so sad. At Christmas time you should be glad. 

Cub 4: Maybe with Christmas so near, he’s worrying about what he’s getting this 
year. 

Cub 5: Come on and let us help you out, because helping others is part of being a 
Cub Scout. 

Cub 6: (Jumps up with a big smile on his face and shakes hands and slaps on back 
of 

Cub number 5) That’s it! That’s it! Thanks old Buddy, my thinking sure was pretty 
muddy! 

Cub 7: (All look puzzled at each other.) What did he do that made things right! I 
guess I’m just not too bright 

Cub 6: (speaking with lots of expression) I don’t have money to buy my Mom a gift 
you see, but now I know I’ll give her just helpful me! 

Cub 8: Boy I’m glad you’ve helped us all remember, the importance part of that 
holiday in December. 

(All put their arms around each other and walk off stage in a happy group.) 

 

Practise 
To be good at anything, you have to believe that you can do it, and then practice it 
until you can. There is no easy way to become an expert. You just have to keep at 
it, over and over. There will be times you’ll think that you just can’t make it. But 
don’t give up a task just because it seems too hard. There are few things worth 
doing that are easy to do at first, but a Cub Scout always does his best. 
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Doorway To Adventure 
Personnel: Cub Leader and a voice off stage. 

Setting: Closed door at the front of the room. Room is darkened and door 
spotlighted. 

Voice: This is the doorway to adventure. Behind it there are many new and exciting 
things: friends, games, trips, new skills, contests, awards, hiking, camping, fun of 
all kinds. 

Cub Leader: How can we get so much behind one small door? 

(Open door: reveal Pack flag or uniformed Cub Scout.) 

Cub Leader: It’s Cub Scouting!!!!! 

 

Follow the Promise 
Personnel: Cub Leader or Den Leader 

Cub Leader: Would you like to ride in a star ship or a planet hopper, to walk on the 
moon or float through space, or be a part of a space station crew? These may be 
some things we will be doing some day. We can’t be sure, but one thing is certain, 
the world will need good men and women in the future. And we can be sure we will 
fill that need if we remember to follow the Cub Scout Promise. Let’s think about 
that as we stand and say the Promise. 

 

Exercise 
Personnel: 8 Cub Scouts 

Equipment: A cardboard letter for each boy - E X E R C I S E 

Setting: Each boy holding letter 

E This is our first secret word for tonight. 

X Your body is like a machine. 

 

 

E It runs best when you use it, 

R and take good care of it. 

C Exercising helps take care of your body machine. 
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I It helps your heart, 

S your lungs, 

E and your muscles. 

 

Fit for Life 
Personnel: 5 Cubs 

Cub 1: One of the goals of Cub Scouting is physical fitness, and we've been paying 
special attention to it this month. 

Cub 2: It's fun to test yourself against standards to see how fit you are and to 
compete against other Cub Scouts in fitness games and contests. 

Cub 3: But there is a more important reason for all this physical activity. It's to 
make you fit for life. 

Cub 4: Physical fitness is not just being strong and athletic. It's also about knowing 
how to take care of your body, how much rest it needs, and what not to put into it, 
like drugs, alcohol, and tobacco. 

Cub 5: Don't learn the hard way. Stay away from drugs and drinking and stay fit for 
life.  

Freedom 1 
Personnel: Narrator, 4 cub Scouts 

Equipment: U. S. Flag, 4 candles 

Setting: Cub Scouts stand near flag holding candles 

Narrator: What you see here represents the past, the present, and the future. 

Cub 1: The stripes of Old Glory stand for the original 13 colonies. The stars 
represent the present states. The Cubs represent the men of tomorrow. 

Cub 2: The light and the warmth of the 4 candles remind us of the 4 Freedoms: 

Cub 3: Freedom of Speech Freedom of Worship 

Cub 4: Freedom from want Freedom from Fear. Eliminate any one of these 
freedoms and our country would become dark and cold. Let us keep the United 
States an example of warmth and light, by keeping the four freedoms. 

Cub 5: Let us stand and pledge allegiance to the flag. 
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Freedom 2 

Personnel: 10 Cubs 

Equipment: A small American Flag for each Cub 

Setting: Each Cub comes in with an American Flag and then recites the ten 
freedoms guaranteed us in the of Rights 

Cub 1: The right to worship God in one’s own way. 

Cub 2: The right to free speech and press. 

Cub 3: The right to peaceable assembly. 

Cub 4: The right to petition for a redress of grievances. 

Cub 5: The right to privacy in our homes. 

Cub 6: The right to habeas corpus—no excessive bail. 

Cub 7: The right to trial by jury - innocent until proven guilty. 

Cub 8: The right to move about freely at home and abroad. 

Cub 9: The right to own property. 

Cub 10: The right to a free election and personal secret ballot. Now join us in 
singing “America”. 

 

Get into Shape 
Personnel: 3 Cub Scouts 

Equipment: 1 Cub is dressed neatly in athletic clothes, the other two dressed 
sloppily, 

Cub 1: (Drags on stage, looking tired, bored, and meets sharp, clean Cub 2) Boy, 
am I tired. I wish I could be in shape. I’m so weak I don’t know what to do. 

Cub 2: I have something that will get you into shape physically and mentally. Take 
the first step into my program and into shape by stepping over this line. 

Cub 1: (Steps over line and becomes very bright, alert , athletic.) 

Cub 3: (Walks in dragging, tired and meets l and 2.) I’m so bored. I have done 
everything there is and nothing is left. I miss the challenges. 

Cub 2: I have something that will challenge you, train you, coach you and develop 
you both physically and mentally. Just step over this line! 

Cub 3: (Steps over line and becomes very bright, alert, athletic.) 
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Cubs 1 & 3: (together) What is this program we stepped into that gives us energy, 
strength, challenges and fun? 

Cub 2: It is a mental and physical fitness program... (Holds up sign reading “CUB 
SCOUTING”) CUB SCOUTING!!!! 

 

The Great Melting Pot 
Personnel: 3 parents, 3 Cubs and Den Leader or Cub Leader to be Akela 

Equipment: 3 Poles, Rope or Twine, 2 flag poles, Pack Flag and American Flag 

Setting: Each parent will walk in with a stave, then they will form a tripod which an 
older Scout will tie. This is a unique way for a Scout troop to share with the Cub 
Scouts  

Parent 1: I support Scouts because they promote strong healthy boys and minds. 

Parent 2: For me, it’s their encouragement of the boys in their religious beliefs, and 
their growth within their own church. 

Parent 3: It’s the citizenship, the respect for one’s duty to God and their country. 
It‘s the sharing with the community. (Cub comes out carrying a large pot which is to be hung 
from the tripod or a cardboard cut-out of same.) 

Cub 1: Our nation is like this kettle. Our ancestry mixed. The different feelings, 
cultures and religious beliefs are in this kettle. 

Cub 2: As Cub Scouts , we learn to respect, even help people who are different 
than us. (Pulls out pack flag, and places on flag pole) 

Cub 3: That is why Scouting can be good for our community, state and nation. 
(Brings forth American Flag and puts on pole). 

Akela: Now as we are all mixed together into one large Scouting family; let’s stand 
and honour our flags. Scout salute. 

I pledge allegiance  . 

 
Turkey 

Personnel: 6 Cubs with signs, large letters on front and sayings printed on back. 

T is for THANKS, many thanks for all we have, food, shelter, family, freedoms. 

U is for UNIFORM, the uniform we wear is a visible sign of what we stand for. 

R is for RESPECT, respect others, what they are and what they believe in. 
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K is for KEY, the key to whom and what we are depends on our background and 
heritage. 

E is for EFFORT, you must expend effort in order to make anything worthwhile. 

Y is for YES, yes, we are grateful for many things, and yes, we accept the Scouting 
challenge. 

 

Blessings 
Personnel: 8 Cubs - each boy reads a line - colours are posted and Pledge of 
Allegiance is recited. 

Cub 1: It is our family’s belief 

Cub 2: And one for which we pray 

Cub 3: That Thanksgiving become a lifestyle 

Cub 4: and not just a day. 

Cub 5: We’re thankful for our family, 

Cub 6: And for good friends it’s true, 

Cub 7: For all the blessings we’ve received 

Cub 8: Today, and all year through. 

 

Pockets 
Personnel: 7 Cubs 

Equipment: Cards with letters spelling out P O C K E T S and pictures of collections. 

P is for POSTAGE STAMPS, something people have collected for many years. 

O is OLD-FASHIONED, what some call antiques. 

C is for CARDS, baseball, football, basketball or hockey. There are so many kinds to 
choose from. 

K is for KITES, to fly high in the sky. They come in so many styles and colour the 
variety is endless. 

E is for ELECTRONICS, some people collect everything electronic they can get their 
hands on. TVs, radios, CD players, video games and computers the list goes on.  

T is for TOYS, every kid is a true collector. Their collecting never stops even when 
they grow up. They just collect different toys. 
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S is for SCOUT STUFF that every Scout collects. What Scout does not have 
collections of badges, patches, uniforms, ties slides, T-shirts, and camping gear. 

 

What Have You Got in Your Pocket? 
Personnel: 5 Cubs 

Equipment: Wolf book, various patches (Arrow of Light, Wolf, Bear, etc.), 

Small book and light bulb. 

Setting: Cub 1 sits cross- legged, centre stage, wearing a ragged or torn old beach 
towel or blanket over his uniform. He has a pot or a 3 lb. coffee can in front of him. 

Two Cubs enter, walks up and stops in front of him. 

Cub 1: Excuse me, would either of you care to contribute something to our Cub 
Scout Pack. 

Cub 2: Sure, glad to help out. (Throws some change in pot.) 

Cub 1: No! We don’t need any money. What we need is some fun! 

Cub 2: (Reaches into pocket, pulls out a small book.) Well, here is a new book of 
games we found. 

(Drops book into pot, them walks off.) 

Cub 1: Thanks. Now if I just had some spirit. 

Cub 3: (Walks out and stops in front of Cub 1. Drops some change into pot.) Here 
you go my man. 

Cub 1: Hey, no. Wait, I don’t want your money, what I need is some more Scout 
Spirit. 

Cub 3: (Reaches into pocket, pulls out a new Wolf Scout Book.) Here you go. 
Everything you need to know about Scout Spirit is in here. 

(Walks off) 

Cub 1: Thanks, Now if I just had some goals. 

Cub 4: (Walks out and stops in front of Cub 1. Drops some change in the pot.) Glad 
to help. 

Cub 1: Oh, Oh, here we go again. Sorry, Sir, I’m not after money. What I need are 
some goals. 

Cub 4: (Reaches into pocket, pulls out some patches - Wolf, Bear, Arrow of Light, 
etc. and throws them in the pot.) How about these rank advancements, they make 
excellent goals. (Walks off) 
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Cub 1: Hey, good deal. Now if I just had some way to help our community. 

Cub 5: (Walks out and stops in front of Cub 1. Drops some change in the pot.) Glad 
to help out. 

Cub 1: Well, thanks anyway. I wish you could pull out of your pocket an idea for me 
how I can help the less fortunate. 

Cub 5: You know, (pulls out a small light bulb, drops it into pot.) here’s an idea for 
you. 

Cub 1: (Pulls the light bulb, holds it over his head and thinks . . .) Hey, I’ve got it, 
I’ll donate all this money in my pot to a needy family. Maybe my Pack can adopt 
them for Christmas. (Throws off towel, gets up with pot and begins to walk off 
stage. Stops, turns to the audience.) How about you folks? Have you got anything 
in your pockets we could use? (Turns and walks off) 

 
Ideas and Tools 

Personnel: Narrator, 8 Cubs holding props. 

Cubs pantomime as their portion of the script is read. 

Equipment: Light bulb, Pattern, Tool, Pocket knife, Piece of wood, Clock, Person 
flexing a muscle, and Person pointing to rest of the group. 

Cub 1: (enters with a light bulb over his head) Any kind of project begins with an 
idea. It can come from a book, a magazine, a store or a friend. And sometimes the 
best ideas come from ourselves. 

Cub 2: (enters with a pattern) An idea needs a pattern or a plan to make it a 
reality. Planning and following instructions reduces time and confusion. 

Cub 3: (enters with tools) Using the proper tools is essential to make the job 
easier. Misuse of tools makes the job impossible. Use the tools as they were meant 
to be used. 

Cub 4: (enters with a pocket knife and a sharpening stone) Take proper care of  

 

 

your tools. Keep hem repaired and sharp. Dull or broken tools are dangerous! 

Cub 5: (enters with a piece of wood) Proper materials are as essential as proper 
tools. Sometimes substituting the wrong material could ruin a project. 

Cub 6: (enters with clock) Don’t hurry. Take your time and do the job correctly. 
Anything worth doing takes time and patience. 
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Cub 7: (enters flexing his muscles) Labour and effort are necessary, too! 

Cub 8: (enters pointing to the other Cubs) All of these things are important. They 
determine if the resulting project is good or bad. The success of the project 
depends on the ideas, tools, material and time and effort. 

 

Be Thankful 
Personnel: 2 Cubs or 2 Leaders 

Cub 1: Oh boy, Thanksgiving is coming! Turkey, stuffing and lots of pumpkin pie. 
Boy, am I going to pig out! 

Cub 2: Is that all Thanksgiving means to you? 

Cub 1: Sure, what does it mean to you? 

Cub 2: Eating a big dinner is only a small part of Thanksgiving. It is a time to 
celebrate and to give thanks for all that we have. 

Cub 1: Oh! Yea, to give thanks for that pumpkin pie. 

Cub 2: To give thanks for everything we have, not just for the food, but our homes, 
family and friends, and our freedoms. 

Cub 1: Freedoms? 

Cub 2: Yes, the Pilgrims celebrated religious freedom with a feast after a year in 
the new world. The other freedoms that we enjoy in America are freedom of 
speech, freedom to live as we choose, and the freedom to elect our leaders. 

Cub 1: I never realized that I had so many things to be thankful for. 
 

Witch’s Brew Opening 
Personnel: 4 Cubs (3 dressed as Witches) 

Equipment: Black witches kettle, coloured and white spotlights, a long stick for a 
ladle, a sheet, ingredients for brew listed below. 

Setting: Coloured spotlight is on witches, 1 witch stirs the pot and the others add 
ingredients. The witch stirring the pot recites. 

Witch: Take one dark night, without a star. 

Add one thin cat, as black as tar. 

Turn on a wind to shriek and moan. 

Stir in a ghost, with wail and groan. 
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Stuff three pumpkins with witch’s bane. 

Top with a slice of moon on the wane. 

Flavour with bats and things unseen. 

Boil and serve chilled. 

It’s Halloween! 

Cub: (Covered with sheet, enters the room and says) 

There are many weird things you may meet 

On Halloween upon our street 

Witches, goblins, spooks you dread 

A silent ghost without a head. 

Don’t be frightened, for you see 

Underneath are friends like me. 

(Cub pulls off sheet and welcomes all to the meeting.) 

 
Talented Boys 

Cub 1: Everyone can’t be brilliant, 

Everyone can’t be smart. 

But we do have bright ideas 

And we have a great big heart! 

Cub 2: I can dam a stream with boulders 

I can climb trees to the top, 

I can run for blocks and blocks 

And never ever stop. 

Cub 3: I can’t solve a chemical equation; 

I can’t explain Newton’s rule. 

But I can make a peanut butter sandwich 

That will really make you drool! 

Cub 4: We can do our best at home, 

We can do our best at play, 

 



 

 
Closing Narratives 

  

http://tidworthscoutgroup.terapad.com/ 
 

 
1st Tidworth 
Scout Group 

 
 
 
 
 

 

We can treat each other fairly, 

By watching what we do and say. 

Cub 5: I don’t know much about flowers, 

But smelling them is a joy. 

We don’t think we are failures 

We’re talented at being boys! 

 

The Scoutmaster 
There isn't any pay for you, you serve without reward,  
The boys who tramp the fields with you but little could afford,  
And yet your pay is richer far than those who toil for gold,  
For in a dozen different ways your service shall be told.  

You'll read it in the faces of a troop of growing boys,  
You'll read it in the pleasure of a dozen manly joys,  
And down the distant future - you will surely read it then,  
Emblazoned through the service of a band of loyal men.  

Five years of willing labor and of brothering a troop,  
Five years of trudging highways, with the Indian cry and whoop,  
Five years of camp fires burning, not alone for pleasure's sake,  
But the future generation which the boys are soon to make.  

They have no gold to give you, but when age comes on to you,  
They'll give you back the splendid things you taught them how to do,  
They'll give you rich contentment and a thrill of honest pride,  
And you'll see your nation prosper, and you'll all be satisfied.  

 

Be prepared. 
The end is character with purpose.  

Just like Saint George of old the Scouts of today fight against evil and unclean.  

There is no religious side of the movement; the whole of it is based upon your 
religion.  

As a Scout, you are obliged to do at least one good turn every day.  

You can smile at the rain if you have pitched your tent properly.  

Scouts learn endurances in the open. Like explorers, they carry their own burdens 
and 'paddle their own canoes.'  
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A Scout is 'clean in thought, word and deed.'  

The Scout Movement is a world-wide brotherhood.  

A boy learning what he can as a Scout, has a good chance in the world.  

Obey the Scout Law.  

Baden-Powell Chief Scout of the World.  

 

CANDLES 1 
Candle, candle, burning bright,  
Just one candle for the night.  

You will die before dawn's light,  
By giving of yourself for another's sight.  

People, people, scurrying through life,  
To eternity you are but just one night. 

Your dawn is breaking, where went the night,  
Where went the light in your life's flight?  

To curse the darkness or light a light,  
Which is love, which is right?  

Time spent kindly serving another's plight,  
Will give happiness and purpose to your life.  

Many candles burning throughout many nights,  
Will turn many wrongs into many rights.  

Oh what a world, oh what a sight,  
All our candles burning with all that might!  

 

"We must view young people not as empty bottles to be filled but as candles to be 
lit" - Robert H. Shaffer  

 

FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION 
Dear Youth and Friends of Youth, There are many values in a burning candle. First, 
it needs the help of a friend to start it on its mission to serve others. Once lit, its 
flame burns upward and outward. Its flickering flame makes dancing shadows that 
mesmerize its viewers into a mood for silent reading, story-telling, or imaginary  
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dreaming. One candle offers little light and heat, but one candle can light another 
candle. The power, sight and feeling of many burning candles is awesome.  

How many values for living can you find in the poem and the above paragraph? 
Where is your candle? Who is going to light it? What could your one candle do? 
What can many candles do? Probe your inner voice. Listen and heed, change an 
ideal into a deed, and light up the world! Finally, a candle gives its life for others. 
When your candle finally says "good night," will its light have made a difference in 
another's "sight."  

 

Candles 2 
"The best candle is understanding." 
"A candle lights others and consumes itself."  
"Life is not the wick or the candle - it is the burning."  
"Better to light one candle than curse the darkness."  
"A candle-glow can pierce the darkness."  

 

How many good deed examples can you give that impacted the 
world? 

"This I believe: A hundred years from now it will not matter what my bank account 
was, the sort of house I lived in, or the kind of car I drove. But the world may be 
different because I was important in the life of a boy."  

 

Help Other People 
Lord Baden-Powell, the founder of Scouting, said this to Scouts everywhere:  

"I often think, when the sun goes down, the world is hidden by a big blanket from 
the light of heaven, but the starts are little holes pierced in that blanket by those 
who have done good deeds in this world. The stars are not all the same size: some 
are big, some are little, and some men have done small deeds but they have made 
their hole in the blanket by doing good before they go to heaven. Try to make your 
hole in the blanket by good work while you are on earth. It is something to be 
good, but it is far better to do good."  

Think of Baden-Powell's words when you promise "To help other people."  

"Deeds are fruits, words are leaves." - English  
"Good deeds are the best prayer." - Serbian  
"Action is the proper fruit of knowledge." - English  
"Better one living word than a hundred dead ones." - German  
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Gathering in the Spirit of Scouting 

Over the months past we have gathered together here as a ragtag lot from points 
ranged around the globe with a rich variety of experience and eagerness to help 
youth to grow to their fullest enriching all humanity. We have shared the sorrows 
attendant on illness and death and the rich joy of seeing growth and achievement. 
We have traded ideas, opinions, and good natured humour. We have learned 
equally from older hands opening up their experience and from newer hands asking 
wonderfully challenging questions to keep us all questing for more. In doing all of 
this we have without thinking grown closer and have taken back to our 
communities more than any of us could have given alone.  

Sitting back a moment to briefly reflect on these things while looking into the 
embers of our virtual campfire you can almost see B-P smiling back and feel the 
warmth of knowing that we have been rekindling the Spirit of Scouting a hundred 
times over to take back and spread the flame of Scouting in the hearts of our youth 
transcending all the things that might otherwise divide us. What a rich gift that is 
for each of us who seek to serve in the Spirit of Scouting.  

As we find ourselves in the midst of this holiday season of joy, hope, and goodwill 
to all, I extend my hand across the distance to clasp yours in a warm shake to say 
thanks for all that you have done in Scouting and all that you are preparing to do. 
May your home be filled with warmth, happiness, and contentment as you celebrate 
the holidays and may your new year bring you satisfaction in knowing that you are 
continuing to make a difference in the lives of young peole who will shape our 
future destiny. Peace be with you all.  

 

The Eagle and the Prairie Chickens 
The Indian brave was walking by the cliffs when he stumbled across an eagle egg. 
He picked it up, turned his gaze upward, shook his head, and knew that he could 
not climb the cliff to return the egg to its nest. He searched until he found the nest 
of a prairie chicken and placed the egg in with the prairie chicken eggs. The eagle 
hatched and stayed on the ground with the prairie chickens scratching in the dirt 
for bugs and worms and seeds and never flying more than ten or fifteen feet, not 
knowing within its heart it had to ability to soar the skies. 

One day a mighty eagle was soaring the skies when the little eagle looked up and 
exclaimed, "Wow, what kind of bird is that!" The prairie chickens hollered out, 
"Shut up! That's the mighty eagle. You'll never be able to soar like that. Keep 
scratching in the dirt for bugs and worms and seeds." 

So the little eagle spent its life only flying a few feet from place to place on the 
ground as it scratched in the dirt for bugs and worms and seed with the rest of the  
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prairie chickens. Finally, it died, not knowing that within it it had the ability to soar 
like the eagle, but lived its life listening to the prairie chickens around it, and all it 
did was scratch in the dirt for bugs and worms and seed .  

(From here modify to fit your audience.)  

How many times to we listen to the prairie chickens in our lives when within us we 
have the ability to soar with the eagles. We would like to be challenged and soar, 
but the prairie chickens say, "You can't soar. Be happy to scratch in the dir t for 
bugs and worms and seeds." They say you're dumb, you're stupid, you can't do 
that. We listen, turn our heads and thoughts back to the ground and scratch in the 
dirt for bugs and worms and seeds. 

Meanwhile back at the eagles' nest what has going on there. The eagles built the 
nest out of sticks that are not at all comfortable to lay on, so to make it a soft and 
a suitable place to raise their young the eagles pull the soft downy feathers from 
their breasts and line the nest with these so that the little eaglets will have a nice 
soft warm place to grow up. Time has passed. the eaglets are now teenagers. They 
are kicked back watching MTV and hitting the icebox and cabinet for drinks and 
chips. 

Deuteronomy 32:11 says, "Like an eagle that stirs up its nest that flutters over its 
young, spreading out its wings, catching them, bearing them on its pinions..." Mom 
comes in and starts pulling out the soft downy feathers, tossing them to the wind. 
All of a sudden it is not such a soft place any more. The little ones are squirming 
and hollering, "Ouch!" The mother eagle then stirreth her nest, which is to say she 
kicks the little darlings out of the nest. They are now on the edge of the cliff by the 
nest. They look waaaaaaaaaay down! Momma eagle walks behind one of them and 
gives him a kick. Off he goes falling, falling, screaming, "Awaaaaa aaaaakkkk!" 
flapping and a flopping, falling hundreds of feet. The ground is rushing up , and it 
looks like the little one will be splattered on the rocks below. When right at the last 
moment the mother eagle swoops down, clasp the little eaglet in her great talons, 
and returns the little one to the cliff. With huge eyes and its heart pounding the 
little eagle looks up at its mom, and screams, "Don't ever do that again!!!! But 
guess what! Mother eagle knows that if the little ones are going to soar then they 
need to be pushed and challenged. Sure enough. She gives him another push, and 
another, and another until at last the eaglets begin to soar with great exuberance. 

(Again change to fit your audience.)  

We as Scouters need to be pushed and challenge so that we can do the same for 
our Scouts. We must be careful not to be scratching in the dirt for bugs and worms 
and seeds, nor should we let our Scouts scratch in the dirt for bugs and worms and 
seeds with they have within them the potential to soar.  
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The Parable Of The Eagle 

Once upon a time, while walking through the forest, a certain man found a young 
eagle. He took it home and put it in his barnyard where it soon learned to eat 
chicken feed and to behave as chickens behave. 

One day, a naturalist who was passing by inquired of the owner why it was that an 
eagle, the king of all birds, should be confined to live in the barnyard with the 
chickens. 

"Since I have given it chicken feed and trained it to be a chicken, it has never 
learned to fly," replied the owner. "It behaves as chickens behave, so it is no longer 
an eagle." 

"Still," insisted the naturalist, "it has the heart of an eagle and can surely be taught 
to fly." 

After talking it over, the two men agreed to find out whether this was possible. 
Gently the naturalist took the eagle in his arms and said, "You belong to the sky 
and not to the earth. Stretch forth your wings and fly." 

The eagle, however, was confused; he did not know who he was, and seeing the 
chickens eating their food, he jumped down to be with them again. 

Undismayed, the naturalist took the eagle on the following day, up on the roof of 
the house, and urged him again, "You are an eagle. Stretch forth your wings and 
fly." But the eagle was afraid of his unknown self and world and jumped down once 
more for the chicken food. 

On the third day the naturalist rose early and took the eagle out of the barnyard to 
a high mountain. There, he held the king of birds high above him and encouraged 
him again, saying, "You are an eagle. You belong to the sky as well as the earth. 
Stretch forth your wings now, and fly." 

The eagle looked around, back towards the barnyard and up to the sky. Still he did 
not fly. Then the naturalist lifted him straight towards the sun, and it happened that 
the eagle began to tremble and slowly he stretched his wings. At last, with a 
triumphant cry, he soared away into the heavens. 

It may be that the eagle still remembers the chickens with nostalgia; it may even 
be that he occasionally revisits the barnyard. But as far as anyone knows, he has 
never returned to lead the life of a chicken. He was an eagle though he had been 
kept and tamed as a chicken. 

Just like the eagle, people who have learned to think of themselves as something 
they aren't, can re-decide in favor of their real potential. They can become winners. 
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"CLIMBING THE MOUNTAIN" 

Afar in our dry south-western country is an Indian village, and in the offing is a 
high mountain, towering up out of the desert. It is considered a great feat to climb 
this mountain. So that all the boys of the village were eager to attempt it. One day 
the Chief said; "Now boys you may all go today and try to climb the mountain. 
Start right after breakfast, and go each of you as far as you can. Then when you 
are tired, come back; but let each one bring me a twig from the place where he 
turned." Away they went full of hope each feeling that he surely could reach the 
top. But soon a fat, pudgy boy came slowly back, and in his hand he held out to the 
Chief a leaf of cactus. The Chief smiled and said, "My boy, you did not reach the 
foot of the mountain, you did not even get across the desert." Later, a second boy 
returned. He carried a twig of sagebrush. "Well," said the Chief, "You reached the 
mountain's foot but you did not climbed upward." The next had a cottonwood 
spray. "Good", said the Chief, "You got up as far as the springs." Another came 
later with some buckthorn. The Chief smiled when he saw it and spoke thus: "You 
were climbing; you were up to the first slide rock." Late in the afternoon, one 
arrived with a cedar spray, and the old man said, "Well done. You went half way 
up." An hour afterward, one came with a switch of pine. To him the Chief said, 
"Good, you went to the third belt; you made it three quarters of the climb." The sun 
was low when the last returned. He was a tall, splendid boy of noble character. His 
hand was empty as he approached the Chief, but his countenance was radiant, and 
he said: "My father, there were no trees where I got to; there were no twigs, but I 
saw the shining sea." Now the old man's face glowed, too, as he said aloud and 
almost sang: "I knew it. When I looked on your face, I knew it. You have been to 
the top. You need no twigs for token. It is written in your eyes, and rings in your 
voice. My boy, you have felt the uplift, you have seen the glory of the mountain."  

Oh ye Scouts, keep this in mind, then: the badges that we offer for attainment are 
not "prizes." Prizes are things of value taken by violence from their rightful owners. 
These are merely tokens of what you have done or where you have been. They are 
mere twigs from the trail to show how far you got in climbing the mountain.  

 

Life and Humour 
As my son was packing to go to Camp Barstow (our council's brand new summer 
camp on Lake Murray here in South Carolina) to work with the new Scouts for the 
summer, he was asked by one of his friends when he was going to get a "real" job. 
I had to smirk at that one when I think of the skills that both youth summer staff 
and regular adult leaders in their own troops during the Scouting year develop 
without really realizing it. I have enclosed one of my favourite quotes.  
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A human being should be able to heal a wound, plan an expedition, order from a 
French menu, climb a mountain face, enjoy a ballet, balance accounts, roll a kayak, 
embolden a friend, tell a joke, laugh at himself, cooperate, act alone, sing a 
children's song, solve equations, throw a dog a stick, pitch manure, program a 
computer, cook a tasty meal, love heartily, fight efficiently, die gallantly. 
Specialisation is for insects. --Lew Hitchner  

 

Speaking Good 
Once there was a man who said some things about a friend that were neither true 
nor complimentary. Afterwards, he felt ashamed and went to his friend and 
apologized. Still, as he walked around town, he could hear the false words being 
repeated. Troubled by this, he went to the wisest man in the community.  

"How can I undo this terrible wrong that I did", he asked the wise man. The wise 
man thought for a moment and said, "Bring me a feather pillow." The man did so 
and quickly returned. "Now go to the hilltop outside of town, slit open the 
pillowcase, and shake it until all of the feathers are gone." Again, the man quickly 
did as he was instructed. When he returned to the wise man, the wise man said, 
"Now go and pick up every single feather and place them all back into the 
pillowcase." The man replied, "But that's impossible. There is no way that I can find 
all those feathers and put them back." "Indeed," answered the wise man, "and 
there is no way to gather back the words that you cast into the air either."  

And so it is. Once we speak, we can never gather the words back into the 
pillowcase. So it is important to think about what we are going to say before we 
cast our words into the wind.  

 

A Small Act Of Kindness 
Last Sunday as I was finishing my run through Tree Tops Park with my running 
buddy, I saw a neighbour standing in her garage doorway about to get her 
newspaper. Unfortunately the years had not been kind to her. She was walking with 
a walker and one eye was closed. Over the years I had seen her taking care of her 
house and she had always appeared quite friendly, but in her present condition she 
could no longer see me from where I ran along the road. Without thinking, I picked 
up the Sunday paper and quickly brought it to her. God bless you, she said, as I 
handed her the paper. I was astonished by the sincerity of those words as I realized 
that it would have taken her quite some time to walk to the paper and pick it up in 
her condition. As I caught up with Steve, my running buddy, I commented that I 
had fulfilled my Scouting good turn for the day and it wasn’t even 8 a.m. He 
jokingly replied, Now you can be a jerk the rest of the day. At first I laughed but  
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the more I thought about what had transpired, the more I thought about what the 
meaning of what Scout spirit really is. Scout spirit doesn't mean how many little old 
ladies you help across the street or pick up the Sunday paper for. It does not mean 
how many meetings or campouts you attend or how many merit badges you obtain. 
Scout spirit means that we live by the Scout Oath and Law twenty-four hours a day 
and uphold the pledge we make as Scouts to hold ourselves up to a higher 
standard, or as the Hebrew National people say, We hold ourselves up to a higher 
authority. So don t just wait for the obvious situation such as the little old lady and 
the newspaper to exercise your Scout spirit, but create your own situations to live 
the Scouting life and practice Scout spirit twenty-four hours a day, seven days a 
week. By doing so we all answer to a higher authority.  

 

Carrying A Burden 
There is an old story of the missionary Sadhu Sundar Singh. He was travelling 
through the Himalayas with a Monk in the bitter cold. Night was coming and the 
Monk said, "If we don't reach the monastery by nightfall, we are in danger of 
freezing to death." Just as they reached a narrow path, they heard the cries of a 
man who had fallen over the edge. The Monk said, "Do not stop. God has brought 
him to his fate. He must work it out himself."  

Sadhu replied, "God sent me here to help my brother. I cannot abandon him." The 
Monk went on and Sadhu climbed down a steep path. When he found the man, he 
saw that his leg was broken and he could not walk. Sadhu made a sling from his 
blanket and tied the man to his back. He then began a body torturing climb. He 
made his way through the deepening snow. It was dark and it was all he could do 
to follow the path. He persevered, and faint with exhaustion, he finally saw the 
lights of the Monastery. As he moved toward the light, he stumbled for the first 
time and nearly fell. He did not stumble from exhaustion, but over an object. As he 
brushed the snow off the object, he looked down and saw that it was the body of 
the Monk.  

Years later when a student asked him, "What is life's most difficult task?" he 
replied, "To have no burden to carry." 

  

Teamwork 
I had a most pleasant experience on Monday. I will tell you about it in a moment. 
But first I must relate a little history. A few weeks ago I held a special transition 
ceremony for my den. They graduated into first year Webelos. The gist of the 
ceremony was to show the boys that things that they can't do by themselves can 
be done as a team. I then went on to remind them that Webelos stands for WE be  
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loyal Scouts and that we would be learning to work together and become a team 
over the next 2 years in Webelos. Now back to Monday. We had 90 mph winds go 
thru the neighbourhood a week prior. It knocked down about 30 trees in the yard of 
one of the boys in the den. Five of the families from the den got together on 
Monday to help clean up the yard. At one point the boys were pulling this sled full 
of cut logs up a steep hill. They were all pulling in front and pushing from behind. 
One of the parents commented to the boys about the good teamwork they were 
using. The boys response was "Yes, of course, we are Webelos"  

 

The Blob (long). 
Material needed: 2 Square, 2 triangle, 2 star, 2 circle, 1 blob and 1 in-spite-of sign  

 
Parable of the Shapes 

The Script: 

NARRATOR: There once was a land of IF and BECAUSE 

That sat on the earth as every land does. 

And every person who lived in the land, 

Would search for a person they could understand. 

Now let us together observe what takes place 

When IF and BECAUSE people meet face-to-face.  

1st CIRCLE As I walk along this fine sunny day, 

a stranger I see coming my way. 

Is this stranger a friend or a foe? 

Not till I look at the shape will I know. 

A circle I be and a circle I stay; 

A circle is needed for friendship today 

(enter Blob) Hello my friend, Circle s my name 

And finding a friend is my kind of game. 

Have you a circle to exchange with me here? 

Or-are you an alien shape, I fear?  

BLOB: A friendly fellow you seem to be 

and circles I need for good friends, to be. 
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What my own shape is, I really don t know...... 

But I hope it’s a circle so friendship will grow. 

I m so glad I found you, I m so glad to see 

That such a relationship can possibly be.  

1st CIRCLE; Now wait a minute, oh stranger here. 

You hasten your happiness too fast, I fear. 

I told you before- our two shapes must match 

In order for any new friendship to hatch. 

If you were a circle with roundest of frame, 

We’d be friends forever because we re the same 

 But, I see no circle, I see nothing round. 

I think that it s only a BLOB that I’ve found. 

Now - think of my image, what others might say, 

I can t take the risk, Away! Away!  

BLOB I m so broken hearted, I m in such despair. 

I am not a circle. It doesn’t seem fair.  

 (enter 2nd CIRCLE) 2nd CIRCLE A call for a circle, is that what I hear? 

I, too, am a circle, such joy and such cheer; 

 For now, dear circle, you long vigil ends, 

We’ve found one another. 

Forever we re friends! 

(two circles embrace and walk off) (enter 1st STAR)  

1st STAR: I am a star, a beautiful star. 

Better than all other shapes, by far. 

And if you are the finest, I think you will see 

That shape you are holding, a star it will be. 

If I d find a star, we d frolic in fun, 

And dance and play and never be done;  

If you are a star, my friendship you’ve won. 

But, as I look closer, I see you re not one. 
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You re only a BLOB. We’ll never go far; 

Unless you can prove that you re also a star!  

BLOB: My shape s not important. Myself is what counts. 

Just give me some friendship in any amount.  

1st STAR: I’ve no time for BLOBS, so go on your way, 

For I think a star is coming this way........ 

(enter 2nd STAR) 2nd STAR A star I am, and a star I’ll stay. 

Oh, praise be to stars, it s our lucky day!  

1st STAR: O star, O star, what double delight! 

These shapes that we’re holding- they match us just right.  

2nd STAR: At last, we’re together, so happy and proud.  

Together we’ll surely stand out in a crowd. 

So BLOB, adios! Farewell and good-bye 

You just don t fit in, and don t ask us why. 

(Stars both exit) BLOB: Alas, I am broken. What worse could I do? 

Than being rejected by each of these two. 

(enter 1st SQUARE) 1st SQUARE: Through this crowd I now will stare 

To see if perhaps there be somewhere a square. 

Pardon me there, but some time could you lend? 

If you are a square, I’ll be your true friend.  

BLOB; Oh, surely, dear square, our shape s not the same, 

But, I’m a sweet person, and what’s in a name?  

1st SQUARE: Your shape’s not a square and you talk to me so? 

I can’t believe all the nerve that you show. 

If it’s friendship you want, than friendship go get, But, not from a shape with which 
you don’t fit. (enter 2nd SQUARE) 2nd SQUARE: A call for a square? I’ll soon be 
right there. A square I am and a square I’ll be. I’ll join you in friendship, of square, 
just ask me. Because our fine corners do each number four, We’ll stay close 
together forever and more! (both squares exit) BLOB: I’m torn and I m frazzled, 
what worse could there be, Than being rejected by each of these three. (enter 
TRIANGLE) 1st TRIANGLE: I’m wandering to and I’m wandering fro, In search of a 
three-sided shape just like so (points to his/her shape) For if I could find one, I  
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know we would blend, For only a triangle can be a TRUE friend.  

BLOB: Hello there, dear sister, I’ve heard all you’ve said. I can t help but think - to 
you I’ve been led. For you need friendship and I need the same. So on with the 
friendship and off with the game.  

1st TRIANGLE: Now, who is this talking? What shape do you hold? You seem sort of 
strange, just what is your mould? You are not pretty, you shapeless disgrace. Why 
Your just a BLOB, it s all over your face. I’ve no time for you, you pitiful one. This 
senseless discussion is over and done! (enter 2nd TRIANGLE) 2nd TRIANGLE: A call 
for a triangle? Well, I’ll fill the need. We’re made for each other, it must be agreed. 
(triangles both exit together) BLOB: No one understands poor shapeless me, Cause 
I’m just a BLOB as you can we’ll see. If I were a circle or maybe a square, then I 
could be having some fun over there. Why can’t all you shapes just notice and see, 
that I’m just as miserable as I can be. With no one to laugh and be good friends 
with, I’m beginning to feel just a little bit miffed.  

NARRATOR: Now just at this moment comes into this place.... a person who’s 
different in style and in grace. So quiet and thoughtful and listens quite well, 
Observing the stories that our characters tell. Now with me return to our tale if you 
can... And witness the ways of the IN-SPITE-OF-FRIEND. (Enter IN SPITE OF 
FRIEND) IN SPITE OF; Hello, will you be my friend?  

BLOB: Oh, no can’t you see... I m not a circle or square, so please leave me be.  

IN SPITE OF; Friend, once again to you I will say, Will you not be my friend on this 
fine day?  

BLOB: Your humour’s not funny. I’m wise to your jokes. You’re here to make fun 
like the rest of these folks.  

IN SPITE OF; Now what is the problem, my poor little one? You seem so distressed, 
so completely undone.  

BLOB; I’ve run the whole gambit, I’ve pleaded and cried To have them accept me 
and love me inside. But each time I seek them they look at my shape, and quickly 
reject me, it’s like hearing a tape. You’re not the right person, you’ve got the wrong 
shape. The people will gossip, the people will gape. If this shall continue from day 
unto day, Alone I’ll; remain and depressed will I stay.  

IN SPITE OF; I think a great lesson s been brought to your sight. these shapes find 
it hard to accept you in spite . They’re all possessive and selfish inside, They wallow 
in vanity, ego, and pride. But there is an answer I’ve found to be true, And I’ve 
come to offer this answer to you.  

BLOB: I don t understand all you’re trying to say, But you’re the first person I’ve 
met here today Who seems to accept me in spite of my form You break all the rules 
of the shape-seekers norm.  
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IN SPITE OF; Your wisdom is growing, I think you now see Love puts no conditions 
on you or on me.  

NARRATOR; Our moral is simple, I’ll share it with you. It’s all UP TO YOU. The world 
offers values which dazzle our eyes. It mixes the truth with ridiculous lies. And we 
here are seeking the true meaning of this life that we’re living. This word we call 
love The IF and BECAUSE folks are caught in a bind, For they only accept their very 
own kind. They love folks BECAUSE and love people IF, But few have discovered 
the IN SPITE OF GIFT!  

 

Subject: Re: Why Eagle? 
Well, I have to give a speech at our Troop's banquet with the working title of "Why 
[aim for] Eagle?". I've been scratching my head over an approach: the audience is 
Tenderfoot and Second Class. I don't want to use "because it will look good on a 
resume <G>" or "People will think highly of you". I need something that will inspire 
them to want to aspire to the rank. Can anyone suggest some points to make?  

Mike, It’s not the patch, or title it’s the skills achieved. 8 years ago I attended cub 
Scout pow wow. I took the religious emblems class. The instructor said that the 
patch, medal, bead.... is nothing more than a gimmick to get the kids to do the 
work. The eagle patch represents the learning, teaching, leadership, work, and 
determination that the young man has achieved. Take a look at the requirements 
for rank. The first three (T, 2, 1) teach basic survival skills, how to cook, how to 
start a fire, how to work a compass, basic first aid, to work as a group, swimming & 
hiking safety, etc.... For the most part these are basic survival skills teaching them 
to learn to take care of themselves and a group. The last three ranks the Scout 
experiences leadership and fine tune the survival skills. They learn to become 
strong members of a society. They learn about the government (national, state, 
local), money management, to lead a group (small and large) and to teach skills, 
family life, emergency preparedness for themselves and their community, the 
responsibilty of an individual to self, family, community (service projects), to 
communicate in front of a group and to an individual, ....... etc. A super service 
project to put all the above skills that have been learned into action. And most of it 
will involve having fun.  

And if you work hard and complete all the requirements you will be a young man 
that has made a better place for your family & community. A young man that would 
have learned the skills necessary to be a strong member of society. You will be 
prepared for life. And you will get the £2 patch that people will look up to because 
of the work and dedication involved in EARNING it.  

I think you should sell them on the program at this age and the rank will come.  
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One-Liners 
Dig a well before you are thirsty 

The key to success is to climb the ladder instead of sitting and waiting for the 
elevator 

It is much easier to be critical than correct 

Knowledge brings the responsibility of choice 

The world is still full of willing people; 

Some willing to lead and the rest willing to let them. 

There is no failure until you fail to keep trying. 

Laughter is the shortest distance between two people. 

Tomorrow has been postponed because of lack of interest. 

Your only limitation is your own imagination. 

When all else fails, follow the directions. 

More depends on will power than on brain power 

There are no seven wonders of the world. In the eyes of a child: there are seven 
million. 

You can tell when you're on the right road - it's uphill! 

The mark of an effective cub Scouter is to see something in a mud puddle besides 
the mud. 

Anybody can grab a tiger by the tail. You only survive by knowing what to do next. 

It isn't the load that breaks you down - it's the way you carry it. 

No man stands so tall as when he stoops to help a boy. 

Character is what you do when no one is looking. 

Intelligence is the capacity to wonder. 

It is possible to climb the highest mountain - one step at a time. 

Praise does wonders for a boy's sense of hearing. 

Do you act or react? 

There is no end to the good we can do if we don't care who gets the credit. 

You can give a child too much of everything except yourself. 

A man is tomorrow what he thinks today. 

The wishbone will never replace the backbone. 
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I know you believe you understand what you think I said; but I am not sure you 
realize that what you heard was not what I meant. 

I shall pass this way but once. 

If there is any good I can do, let it be now; for I shall not pass this way again. 

The secret of happiness is not in doing what one likes, but in liking what one has to 
do. 

Listening is the beginning of understanding. 

If takes courage to stand and speak, it takes even more courage sit down and 
listen. 

Men and time change . . . But principles, never. 

Plan your work, then work your plan. 

Ideas are funny little things. They won't work unless you do. 

Bloom where you are planted. 

The secret to living is giving. 

Thought is action in rehearsal. 

 

DO YOU HAVE A CUB SCOUT GARDEN? 
[Have the youngsters make pictures of peas, lettuce, squash, and turnips with the 
key words printed on them. (Ex. Peas - preparedness, etc.) As the Narrator reads, 
have each boy walk out, show his vegetable and sit down in a row. Each row should 
be higher than the one in front so, when all signs are down they can all be seen.] 

Here is how to plant a thriving, productive Cub Scout garden, one that all parents 
want their sons & daughters to grow up in. 

 

FIRST: Plant five rows of peas 
1. Preparedness 

2. Promptness 

3. Perseverance 

4. Politeness 

5. Praise 
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SECOND: Plant five rows of lettuce 

1. Let us be faithful 

2. Let us be unselfish 

3. Let us be loyal 

4. Let us be truthful 

5. Let us help one another 

 

THIRD: Plant three rows of squash 
1. Squash impatience 

2. Squash criticism 

3. Squash indifference 

 

TO COMPLETE YOUR GARDEN: Plant three rows of turnips 
1. Turn up for pack meetings 

2. Turn up with a new idea 

3. Turn up with determination 

 

BUT WITHOUT MANY HOURS OF WORK AND CARE, YOUR 
GARDEN WILL NOT GROW, SO… 

1. Don’t wait to be asked — Volunteer! 

2. Don’t say “I can’t” — Do it! 

3. Don’t wait for someone else — Be first! 

Without the help of every person in your Pack, your garden will turn to weeds. So 
help build the background, work the soil, pull the weeds, and spread the sunshine 
of “I have done my best”. 

 

From the Founder... 
Here are some thoughts from our Founder, Lord Robert Baden-Powell:  

" My life has been an intensely happy one, not only in my family circle, but also in 
the world outside it......  

Looking back on life of over eighty years, I realise how short life is and how little 
worthwhile are anger and political warfare.  
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The most worthwhile thing is to try and put a bit of happiness in to the lives of 
others"  

(Excerpts from Baden-Powell's farewell message "To the 
general public") 

 
Journey 

A graceful bird that soars and glides 
Giving peace of mind to all inside 
A floating vessel covering sea so vast, 
Using rudder, paddle, engine or mast. 
Wheels, rudders and jets crush barriers great and small 
For future travels - God's speed to us all.  

 
Play 

Football, swimming, golf, squash, cricket, 
Rugby, aerobics, anything that makes us fit. 
Cross-stitch, knitting, drawing, painting, cooking, 
Acting, dancing, music, reading, writing. 
Hobbies to enjoy when our work is hard to bear 
God given talents for us to use and share.  

 

Home Planet 
On a dark, clear night, the sky is a dot to dot of stars 
We revel at the awesome sight, but what of Planet Mars? 
The Earth we know to circulate around the Moon and Sun. 
Planets, though found and studied, aren't managed by anyone. 
There are far reaching places that we may never find, 
For our brains cannot fathom our great Creator's mind.  

 

Rest 
Walking down a country lane, filled with natures song 
Sitting on a cliff top, watching waves just roll along. 
Candles softly flickering with a single, simple glow 
Natural scented oils for when we're feeling low. 
Admist the bustle of our race are places touched by peace 

With God we find the inward calm, which storms of life can't cease.  
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Body & Mind 

Children and young people, filled with energies galore, 
Enjoy games and sport and still cry out for more. 
Adults gain experience, as year moves into year, 
Then give advice to others and lend a listening ear. 
All of us are different and we fill a big age span, 
Let's share the wisdom given us in whatever way we can. 

 

Don't Quit 
When things go wrong, as they sometimes will,  
When the road you're trudging seems all uphill,  
When the funds are low, and the debts are high,  
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh,  
When care is pressing you down a bit,  
Rest if you must, but don't you quit.  
 
Life is strange with its twists and turns,  
As every one of us sometimes learns,  
And many a failure turns about,  
Into success 'cause we stuck it out.  
Don't give up though the pace seems slow,  
You may succeed with another blow.  
 
Success is failure turned inside out,  
The silver tint of the clouds of doubt,  
And you never can tell how close you are,  
It may be near when it seems so far. 
So stick to the fight when you're hardest hit,  
It's when things seem worse that you must not quit. 

 

Confidence 
If you think you're beaten, you are,  
If you think you dare not, you don't.  

If you'd like to win, but think you can't,  
It's almost for sure, you won't.  

 
If you think you're losing, you've lost.  

For out in the world we find  
Success begins with a person's will,  

It's all in your state of mind.  
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If you think you're outclassed, you are,  

You've got to think high to rise.  
You have to stay with it,  
In order to win the prize.  

 
Life's battles don't always go,  

To the one with the better plan.  
For more often than not, you will win,  

If only you think you can. 
 
 

Ten Words of Advice 
This is meant for Scouts. 

Decide for yourself if it is appropriate for your younger members or not. 

1. Speak to people - there is nothing as nice as a cheerful word of greeting.  

2. Smile at people - it takes sixty-five muscles to frown, only fifteen to smile.  

3. Call people by name - the sweetest music to anyone's ear is the sound of their 
own name.  

4. Be friendly and helpful - if you would have friends, be friendly.  

5. Be cordial - speak and act as if everything that you do is a real pleasure.  

6. Be genuinely interested in people - you can like everybody if you try.  

7. Be generous with praise - cautious with criticism.  

8. Be considerate of the feelings of others - it will be appreciated.  

9. Be thoughtful of the opinions of others - there are three sides to a controversy; 
yours, the other person's, and the right one.  

10. Be alert to give service - what counts most in life is what we do for others. 

 
Filling My Jar 

Required: a glass jar   some rocks   pebbles  sand 

water or for more fun, use doughnut holes, M&Ms, sugar, and milk 

Preparation: 
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Before doing this, make sure you have enough rocks, pebbles, sand, and water that 
will fit in the jar. 

Put pebbles, sand, and water into separate cans so the contents can not be seen. 

Notes: 

This was WAY fun to do with doughnut holes. I don't know if the Scouts got the 
point, but they loved watching. 

There is only so much a person can do. I have a real job (put rock in jar). I'm a 
Scoutmaster (add a rock). I volunteer at church (add a rock). ... continue listing 
other main things you do. 

So, there, I'm full. I can't do anything else, even if someone asked. I expect most 
of you are the same way. You are so busy, you can't possibly take on anything else. 
Your jar is full like mine. 

But, maybe if its not too big, I can do it. Like drive on a Scout campout, or arrange 
travel for the June campout, or teach Sunday School one week, or plan a service 
project, or help some Tenderfoot Scouts with their first aid. (add pebbles to the jar 
as you list the activities. Shake the jar to settle them until it is full.) 

Wow, I guess I could do a little more than I thought. But, now, that's it, really. I 
couldn't possibly do more. Just like you, I'm doing too much now. Well, maybe if its 
just a small thing, I could. Like showing a Scout to tie a square knot, or talking to a 
Cub Scout Pack about Scouting, or leading a game at a troop meeting, or going on 
a hike with my patrol, helping someone with schoolwork, or cleaning the church for 
an hour. (pour the sand in as you list the items. Shake to settle). 

Huh! Well, what do you know. Looks like I could do a bit more than I thought. I 
guess I just needed to make the time. As you can see, my jar is definitely full. I did 
more than I thought I could and I'm really able to accomplish a lot. No way could I 
fit anything else in. 

But, now I don't have time for just relaxing. How can I just have fun? There's no 
room left. (Pour water in as you list things). I want to watch TV, play video games, 
see a movie, play football, ... 

So, what does this mean? It seems I can do much more than I thought and I still 
have a little time to play. The point is that you need to get the big rocks - the 
important things - scheduled into your life first. Decide what is most important to 
you and make time for it. Then, fill in your time with other worthwhile, meaningful 
activities. That time left over is your relaxing time.  

Be careful not to fill your life with the little things first of there won't be room for 
the big, important things. 
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Frappings of Life 
Required:  2 poles   1 rope for lashing 
Preparation: 
A senior Scout and a new Scout 

Tell the senior Scout that you are going to ask him to use a square lashing to hold 
to poles together so he is prepared. 

I've asked [Eagle] and [Tenderfoot] to help me out for a minute. [Eagle] would you 
please start a square lashing on these poles? 

Now, those wrappings look very good to me. They hold the poles close together and 
lay them out in the right shape. I'm sure they'll hold the poles together just fine. 
But, stop for a second [Eagle]. 

[Tenderfoot] would you please wiggle those poles and see how tight the lashing is?  

Hmmm, the sure have a lot of loose play in them - not as good as they could be. 
[Eagle], go ahead and add the frapping turns.  

I was satisfied with the wrapping turns, but this extra effort of adding the frapping 
is making a difference. The entire lashing is getting tighter, stronger, and more 
secure. 

[Tenderfoot], now give those poles a wiggle and see how they hold. 

Not bad! That extra effort made a much better result. Some of the newer Scouts 
may have thought the lashing was done after the wrapping turns and it was 'good 
enough'. But, whether in lashing or in life, don't forget the Frapping - that little 
extra effort that makes what you do the best you can make it. 

 

Positive Attitude 
A good positive attitude can truly change the way you approach life, and your 
future. Let me illustrate with a short story. 

A few years ago, there was a wildlife organization out west that offered a bounty of 
$5000 for wolves captured alive.  

Two friends, Sam and Jed, decided to make their fortune. Day and night, they 
scoured the mountains and forests looking for their valuable prey.  

Exhausted one night, they fell asleep dreaming of their potential fortune.  
Suddenly, Sam woke up a bit startled, and saw that they were surrounded by a 
huge pack of nearly 70 wolves with searing black eyes, and bared teeth. Low 
growls rumbling from their throats. 
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He slowly reached over and nudged his friend and said 'Jed, wake up! I think we're 
rich!' 

Gentlemen, Sam had a positive attitude. I hope you do. 

 

The Pound Note 
(Have two crisp, new £5 notes. Hold one up to show) 

Can you all see this £5 note? Pretty nice looking, isn't it? See how its crisp, clean, 
and neat? Who would like it? I'm going to give it away to someone, so raise your 
hand if you'd like it. 

OK, before I give it away, let me do this. (crumple the bill up into a small ball) 

Who still wants it? 

OK, just a second. (drop it on the ground and grind it with your foot) 

Who still wants it? 

(hold the crumpled bill in one hand and the second clean bill in the other) 

One of these bills is good looking, clean, and nice to look at. The other is kind of 
grimy, crumpled, and not too pleasant. 

But, neither is more valuable than the other. Their worth is not based on how they 
look. Like these £5 notes are valuable because they are £5 notes, people are 
valuable just because they are people, not because of how they look. 

 

UnSaying My Words 
Once there were two Indian boys that were very good friends. They explored, 
fished, and hunted together. They were both great athletes and well-liked by all in 
their tribe. 

In their village there was also a young girl that they both began to like and 
compete for. One of the boys, out of jealousy, told the girl that the other boy had 
done something very bad which would disgrace him and his family. This was 
completely untrue. 

Afterwards, the boy felt ashamed of what he had done. He told the girl that he had 
lied and he apologized to his friend for what he had said. 

But, as he walked around the village, he could here others repeating the false 
words he had spoken about his friend. Very troubled by this, he went to the tribal 
medicine man for advice. 

'How can I undo this terrible thing I have done?', he asked. 
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The wise man told him, 'Shoot 3 ducks and 3 geese. Pull off all their feathers and 
put them in a leather bag. Bring me the bag and the birds.' 

The boy did this. He gave the birds to the wise man and the wise man said, 'Now, 
take the bag of feathers to the top of the great mountain, open it, and shake out all 
the feathers. Then, return here.' 

The boy climbed the mountain, released all the feathers into the wind, and returned 
to the wise man. 

The wise man said, 'Now, go back up the mountain and pick up every single feather 
you released and put them back in your bag.' 

The boy replied, 'But, that is not possible. The feathers have blown far away. I can 
never recover all of them.' 

The wise man said, 'So it is with your words.' 

Think about the impact of your words before you say them. You cannot take back 
something you've said. 

 

YaGoddaWanna Minute 
In the great NorthWest where I grew up, I met a mountain man and he knew how 
to get many things done with very little resources. He had almost nothing to work 
with, but accomplished great things.  

Whether the task was to build a fire underwater or stop a waterfall from falling, it 
seemed he could take care of it. I was so amazed to see the things he could do, I 
finally asked him how he did it.  

He told me that a long time ago, he had found a magical solution to nearly all 
challenges that came along. He said it was all contained in a single, ancient word 
that had mystic powers. When you understand the meaning of the word, it 
unleashes immense strength and abilities; it makes your mind more clear; it makes 
your imagination run wild with ideas.  

Well, of course, I could hardly contain myself and I just had to know what this 
powerful magic was. I pleaded with him to tell me and he finally agreed.  

He said the word is, 'YAGODDAWANNA'.  

In order to accomplish anything, whether it is small or big, easy or difficult, trivial 
or of utmost importance, in order to be successful, you've got to want to do it. To 
earn good grades, you gotta wanna earn them. To become an Eagle Scout, ya 
godda wanna be one. The main reason people don't succeed at something is 
because they don't really want it bad enough. By really wanting something, you 
come up with ideas, make plans, and then do it.  
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Remember, to do something YaGoddaWanna do it. 

 

An Hour of Your Time Minute 
When Mr. Smith came home from work, little Johnny ran up to him and asked, 
'Daddy, how much do you make an hour?' 

Very tired from a long day, Mr. Smith replied, 'Come on, Johnny, I need to just 
relax for a minute. Ask me later.' 

After dinner, Johnny came up to his Dad again, 'Daddy, how much do you make an 
hour?' 

'Johnny, it's not polite to ask people how much they make. But, I make thirty 
dollars an hour. Why do you want to know?' 

'OK, Daddy. Could you loan me 15 dollars?' 

'What? You just wanted to know what I made so you could ask for some? Go to 
your room!' 

After awhile, and feeling guilty for getting upset, Mr. Smith went to check on his 
son. He thought, 'Maybe I was too harsh. Maybe Johnny wants to buy something.' 

Opening Johnny's door, Mr. Smith said 'Johnny, here, I have the 15 dollars you 
asked for.' 

'Really?!? Thanks, Daddy!' Johnny took the money and opened his little savings 
bank to pull out a small pile of dollar bills and coins.  

'Now I have enough. I have $30!' 

Holding out the money in his hand, Johnny said, 'Daddy, would you sell me an hour 
of your time?' 

 

Disneyland Garbage 
Way back in the late 1950s, when Disneyland was new, there were already 
litterbugs - its not a new thing. As a matter of fact, at Disneyland, trash became a 
problem. 

The goal at Disneyland was to have the park look brand-new every morning when it 
opened. That meant that every night, people would pick up trash, clean, and repair. 
During the day, there were no people walking around picking up trash because 
there were plenty of trashcans all over. But, some people still chose to throw trash 
on the ground. And, that trash built up by the end of the day so there was more 
than what could be cleaned up overnight. 
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Someone decided that the only way the trash could get picked up would be to work 
on it all day. So, Disneyland started having people pick up trash during the day. 

The results were amazing! The workers picked up far less trash than what had 
previously been on the ground. As it turned out, when people looked around and 
saw a wrapper on the ground, they were more inclined to drop their trash instead 
of finding a trashcan. Once workers kept those few initial wrappers picked up, 
almost everyone used trashcans. 

Things haven't changed - why do people leave their popcorn buckets in movie 
theaters? Why do smokers throw their butts out at stoplights? Because they are 
lazy and someone else is doing it. 

If we put in some effort to keep our community clean whenever we can, there will 
be much less trash overall. Do what you can, when you can. 

Conservation is an ongoing chore, but if we keep on it, it is much easier overall. 

 
Cross Your Arms 

There are many ways to accomplish a goal. Follow your leader's plan. 

Ask everyone to stand up. 

Ask everyone to relax and fold their arms. 

Say, 'Now, don't move. Look at which of your hands has the fingers on top. Is it the 
right or left hand?' 

Ask them to re-fold their arms with the other hand on top. 

How does that feel? Weird, different, awkward? 

Which way is 'Correct'? 

Which way is 'Wrong'? 

Which way accomplished the goal of 'Fold your Arms'? 

Every person here is different and has different ideas on how to accomplish goals 
we set. The patrol leader's job is to take those ideas and decide to use the one that 
fits his style best. And, then the patrol's job is to follow him, doing their very best 
to make the plan succeed. It may not be the exact way you would do it, but if it 
meets the goal then it is a good plan. 
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Difference Between Scout and Dog 

I knew a dog named Scout. 

When you think about it, a dog is a pretty good scout. 

If treated right, it is trustworthy, loyal, and friendly.  

Dogs are normally kind, not mean, and they are naturally cheerful. 

If trained right, it can be helpful, obedient, courteous, and clean. 

A dog is rarely wasteful, so thrifty is definitely there. 

Many rescue dogs have risked or even lost their lives to save a person, so I guess 
they are brave. 

The one thing a dog can't be is reverent. Dogs have no concept of God. We include 
Reverent in the Scout Law because it is an important thing. Remember, a dog can 
get 11 out of 12. 

 

First Step 
[Need 4 scouts to help.] 

(Tell 4 scouts that you will be calling on them and all they need to do is take one 
big step forward when their name is called.)  

Billy, what would you do to start out on a hike? (Billy takes one step forward.)  

Bobby, how would you start doing a Good Turn?  

(Bobby takes one step forward.)  

Barry, how would you get a camping trip going?  

(Barry takes one step forward.)  

Ben, what's the first thing you'd do to reach First Class? 

(Ben takes one step forward.) 

 
Yep, it's as simple as that - whether you want to run a marathon, climb a 
mountain, learn a trade, build a bridge, make a website, design a solar sail, or 
travel to Jupiter, it’s all the same. 

To accomplish anything, there is always a first step, and it is the most difficult one 
to take.  

If you're going to progress in Scouting or in Life, you must get started with that 
first step. 
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Finish the Story 1 
Once upon a time, a man lived in a small town where there was no Boy Scout 
organization. It was a very small town. This man had a son who did well in school 
but was pretty shy. 

One day, when the boy was just starting 6th grade, the man got a job in another 
town - it happened to be our town right here. So, his family moved and found a 
nice house in the neighbourhood right next to where our troop meets. 

Not long after they moved in, this boy saw our troop outside playing a game during 
one of our meetings. He watched from his backyard, being the shy kind of kid he 
was. 

But, he wasn't dumb. He found out when our next meeting would be and just 
happened to be sitting on the curb out by the front door before our meeting. 

And, there he sat, bouncing a ball and waiting. Then, a car pulled up and a scout 
got out, heading to our meeting. 

That Scout was you. And, you'll have to finish the story in your head. Is that boy 
still sitting out there or not? 

And, one other thing to think about - that boy may not be sitting on the curb out 
front. He might be sitting in the desk behind you at school or in the seat ahead of 
you on the bus or playing the trumpet next to you in band. 

 

Finish the Story 2 
Way back in the 1968 Olympics, Bob Beamon set a longjump record that many 
thought would never be broken, but eventually it was. A young boxer named 
George Foremen won a gold medal and paraded around the ring with an American 
flag, instilling pride in many Americans. But, one athlete named John Stephen 
Akhwari from Tanzania, a marathon runner, probably made the longest lasting 
impression on people during those Olympics.  

While he was running his race, he stumbled and fell, severely injuring his knee and 
ankle. After receiving first aid, he did what no one expected and he got back in the 
race. Long after everyone else had finished and left, he limped into the near empty 
stadium to the cheers of a small crowd that was still there and he finished his final 
lap.  

When asked why he continued the race after he was so badly hurt with no chance 
to win he replied: 'My country did not send me 7,000 miles to begin a race - they 
sent me to finish the race'.  

Do each of you accept responsibility to finish a task when you start one or do you 
take the easy way out when the going gets tough? Do you keep your promises 
when you make them, even the ones you make to yourself? A man who doesn't 
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keep his word will not be respected and will not be trusted. What kind of man does 
each of you want to be remembered as? 

 

Two Wolves 
An Indian was discussing life with some young boys. He said, 'A battle rages inside 
me between two wolves. One wolf is anger, envy, sorrow, fear, greed, arrogance, 
lies, regret, and self-pity. The other wolf is joy, peace, hope, humility, kindness, 
generosity, truth, and faith.' 

He said, 'This same battle goes on inside everyone, even each of you.' 

After a minute, one boy asked, 'Which wolf will win?' 

The Indian replied, 'The one you feed.' 

 

What's Your Vision? 
Did you know that a hawk can see a mouse on the ground from a mile away?  

Did you know whales can talk to each other from hundreds of miles away? 

Did you know a dog can sort out dozens of different smells all at the same time? 

Pretty amazing stuff! 

People can't do those things. We have terrible eyesight compared to a hawk. We 
have terrible hearing compared to a whale. We have poor smellers compared to a 
dog. 

But, we humans do have the ability to do something none of these other animals 
can. 

We have Vision - the ability to see into the future. That is, to see something you 
want to have happen in the future and take actions now to make it happen. 

Animals just want to survive - that is their driving force from day to day. People 
want more from life. We want to BE somebody, we want to GO places, we want to 
EXPERIENCE life. 

So, think about YOUR vision. What do you want to happen in the future? And, are 
you taking actions now to make that vision a reality? It's up to you. 

 

Winners and Losers 
A Winner doesn't always Win but a Loser always Loses. 

A Loser resents those that are better than him while a Winner respects them and 
tries to learn from them. 
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A Loser says, 'There’s No Way' while a Winner says, 'Let’s Find a Way'. 

A Loser tries to get around a problem while a Winner works through a problem. 

A Loser is too busy to work while a Winner works hard and has free time. 

A Loser says, 'That’s the way its always been done' while a Winner says, 'There 
should be a better way'. 

A Loser says, 'I’m Sorry' but doesn't change while a Winner shows he's sorry by 
making up for it. 

A Loser makes promises while a Winner makes commitments. 

A Loser may be afraid of winning but a Winner is never afraid of losing. 

 

When You Walk Through the Woods 
When you walk through the woods,  
I want you to see ...  
The floating gold of a bumble bee,  

Rivers of sunlight, pools of shade  
Toadstools sleeping in mossy jade  

A cobweb net with a catch of dew  
Treetop cones against the blue  

Dancing flowers, bright green flies  
And birds that put rainbows in your eyes.  

When you walk through the woods,  
I want you to hear ...  
A million sounds in your eager ear  

The scratch and rattle of wind-tossed trees  
The rush as a timid chipmunk flees  

The cry of a hawk from the distant sky  
The purr of leaves when a breeze rolls by  

Brooks that mumble, stones that ring  
And birds that teach your heart to sing. 

When you walk through the woods,  
I want you to feel ...  
That no mere human could make this real  

Could paint the throb of a butterfly's wing  
Could teach a wood thrush how to sing  
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Could create these wonders of earth and sky  
There's something greater than you or I.  

When you walk through the woods  
and the birches nod  

Please, meet a friend of mine named God. 

 
Words To Live By - a true story 

Robert Louis Stevenson, the famous author of Treasure Island and Dr. Jekyl and 
Mr. Hyde suffered throughout his short life from respiratory illness and he spent 
many years looking for a climate that would cure him. He died of tuberculosis at the 
age of 41 and is buried on Samoa. 

In spite of his considerable suffering he had twelve positive attitude tips that he 
lived by that I would like to share with each of you. They are still incredibly good 
rules to live by. 

1. Make up your mind to be happy, learn to find pleasure in simple things.  

2. Make the best of your circumstances. Everyone has problems. The trick is to 
make laughter outweigh the tears.  

3. Don't take yourself too seriously, Don't think that somehow you should be 
protected from misfortunes that befall others.  

4. You can't please everybody. Don't let criticism worry you.  

5. Don't let your neighbour set your standards. Be Yourself.  

6. Do the things you enjoy doing but stay out of debt.  

7. Don't borrow trouble. Imaginary burdens are harder to bear than the actual 
ones.  

8. Hate poisons the soul, so don't carry grudges, avoid people who make you 
unhappy.  

9. Have many interests. If you can't travel, read about new places.  

10. Don't hold post mortems. Don't spend your life brooding over sorrows 
and mistakes.  

11. Do what you can for those less fortunate than yourself.  

12. Keep busy at something. A busy person never has time to be unhappy. 

As each of you lives your life remember his advice. Your attitude towards any given 
situation you encounter will almost always affect you far more than the situation.  

attitude is everything in life. 
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Leave a Trace 

We spend quite a bit of time learning how to 'Leave No Trace' on our camping trips. 
We take extra care to ensure that we leave as little impact as possible and let 
others enjoy the unspoiled outdoors. But, you all know that no matter how hard we 
try, we do leave a trace – a footstep, some matted down grass, a broken twig. 

When camping, we concentrate on the 'physical' traces we leave behind. But, every 
day, we are leaving a trace of our passing. Everywhere you go, everyone you meet, 
and everything you do leaves a trace that you were here. If you tell a little brother 
to shut up, that can leave an ugly trace that takes a long time to heal over. If you 
thank your mom for being a great mom, that will leave a good trace. 

You may only interact with a stranger for a couple seconds or with your friends for 
a couple hours, but no matter how long it is, you leave a trace of your passing all 
the time. It’s up to you to leave a trace that makes the world a better or worse 
place. 

You may not think a cheerful 'Hello' to a kid at school, or a courteous 'Thank You' to 
someone that serves you, or a helpful holding the door open for a stranger, or a 
friendly smile to a small child in the mall really makes any difference – but it does! 

So, no matter what you do, you WILL Leave a Trace. Do your best to make it a 
Good Trace. 

 

Measure Up 
How big is this room? 

How big is our town? 

What are you doing when you answer those questions? - you are Measuring Up. 
You look something over and figure in your head a rough estimate. 

We do the same thing every day with ourselves. 

Am I strong enough? 

Am I smart enough? 

Am I ambitious enough? 

And, we do the same thing with people we meet. 

Am I stronger than him? 

Will he advance faster than me? 

Measuring Up happens all the time. We are always evaluating, estimating, and 
comparing. That's how we make choices. 
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When I think: 

That's too heavy for me to move. 

That's too much homework. 

That's too cold for camping. 

I'm really just measuring myself against the task at hand and finding myself 
inadequate. Unfortunately, people often give themselves less credit than they 
deserve. Chances are, you can do much more than you think you can. 

The next time you Measure Up, add 20% onto what you think you can do and then 
give it a try. 

 
Most Important Word in the Scout Law 

What is the most important word in the Scout Law? 

Ask for some guesses.  

Trustworthy? NO. 

Helpful? NO. 

Reverant? NO. 

(After a few guesses...) 

Let me tell you. The most important word in the scout law is 'IS'.  

The Scout Law doesn't say a Scout 'might be', or 'may be' or 'could be' or 'should 
be' - it says a Scout IS. That means the basic character of a Scout includes those 
characteristics.  

Go be Scouts, Scouts. 

 

Scout Neckerchief 
As many of you have discovered, our troop neckerchief has other uses besides 
looking good. You found that it can be used in first aid. Over the next few months, 
you'll find that the neckerchief has other uses, too.  

There's one use, though, that you may not think of - and that's to remind you of 
the Scout Oath. The neckerchief is a triangle, and its' three corners should remind 
you of something you newer scouts recently learned - our Scout Oath.  

The Oath, you remember, has three corners, too - duty to God and country, duty to 
Others, and duty to Self. Every time you put on your neckerchief, it should remind 
you of the things you pledge each time you repeat the Scout Oath. 
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Stick To It 

Scouts, the postage stamp you see on this envelope was given the job of making 
sure that this important piece of mail was delivered to me. The stamp is pretty 
small but, in spite of its size, it did the job.  

In your patrols, each of you has the responsibility of 'delivering the mail' in order 
that your patrol becomes a success. Like the postage stamp, it isn't your size that 
determines how well you do the job, rather, how well you stick to it.  

We can't all be good at all things. Some are better at physical skills, some at 
mental tasks.  

Remember the stamp. It did the job in spite of its size by sticking to the job. Make 
up your mind that you can do the same thing. Just determine to do your best - and 
stick to it until the job is done. 

 

Tomorrow 
Tomorrow, I can complain that its raining or be thankful the grass is being watered 
for free. 

Tomorrow, I can feel deprived for lack of money or glad for the opportunity to be 
thrifty. 

Tomorrow, I can be depressed I have few friends or excited to start new 
relationships. 

Tomorrow, I can grumble about going to work or rejoice that I have a job to do. 

Tomorrow, I can be dejected about another day of school or open my mind to learn 
and grow. 

Tomorrow is a new day, waiting for me to make of it what I will. 

Have a Great Day... unless you have other plans. 

 

Twelve Words 
At the beginning of every scout meeting a boy stands in front and holds up three 
fingers. He then recites twelve words:  

TRUSTWORTHY - How can a boy say he is trustworthy then say he has done his 
homework when he has not.  

LOYAL - How can a boy say he is loyal then pick on a friend.  

HELPFUL - How can a boy say he is helpful then make the statement: 'I’ll do it  
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later'.  

FRIENDLY - How can a boy say he is friendly then argue over who’s turn it is.  

COURTEOUS Then not hold the door open for the next person. 

KIND - And not want to participate in a charity drive.  

OBEDIENT - And doesn’t do a thing his parents tell him to do. 

CHEERFUL - Then fights with his parents.  

THRIFTY - Then spends every penny he has on video games.  

BRAVE - And not get involved when he sees a group teasing someone.  

CLEAN - Then tell a dirty joke. 

REVERENT - And skip mass on Sundays.  

How can a boy call these words 'laws' when he doesn’t have the conviction to follow 
them?  

And how can we call a boy a scout if he doesn’t follow these laws? 

 

Everyone is Significant 
One day in a high school Economics class, our teacher handed out a 10 question 
quiz. All the questions were true/false or multiple choice questions so it was a 
pretty easy quiz. 

The last question was: 'Choose the first name of the person that cleans the school.' 
with 5 names listed.  

I had seen the janitor in the halls often. I figure he was about 60, probably 5ft. 
9in., and wore glasses. Other than that, I didn't know anything about him, let alone 
his first name. 

So, when I turned in my quiz, I asked the teacher if the last question was just a 
joke or what?  

He said the question was worth 10% of the quiz.  

I and a few other students voiced our opinion that it wasn't a fair question - how 
are we supposed to know the guy's name? 

The teacher replied that in whatever careers we choose we will meet many, many 
people. Every one of them is significant. Each deserves your attention and care, no 
matter their position or how it benefits you. Even if it is just smiling and saying 'Hi' 
in passing. 
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Recognizing someone's existence and worth as a fellow human is an important 
lesson to learn. 

 

What You See Is What You Get 
There once were two brothers that decided to leave their small town to see what 
life was like in the great world. They each set off on their own and soon one brother 
came to a big city. Outside the city, the first brother met an old man. 

'How are the people here?' asked the first brother.  

'Well, how were the people in your hometown?' asked the old man in return. 

'Aw, they were always grumpy and dissatisfied,' answered the first brother. 'There 
wasn't a single one among them worth bothering about.'  

'Oh no,' the old man said, 'I'm afraid you'll find that the people here are exactly the 
same!'  

Later the other brother who had taken a different route came to the big city and 
met the same old man.  

'How are the people in this city?' he asked. 

'How were the people in your hometown?' the old man asked as before.  

'Just fine!' said the other brother. 'Always cheerful, always kind and understanding!' 

'I believe you will find that the people her are exactly the same!' said the old man 
again, for he was a wise old man who knew that the attitude of the people you 
meet depends upon your own state of mind.  

If you are a cheerful, friendly scout, you'll find others the same. 

 

The Second Half 
Who watched the 2007 AFC championship football game? 

Down 21-3 in the first half, the Indianapolis Colts came back to beat the New 
England Patriots 38-34. They won with an 80-yard drive at the end of the game. 
That was the biggest comeback in an NFL championship game ever. 

The Colts didn’t produce results in the first half. But, they made up for it in the 
second half. They regrouped, focused, and did what was required to win the game. 

Some of you should consider regrouping and focusing in this 'second half' of your 
term of leadership. Look at what you’ve accomplished in your position and figure 
out how you are going to do what is required before the clock runs out in a couple 
months. 
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Set An Example 
Just think about this for 15 seconds: 
'What you do speaks so loudly, I can't hear what you say.' 
(On your watch, time 15 seconds off.) 
Can someone share what that means to you? 
 
When you say the Scout Law at a troop meeting and you tell a tenderfoot to 'Shut 
Up!' so you can say a scout is 'Friendly', which does he hear? 
 
When you tell some 2nd class scouts to work together as a patrol and then you 
complain about the terrible dinner your patrol had to eat, which does he hear? 
 
When you tell a scout that everyone has an important place in the troop and then 
you make fun of another scout's sloppy knot, which does he hear? 
 
Now, take 15 seconds to look at each scout around this room. Think in your head 
which ones 'say' the most without using words - which have you noticed setting a 
good example? 
(time off another 15 seconds.) 
 
Good night, scouts. 

Scout is Like a Teabag 
Scouts are like teabags. You don't know how strong they are until they get in hot 
water. Scouts occasionally find themselves being first on the scene at serious 
accidents or other emergency situations that put their Scout skills to the test!  
Do your ever ask yourself how would you do in such circumstances? Acts of 
heroism are not always a matter of being fearless - more often it's just the 
opposite, doing what is right in spite of being afraid. Being a Scout, by which I 
mean living by the Scout Oath and Law, the Slogan and the Motto, more often 
means doing things that are not easy in less news-worthy - but no less heroic - 
ways, than in the stories you hear about. Things like: standing up to peer pressure, 
seeking ways to help people, being courteous even to the non-courteous, placing 
God rather than self at the centre of the universe. So try your best to make a good 
cup of tea! 

 
Scout Handshake Origin 

Our Scout salute and handshake are ancient signs of bravery and respect. The 
normal right-hand handshake comes from the times when men carried weapons 
such as swords or guns for their own protection. When they met one another, there  
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was an uneasy moment as each watched the other's right hand. If it went to his 
sword or gun, there was a battle, but if it went to his hat it was a salute of 
friendship or respect.  

 
The handshake is similar - outstretching your right hand shows it is empty and you 
are friendly. 

  
The left-hand shake comes to us from the Ashanti warriors whom Baden-Powell 
knew long ago in South Africa. He saluted them with his right hand, but the Ashanti 
chieftain offered his left hand and said: 'In our land only the bravest of the brave 
shake hands with the left hand, because to do so we must drop our shields and our 
protection.' The Ashanti knew of General Baden-Powell's bravery, for they had 
fought against him and with him, and were proud to offer him the left-hand shake 
of bravery. 

Obstacles and Opportunities 
Once upon a time, there was a kingdom ruled by a pretty good king. And, through 
this kingdom, there was a road. And, on this road, there was a big rock right in the 
middle of the road. 

One of the king's ambassadors returning from a trip complained about how the 
kingdom was going to pot and rode his horse around the rock. 

A rich merchant came by and complained about the delay as his driver slowly edged 
around the rock and hurried on. 

A countess in her carriage whined that the king should take better care of the road 
system. 

Many other people came by and went around the rock throughout the day. Then, a 
poor peasant came by carrying a large load of vegetables he hoped to sell in the 
market. 

When he approached the rock, he set down his burden. He pushed and pulled at 
the rock until he finally got it moved to the side of the road. Where the rock had 
been was a leather purse. The peasant opened it and saw many gold coins and a 
note. 

The note read, 'These coins are a reward for your efforts to improve our kingdom. 
Signed, the King' 

Taking time to fix a problem is better than just complaining about the problem. 
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Roping Together 

You can use one of these ropes for knot tying practice or for tying a small package, 
but they're not big enough for really big jobs.  

(Call up two or three Scouts and asked them to join the ropes together with square 
knots or sheet bends.) Now we have a much more useful rope, one we could use 
for pioneering or other jobs where we need a good length of rope.  

These pieces of rope are a lot like individual Scouts. Your patrol and the whole 
troop work the same way. Scouts who work together like these ropes can achieve 
much bigger things. But remember that this rope is only as strong as its' weakest 
link. The same idea applies to our patrols and troop. They can't be strong unless 
everyone pulls together. Teamwork is important in Scouting - we rely on each other 
to accomplish our goals.  

Strive to be a strong link in your patrol. Do the best to live by the ideals we talk 
about in the Scout Oath and Law. Learn your Scouting skills to the best of your 
ability, and take part in everything the troop and your patrol do work together to 
accomplish more. 

 

Johnny Appleseed 
Required: an apple and a core or apple seeds 

(Hold out the apple in one hand and the seeds in the other for all to see.) 

If I gave you a choice, which hand would you choose? 

Of course, the apple would sure taste good. But, in the mid-1800s there was a 
fellow that would have taken the tasteless seeds instead. In fact, he was so 
fascinated with apple seeds that folks called him Johnny Appleseed. 

He walked across hundreds of miles of our nation's frontier lands year after year, 
planting apple trees wherever he could find a likely spot. He continued doing this 
until he died - it was his life's calling. 

The trees that grew from the apple seeds he planted fed thousands of people as our 
nation expanded and folks spread west. Johnny Appleseed had a vision - he saw 
that work he did today might have a big impact much later. But, he didn't do great 
deeds - he didn't build a huge structure, invent new technology, or become a great 
politician. All he did was plant tiny, simple seeds. 

Every time you do a Good Turn you are planting a seed. You are doing just what 
Johnny Appleseed did - making a tiny difference. Doing that day by day, year after 
year, as a way of life, will affect thousands of people. 
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Look out into the world and have a vision of where you want your life to go. But, 
along the way, make sure you plant a lot of seeds of helpfulness, friendship, 
courtesy, kindness, and cheerfulness. 

A Good Turn is a small thing, but they add up. 

 

IQ, FQ, MQ 
You've all heard of an IQ - that is Intelligence Quotient. There are tests used to 
determine someone's IQ and then you have a rough idea of how 'intelligent' you are 
compared to the population. 

Did you know we also have an FQ? That would be Fitness Quotient. Sure, when you 
do your Physical Fitness part of the Tenderfoot requirements or the Personal Fitness 
merit badge, you test yourself and then try to improve. You have a good idea 
where you fall on the FQ scale. 

Another one that might be useful is the MQ - or Morality Quotient. Some way to 
measure a person's morals compared to the population. But, I guess that is best 
left between you and God.  

Be sure that you CAN work on improving your intelligence, fitness, and morals, 
though. There is always room to improve. 

With an IQ, FQ, and MQ, we can measure the 3rd part of the Scout Oath - to keep 
myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight. 

It's a good idea to occasionally test yourself to make sure you are still improving. 

 

How To Catch a Monkey 
Do you know how to catch a monkey?  

In India, they take a gourd, cut a small hole in it, and put some rice inside. Then 
they tie the gourd down securely and wait for the monkey.  

Monkeys are greedy and selfish. I guess you could say anybody who is greedy and 
selfish is a monkey. Anyway, monkeys are so greedy and selfish that the monkey 
sticks his paw into the gourd to get the rice. He grabs a handful - but then he can't 
get his hand out of the gourd. His fist won't go through the small hole. 

And he's so greedy and selfish that he won't let go of the handful of rice. He just 
waits there with his greedy fist wrapped around the rice until the men come and 
take him.  

Don't be greedy and selfish or you may make a 'monkey' of yourself.  
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Helping Strangers  

One day a boy was playing along the bank of a river that flowed through a city. 
Unfortunately, he fell in and was quickly caught in the current, spinning away 
downstream, screaming for help. 

Many people stopped along the bank, watching the boy in trouble, but not able or 
willing to go in after him. 

At just that time, a man was crossing a bridge over the river, on his way home 
after a very hard day at work and heard the commotion. He looked over the side of 
the bridge and saw the boy flailing his arms weakly. Immediately, he dropped his 
lunchbox, tore off his shoes, and jumped over the edge into the cold water below. 

Having earned the Swimming and Lifesaving merit badges in Scouts, he caught the 
little boy and pulled him to shore. As he drug the spluttering boy onto the ground, 
he finally recognized him - it was his own son. 

This man was only thinking of helping someone in need. It didn't matter to him who 
it was, he was just prepared to help. That is how it often goes - when you set out to 
help others, it often helps you more than you can imagine. 

 
Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody  

This is a story about four people named 
Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody. 
 
There was an important job to be done and 
Everybody was sure that Somebody would do it. 
 
Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. 
Somebody got angry because it was Everybody's job. 
 
Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that Somebody 
wouldn't do it. 
 
It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when 
Nobody did what Anybody could have done. 

 

Everybody's Canoe  
A young Indian was busy carving a canoe out of a log. As he worked, members of 
the tribe passed by. Everybody had a piece of advice to offer the young man.  
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'I think you are making your canoe too wide,' one of them said. The young brave, 
wishing to show respect for the advice of an elder, narrowed down the canoe.  

A little later, a warrior stopped by. 'I'm afraid you are cutting the stern too full,' he 
said. Again, the young brave listened to his elder and cut down the stern.  

Yet another adult stopped, watched awhile, then said, 'The bow is too sheer.' The 
young brave accepted this advice as well and changed the line of the bow.  

Finally the canoe was complete and the young brave launched it. As soon as it hit 
the water, it capsized. Laboriously he hauled it back onto the beach. Then he found 
another log and started all over.  

Soon, a member of his tribe stopped by to offer some advice, but this time the 
young brave was ready.  

'See that canoe over there?' he asked, pointing to the useless craft on the beach. 
'That is everybody's canoe.' Then he nodded at the work in progress. 'This one,' he 
said, 'This is MY canoe!' 

 

Donkey in a Well  
A farmer had a donkey that unfortunately fell into an abandoned well. It brayed and 
brayed until the farmer heard him and came running over. 

The well was deep and the farmer couldn't figure out how to hoist the donkey out. 
Besides, the donkey was getting old and the farmer had other donkeys. And, the 
well was abandoned and should be covered up anyway, so ... 

The farmer called his neighbors over with their shovels. They all gathered around 
and started shoveling dirt onto the donkey, which was still braying away in fear. 

After awhile, the farmers couldn't hear the donkey any longer. They continued to fill 
the well with dirt until suddenly the donkey stepped up and out of the well! 

As the farmers shoveled dirt onto the back of the donkey, he would shake it off and 
step up onto the new dirt until the dirt lifted him out. 

You will get dirt shoveled on you in your life - lots of dirt, all kinds of dirt. When you 
feel like you're stuck in a well, just shake all that dirt off and take a step up. 

If someone says you can't do something, shake it off and step on it. 

If you do poorly, shake it off, step on it, and try again. 

When you stop trying, that's when the dirt will bury you. So, shake it off, step up, 
and never give up. 
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Balanced Diet  

I expect you all know the 6 food groups. What are they? 

Bread & Grain, Vegetables, Fruits, Dairy, Meat, Sugar & Fat. 

Great! And we all know it’s important to include a mix of foods from all those 
groups in our diets. Why? So we have a well-rounded diet that keeps our bodies 
healthy. 

I believe the same sort of thing is true for our lives, not just our bodies. I can think 
of 6 'life groups' kind of like the 'food groups' - Academics, Athletics, Family, Music, 
Religion, and Social. 

If you spent all your time just doing schoolwork, but no social or religious activities, 
you might get very good at science. But, you wouldn't have the skills to share your 
knowledge with others. 

If you just hang around with friends and listen to music, but no athletics, you might 
be a fun guy but you couldn't throw a ball or swim in a lake. 

If you look at famous figures that have had personal problems plastered on the 
front page, maybe you can see what I'm getting at. Some of them have invested all 
their effort into one activity and neglected the other areas of life. When they make 
it big, they are not prepared for the rest of life and it all falls apart. 

So, mix it up. Take a big helping of Academics, a side-dish of Athletics, pour some 
Family time on top, garnish with Music, have a big glass of Religion, and finish with 
a Social dessert. Now, THAT's a balanced diet that will give you a healthy body AND 
life. 

 

Back It Up 
Required: $10 bill 
Eagle patch or Life patch 

You'll need a $10 or $20 bill - or even larger if you want to make a big impression 
:-) 

Hold up the bill for all to see or pass it around the circle. 

Ask, 'What is this?' 

Ask, 'What is it worth?' 

Ask why the bill is worth so much. 

The bill is really just a piece of paper. It has no value. But, it has been created and 
certified by the U.S. Government to be 'worth' $10.00 and can be exchanged for  
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$10 worth of food or other stuff. It is Backed Up by the strength of our 
government. Without that power and trust Backing It Up, the bill would be 
worthless. 

Hold up the Eagle or Life patch. 

Look at this patch. It's just a piece of fabric, not worth anything. But, it's valuable 
because we know it represents years of learning, leading, and serving. It is Backed 
Up by the efforts and commitment made by the young man that wears it. 

When you receive your own patch like this, you will know that the patch itself is not 
that important. How you Back It Up is the important part. 

 
Apes and Bananas 

Here's a fun experiment to try at home. :-) 

Set up a big cage with stairs in the center leading up to a bunch of bananas 
hanging from the ceiling. 

Put 5 apes in the cage. 

As soon as one of the apes sees the bananas and starts climbing the stairs to reach 
them, spray ALL the apes with very cold water from a hose. 

As soon as another ape starts after the bananas, spray ALL the apes again. 
Whenever an ape makes an attempt, spray ALL the apes. 

In a bit, if an ape starts to climb the stairs, all the other apes will scream at it and 
pull it off the steps. At this point, turn off the cold water and replace one of the 
apes with a brand new ape. 

This new ape will see the bananas and climb up to them but the other apes will 
scream and attack him, to pull him off the stairs. He may try this a second time, 
but he'll learn that if he climbs the stairs he'll be attacked. 

Replace another ape with a new one and the same scenario will occur. The other 
apes will stop him from climbing to the bananas - even the other new ape because 
he has learned that is how it's done. 

Continue replacing apes until none of them in the cage have ever been sprayed 
with water. They will still prevent any from getting to the bananas and none will 
even try anymore. Why? Because that's the way it's always been done around here. 

Don't get stuck in a rut of doing things the same way year to year. Encourage the 
troop leaders to try new things - different outings, new merit badges, changes to 
the program within the BSA guidelines. 
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Astronauts and the Scouting 
Of the 12 American Astronauts who have walked on the Moon, 11 have been 

Scouts! 

Apollo-Saturn 11 Date: 7/20/69 Time: 2 hr. 31 min. 40 sec.  
Neil Armstrong, Edwin 'Buzz' Aldrin   
Armstrong (Eagle), Aldrin (Tenderfoot), M. Collins (Non-Scout)  

Apollo-Saturn 12 Date: 11/19/69 Time: 7 hr. 45 min. 18 sec.  
Charles (Pete) Conrad, Alan Bean  
Conrad (Cub Scout), Gordon (Star), Bean (First Class)  

Apollo-Saturn 13  
Lovell (Eagle), Swigert (Second Class), Haise (Star)  

Apollo-Saturn 14 Date: 2/5/71 Time: 9 hr. 22 min. 31 sec.  
Alan Shepard, Edgar Mitchell  
Shepard (First Class), Mitchell (Life), Roosa (Non-Scout)  

Apollo-Saturn 15 Date: 7/30/71 Time: 18 hr. 34 min. 46 sec  
James Irwin, David Scott  
D. Scott (Life), Worden (First Class), Irwin (Non-Scout)  

Apollo-Saturn 16 Date: 4/21/72 to 4/23/72 Time: 20 hr. 14 min. 16 sec.  
Charles Duke, John Young  
Young (Second Class), Mattingly (Life), Duke (Second Class)  

Apollo-Saturn 17 Date: 12/11/72 to 12/13/72 Date: 22 hr. 3 min. 57 sec.  
Harrison Schmitt, Eugene Cernan  
Cernan (Second Class), Evans (Life), Schmitt (Tenderfoot)  

Of the 21 Astronauts who have orbited the Moon, 19 have been Scouts  

 Of the 214 former and present astronauts, 142 have taken part in Scouting.  

 

Astronaut Scout Experience:  
(World Wide)  

EAGLE:   

Adamson, Armstrong, Bagian, Bluford, Bowersox, Brady, Carr, Carter, Chaffee, 
Covey, Creighton, Duke, Eisele, Fullerton, W. Gregory, Griggs, Hoffman, Jones, Lee, 

Lind, Llewellyn (King's Scout, U.K.), Lovell, McCulley, O'Leary, Onizuka, Oswald, 
Parazynski, Reightler, Searfoss, See, Tanner, Truly, D. Walker   

LIFE:   

Anders, Basset, Brand, Bridges, Casper, Cooper, Evans, Fabian, G. Gardner, 
Givens, Gregory, Kregel, Low, Mattingly, McArthur, Mitchell, D. Scott, Spring, 

Springer, Van Hoften, C. Williams   
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STAR:   

Barry, Cameron, England, W. Fisher, Garriott, R. Gibson, Gordon, Grissom, Haise, 
Lounge, McNair, Stafford   

First Class:   

J. Allen, Bean, Clifford, Coats, Engle, Freeman, D. Gardner, E. Gibson, Hammond, 
Henize, Linnehan, Nelson, Overmyer, Schirra, Schweickart, W. Scott, Shepard, 

Veach, Worden 

Second Class:   

Bolden, Buchli, Carpenter, Cernan, Culbertson, Mullane, Parker, Pogue, Shriver, 
Swigert, W. Thornton, White, Young   

Tenderfoot:   

Aldrin, Bursch, Hawley, Lousma, McDivitt, Michel, Schmitt, S. Smith 

EXPLORER:   

O'Connor, D. Williams   

CUB SCOUT:   

A. Allen, C. Brown, Conrad, Foale (Wolf, Germany), Gernhardt, Henricks, Leestma, 
Lopez-Alegria, McBride, Meade, Readdy, Rominger, Shepherd, Thomas, Thuot, Wolf 

  

RANK UNKNOWN:   

C. Brown, Bull, Clervoy, Garneau, Harris, James Voss   

GIRL SCOUT:   

E. Collins, Davis, A. Fisher, Helms, Jernigan, Lawrence, Seddon, Sherlock, Sullivan,  
K. Thornton, Janice Voss, Weber 

 

Bad Influences 
Required: Hatchet, Compass 

Take out a compass, hold it up in your right hand and ask what it is. Ask them what 
it is used for. The desired answer is that it gives you direction. Next ask how it 
gives direction. The desired response is that it points to the North. Looking at the 
compass, point in the direction that the compass tells you is North.  

Hold up a hatchet in your left hand and ask the Scouts what it is. You'll get several 
replies. The desired answer is that it is a tool that we can use both in and out of 
Scouting. Ask them what it is used for.  
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Bring the hatchet closer to the compass. The compass needle should swing to point 
at the hatchet. As you say, 'Wait a minute, now North's over there!', turn to the 
left. The compass needle will still point at the hatchet. Each time you turn, tell them 
that North has moved again! They will all begin yelling at you that the hatchet is 
causing the compass to give a false direction. Repeat this to them, 'What's that? 
The hatchet is making the compass give me an incorrect direction?' After they all 
agree, tell them the following:  

Both of these items are tools that Scouting teaches you about, which you can use 
both in and out of your Scouting life to make certain tasks easier to accomplish. 
The Scout Oath and the Scout Law are the same thing. They aren't just words that 
you need to memorize in order to make advancement, they are valuable tools that, 
like the compass, will help you to have a more enjoyable and profitable life, both in 
and out of Scouting. Learn to use these tools well and often.  

Just like you saw with the compass and the hatchet, you will find outside influences 
that will try to draw you away from the direction you should be headed. Just as you 
have learned to recognize that iron-bearing metal will draw a compass off course, 
learn to reconize those things that will draw you off course from the things the 
Scout Oath and Law teach you about goodness, honesty, cheerfully helping others, 
being true to your religion, and being a positive and active member of this great 
country.  

If you learn to use these two valuable tools, the Oath and Law, that Scouting has 
given you, you'll be a better person for it. 

 

Afraid and Brave 
Who is more brave - the Tenderfoot that walks to the latrine on a campout at 2am 
or the Life Scout that rescues a drowning little 6 year old girl? 

Bravery doesn't really depend on the Task being done. It depends on the internal 
challenge overcome to perform the task. That Tenderfoot may have been very 
brave to walk all alone in the pitch black to the latrine instead of chickening out and 
using the bushes right next to his tent. That Life Scout may have had no concerns 
with going into 5 feet of water. 

A good definition of Bravery is: 'a quality of spirit that enables you to face danger of 
pain without showing fear.' 

Being brave is not being unafraid - quite the opposite; fear and bravery go hand in 
hand. When you are afraid and can still do what needs to be done, now THAT is 
being brave. 
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Whether that is saving someone in danger, sticking up for a new kid at school, or 
telling someone about your beliefs - there are many situations where you can be 
brave or cowardly. You find out a lot about who you really are when you find 
yourself in those situations. 

One of the bravest things I ever did was getting up the nerve to turn the lights off 
in my bedroom as a kid, but that's another story. :-) 

 

A Wrapper A Day 
A Wrapper A Day - that's my motto. 

When I'm out walking, I try to pick up a wrapper a day – it’s usually more than 
that, unfortunately. I have no idea how the wrappers get there, but there's never a 
shortage of them. 

I'm over 40 years old and I have never actually seen someone throw a wrapper on 
the ground. I have no idea what sort of person does it. It just doesn't make sense 
to me, but there seem to be more than enough of them around. 

So, I just do what I can when I can - just a wrapper a day. 

There are 30 of us here. If we all did A Wrapper A Day, that would be over 10000 
wrappers in a year - and that would be about 100 pounds.  

Of course its up to you to help or not and no one will know if you do. But, wouldn't 
it be great if one day I couldn't find my wrapper for that day? 

 

Chain  
Required: a length of chain 

You've heard the saying 'A chain is only as strong as its weakest link'. That's 
absolutely true. With this chain, I can pull a car or lift a heavy load - I can perform 
many tasks. But, if I try to lift something that is too heavy, one of the links will 
break - the weakest link will let down the rest of the chain. 

In Scouting, each scout works on personal advancement to strengthen himself and 
improve his skills. Personal advancement increases the strength of each link in our 
chain so we can accomplish more. 

But, there will always be a weakest link. No matter what the task at hand, some 
person will be less skilled than the others. Someone will not be able to tie a certain 
knot, or kindle a fire, or hike as fast, or recite as well as the others. At some point, 
each of you will be a weakest link - I guarantee it! Being the weakest link is not a 
shameful thing - it is an opportunity for improvement. 
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One of the best things about Scouting is that our 'chain' is better than a simple 
metal chain. When we have a task to do, we are not really limited by our weakest 
link. The other stronger or more skilled or more experienced links support the 
weaker links. They help them, teach them, and guide them. As a result, we 
accomplish much more than if we each just did our specific task and left the rest. 

Do your best to not be the weakest link - for yourself and for your patrol and for 
your troop. Learn skills, take on challenges, grow! But, be aware that around here 
the weakest link one day might be the strongest the next - and the strongest may 
be the weakest.  

 
A Scout Is... 

A Scout is Trustworthy 
 

A Scout is Loyal 
Scouts, what's the second point of the Scout Law? That's right, 'A Scout is loyal.' 
Our Scout handbook explains that a Scout is loyal to his family, Scout leaders, 
friends, school and nation. 

I'm going to add one more thing to that list - a Scout is loyal to his team. The team 
might be his patrol or sports team.  

Your patrol or soccer team can't be as good as it should be if you goof off a lot or 
constantly complain about your teammates or your patrol leader or coach. A 
winning patrol and a winning team, must have a winning attitude. That means that 
every member must be willing to do his part and not spend time griping because 
the patrol's plans or the game are not going his way.  

That doesn't mean that you have to be close friends with everybody in your patrol 
or team or even like all of them. But it means that when you join, you commit 
yourself to the success of the patrol or the team and pledge to give it your best 
effort.  

In Scouting and sports, it's teamwork that makes winners. So whenever you're with 
your patrol or sports team, remember, 'A Scout is loyal'.  
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A Scout is Helpful 

 
A Scout is Friendly 

What's the fourth point of the Scout Law? That's right - 'A Scout is friendly. '  

Do you have as many friends as you'd like to have? Real friends, I mean? The kind 
of guys you're glad to see, and who are glad to see you?  

Well maybe not. Lots of us would like to make more friends, but somehow it 
doesn't seem to happen. Well the secret of making friends is simple - being 
friendly. If you're a put-down artist, or if you're always trying to rip off everybody 
or get the better of them in some way you're not going to have many friends. 
Nobody like to be put down or ripped off.  

The Bible gives the key to making friends. It's called the Golden Rule - 'Do unto 
others as you would have them do unto you. 'That's a great rule to remember in 
everything you do. And it's a perfect prescription for making friends.  

 
A Scout is Courteous 

A Scout is Kind 
Scouts, our Law say's 'A Scout is kind. A Scout understands that there is strength 
in being gentle. He treats others as he wants to be treated. He does not hurt or kill 
harmless things without reason.'  

Some of you may already be hunters. No doubt others will hunt as you get older. I 
have a question for you: Is a hunter following the Scout Law when he shoots wild 
creatures? (Get answers.)  

It seems to me that the key words in this point of the Law are, 'without reason'. A 
Scout does not hurt or kill without reason. If you're going hunting for food, or to kill 
pests that are destroying property, or are hunting animals that are dangerous to 
man, you're not hunting without reason. So you are not violating the Scout Law. 

But never aim at a target you don't intend to hit. And if your target is a living 
creature, be sure you're not killing it without reason. A Scout is kind, and he does 
not blast away just for fun. He shoots only for good reason.  

 

A Scout is Obedient 
The Scout Handbook explains being Obedient this way: 'A Scout follows the rules of 
his family, school and troop. He obeys the laws of his community and country. If he 
thinks these rules and laws are unfair, he tries to have them changed in an orderly 

manner rather than disobey them.' 



 

 
Closing Narratives 

  

http://tidworthscoutgroup.terapad.com/ 
 

 
1st Tidworth 
Scout Group 

 
 
 
 
 

So, you may not agree with some rules - if that's the case, then you should work to 
understand them and then work to get them changed. Simply disobeying them 
creates chaos and possibly danger. 

Examples of rules to obey are Traffic Rules. If you decide that that big, red, octagon 
sign isn't going to stop you, then you'll be in big trouble. If you decide to see what 
its like to drive in England and use the left-hand side of the road, you'll be in big 
trouble.  

These are rules that everyone understands and follows to keep traffic moving 
safely. They are arbitrary rules - we could have decided that green meant STOP 
and red meant GO, but now that they are in place, we all obey them. 

The same is true in your family, school, troop, and whenever you interact with 
people. If you are a hermit in the mountains by yourself, then you can do whatever 
you want. But, in society, we obey rules and work to change those that may be 
unjust or unfair. 

 

A Scout is Cheerful 
Two brothers once decided to leave their hometown and move to the city. Outside 
the city the first brother met an old man. 'How are the people here?' asked the first 
brother.  

'Well, how were the people in your hometown?' asked the old man in return.  

'Aw, they were always grumpy and dissatisfied,' answered the first brother. 'There 
wasn't a single one among them worth bothering about.' 

'And,' the old man said, 'you'll find that the people here are exactly the same!'  

Later the other brother came along. 'How are the people in this city?' he asked. 
'How were the people in your hometown?' the old man asked as before.  

'Fine!' said the other brother. 'Always cheerful, always kind and understanding!'  

'You will find that the people her are exactly the same!' said the old man again, for 
he was a wise old man who knew that the attitude of the people you meet depends 
upon your own state of mind. If you are cheerful and frank and good-humored, 
you'll find others the same.  

 

A Scout is Thrifty 
If I were to turn the thermostat in my house up to 80 and open all the windows on 
a cold, winter day, which part of the Scout Law would I not be following? (Thrifty) 
I'd be wasting lots of energy, just throwing heat, gas, and money away. That is an 
obvious one. 
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What am I doing when I build a huge campfire? 

I'm burning a lot of wood that will not be available to other scouts. I'm destroying 
material that would eventually create new soil. I'm not being Thrifty. 

Thrifty is not just about money. Thrifty means to conserve and get the most use 
out of all your resources. 

Would someone please tell me, in a nutshell, what 'Leave No Trace' is? 

(Leave No Trace is a program intended to preserve the outdoors spaces through 
minimizing our impact when we are hiking and camping.) 

When our troop follows the principles of Leave No Trace, we are being Thrifty users 
of the wild places. 

Keep your eyes open for other, interesting ways you can be Thrifty and let me 
know what you come up with. 

 

A Scout is Brave 
In the Scout Law we say, 'A Scout is brave.' What does that mean to you? (Get 
answers.) 

Usually we think of bravery as overcoming fear to take some action that saves a life 
of helps someone in some way. Most of the time we're talking about overcoming 
fear of physical harm to ourselves.  

But there's another kind of bravery. It's bravery to overcome the fear of ridicule 
from our friends. It's the courage that's required to do what you know is right, even 
if your friends make fun of you. It may even be tougher than being brave in a crisis 
because you usually have more time to think about it.  

I know it's sometimes hard to act right when everybody is urging you to do 
something you know is wrong. It takes a courageous Scout - or man - to withstand 
the pressure from friends. 

It's not easy - but it's the mark of a good Scout. Let's try to do our best to be brave 
in every situation - the emergency and the pressure from friends. 

 

A Scout is Clean 
(Hold up two cooking pots, one shiny bright on the inside but sooty outside, the 
other shiny outside and dirty inside.) 

Scouts, which of these pots would you rather have your food cooked in? Did I hear 
someone say 'Neither one. ' That's not a bad answer. We wouldn't have much 
confidence in a patrol cook who didn't have his pots shiny both inside and out. But  
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if we had to make a choice, we would tell the cook to use the pot that's clean on 
the inside. The same applies to people.  

Most people keep themselves clean on the outside. But how about the inside? Do 
we try to keep our minds and our language clean? I think that's more important 
than keeping the outside clean.  

A Scout of course, should be clean inside and out. Water, soap, and a toothbrush 
takes care of the outside.  

Only your determination will keep the inside clean. You can do it by following the 
Scout Law and the example of the people you respect - your parents, your teacher, 
your clergyman, or a good buddy who is trying to do the same thing. 

 

A Scout is Reverent 
Wrong Versus Right 

One of my ASMs had a good one last night which may not be profound enough for 
an Eagle court but great for a SM minute.  

Have everyone stand in the audience.  

Have everyone cross their arms.  

Have them look which arm is on top.  

Ask them to re-cross their arms so that the "other" arm is on top.  

Ask them what they feel...  

The response is typically "different, weird"  

Ask "which way is CORRECT?, right on top or left on top?"  

They may balk at the word CORRECT (which is good).  

Ask "which way is WRONG" The answer typically is neither way is right nor wrong.. 
just different. 
You now can tell them that each one of us is different. 
If you can work with each other's difference, then you will make a difference in the 
world.  

Twenty-Four Hours 
Last Sunday as I was finishing my run through Tree Tops Park with my running 
buddy, I saw a neighbor standing in her garage doorway about to get her 
newspaper. Unfortunately the years had not been kind to her. She was walking with 
a walker and one eye was closed. Over the years I had seen her taking care of her 
house and she had always appeared quite friendly,  
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but in her present condition she could no longer see me from where I ran along the 
road. Without thinking, I picked up the Sunday paper and quickly brought it to her. 
God bless you, she said, as I handed her the paper. I was astonished by the 
sincerity of those words as I realized that it would have taken her quite some time 
to walk to the paper and pick it up in her condition. As I caught up with Steve, my 
running buddy, I commented that I had fulfilled my scouting good turn for the day 
and it wasn’t even 8 a.m.  

He jokingly replied, Now you can be a jerk the rest of the day. At first I laughed but 
the more I thought about what had transpired, the more I thought about what the 
meaning of what scout spirit really is. Scout spirit doesn't mean how many little old 
ladies you help across the street or pick up the Sunday paper for. It does not mean 
how many meetings or campouts you attend or how many merit badges you obtain. 
Scout spirit means that we live by the Scout Oath and Law twenty-four hours a day 
and uphold the pledge we make as scouts to hold ourselves up to a higher 
standard, or as the Hebrew National people say, We hold ourselves up to a higher 
authority. So don t just wait for the obvious situation such as the little old lady and 
the newspaper to exercise your scout spirit, but create your own situations to live 
the scouting life and practice scout spirit twenty-four hours a day, seven days a 
week. By doing so we all answer to a higher authority.  

 

A Hundred Years From Now 
How many good deed examples can you give that impacted the world?  

"This I believe: A hundred years from now it will not matter what my bank account 
was, the sort of house I lived in, or the kind of car I drove. But the world may be 
different because I was important in the life of a boy."  

 
An Ancient Prayer 

[found on the wall of an old Inn in Lancashire, England]  

Give us, Lord, a bit o' sun 
a bit o' work and a bit o' fun; 
give us all in th' struggle and splutter 
our daily bread and a bit o' butter.  

Give us health, our keep to make 
an' a bit to spare for poor folks sake; 
give us sense, for we're some of us duffers, 
an' a heart to feel for all that suffers.  
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Give us, too, a bit of a song, 
an' a tale, and a book to help us along, 
an' give us our share o' sorrow's lesson 
that we may prove how grief's a blessing.  

Give us, Lord, a chance to be 
our goodly best, brave, wise and free, 
our goodly best for ourselves and others 
till all men learn to live as brothers.  

Amen. 

Be prepared. 
The end is character with purpose.  

Just like Saint George of old the Boy Scouts of today fight against evil and unclean.  

There is no religious side of the movement; the whole of it is based upon religion.  

As a scout, you are obliged to do at least one good turn every day.  

You can smile at the rain if you have pitched your tent properly.  

Scouts learn endurances in the open. Like explorers, they carry their own burdens 
and 'paddle their own canoes.'  

A scout is 'clean in thought, word and deed.'  

The scout movement is a world-wide brotherhood.  

A boy learning what he can as a scout, has a good chance in the world.  

Obey the Scout Law.  

 

Baden-Powell Chief Scout of the World.  

 

Chief Dan George's Prayer 
O Great Spirit!  

Whose voice I hear in the wind, whose breath gives life to the world ... hear me.  

I come to you as one of your many children ... I am small and weak, I need your 
strength and your wisdom.  

May I walk in beauty.  
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Make my eyes ever behold the red and purple sunset, make my hands respect the 
things that you have made, and my ears sharp to hear your voice.  

Make me wise, so that I may know the things You have taught your children, in 
every leaf and rock.  

Make me strong, not to be suspect to my brothers but to be able to fight my 
greatest enemy ... myself.  

Make me ever ready to come to You with straight eyes, so, that when life fades, as 
the faded sunset, my spirit will come to You without shame. 

 
CLIMBING THE MOUNTAIN 

From Woodland Tales By Ernest Thompson Seton  

Afar in our dry southwestern country is an Indian village, and in the offing is a high 
mountain, towering up out of the desert. It is considered a great feat to climb this 
mountain. So that all the boys of the village were eager to attempt it. One day the 
Chief said; "Now boys you may all go today and try to climb the mountain. Start 
right after breakfast, and go each of you as far as you can. Then when you are 
tired, come back; but let each one bring me a twig from the place where he 
turned." Away they went full of hope each feeling that he surely could reach the 
top. But soon a fat, pudgy boy came slowly back, and in his hand he held out to the 
Chief a leaf of cactus. The Chief smiled and said, "My boy, you did not reach the 
foot of the mountain, you did not even get across the desert." Later, a second boy 
returned. He carried a twig of sagebrush. "Well," said the Chief, "You reached the 
mountain's foot but you did not clime upward." The next had a cottonwood spray. 
"Good", said the Chief, "You got up as far as the springs." Another came later with 
some buckthorn. The Chief smiled when he saw it and spoke thus: "You were 
climbing; you were up to the first slide rock." Late in the afternoon, one arrived 
with a cedar spray, and the old man said, "Well done. You went half way up." An 
hour afterward, one came with a switch of pine. To him the Chief said, "Good, you 
went to the third belt; you made it three quarters of the climb." The sun was low 
when the last returned. He was a tall, splendid boy of noble character. His hand 
was empty as he approached the Chief, but his countenance was radiant, and he 
said: "My father, there were no trees where I got to; there were no twigs, but I saw 
the shining sea." Now the old man's face glowed, too, as he said aloud and almost 
sang: "I knew it. When I looked on your face, I knew it. You have been to the top. 
You need no twigs for token. It is written in your eyes, and rings in your voice. My 
boy, you have felt the uplift, you have seen the glory of the mountain."  

Oh ye Scouts, keep this in mind, then: the badges that we offer for attainment are 
not "prizes." Prizes are things of value taken by violence from their rightful owners.  
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These are merely tokens of what you have done or where you have been. They are 
mere twigs from the trail to show how far you got in climbing the mountain.  

 
Everybody's Canoe... 

A young Indian brave was busy at work carving a canoe out of a log.  

As he worked, members of the tribe passed by. Everybody had a piece of advice to 
offer the young man.  

"I think you are making your canoe too wide," one of them said. The young brave, 
wishing to show respect for the advice of an elder, narrowed down the canoe.  

 

 

A little later, another warrior stopped by. "I'm afraid you are cutting the stern too 
full," he said. Again, the young brave listened to his elder and cut down the stern.  

Very soon, yet another member of the tribe stopped, watched awhile, then said, 
"The bow is too sheer." The young brave accepted this advice as well and changed 
the line of the bow.  

Finally the canoe was complete and the young brave launched it. As soon as it hit 
the water, it capsized. Laboriously he hauled it back onto the beach. Then he found 
another log and began to work anew.  

Very soon, a member of his tribe stopped by to offer some advice, but this time the 
young brave was ready.  

"See that canoe over there?" he asked, pointing to the useless craft on the beach. 
"That is everybody's canoe." Then he nodded at the work in progress. "This one," 
he said, "is my canoe" 

 

Gathering in the Spirit of Scouting 
Over the months past we have gathered together here as a ragtag lot from points 
ranged around the globe with a rich variety of experience and eagerness to help 
youth to grow to their fullest enriching all humanity. We have shared the sorrows 
attendant on illness and death and the rich joy of seeing growth and achievement. 
We have traded ideas, opinions, and good natured humor. We have learned equally 
from older hands opening up their experience and from newer hands asking 
wonderfully challenging questions to keep us all questing for more. In doing all of 
this we have without thinking grown closer and have taken back to our 
communities more than any of us could have given alone.  
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Sitting back a moment to briefly reflect on these things while looking into the 
embers of our virtual campfire you can almost see B-P smiling back and feel the 
warmth of knowing that we have been rekindling the Spirit of Scouting a hundred 
times over to take back and spread the flame of Scouting in the hearts of our youth 
transcending all the things that might otherwise divide us. What a rich gift that is 
for each of us who seek to serve in the Spirit of Scouting.  

As we find ourselves in the midst of this holiday season of joy, hope, and goodwill 
to all, I extend my hand across the distance to clasp yours in a warm shake to say 
thanks for all that you have done in Scouting and all that you are preparing to do. 
May your home be filled with warmth, happiness, and contentment as you celebrate 
the holidays and may your new year bring you satisfaction in knowing that you are 
continuing to make a difference in the lives of young peole who will shape our 
future destiny. Peace be with you al 

Help Other People 
Lord Baden-Powell, the founder of scouting, said this to scouts everywhere:  

"I often think, when the sun goes down, the world is hidden by a big blanket from 
the light of heaven, but the starts are little holes pierced in that blanket by those 
who have done good deeds in this world. The stars are not all the same size: some 
are big, some are little, and some men have done small deeds but they have made 
their hole in the blanket by doing good before they go to heaven. Try to make your 
hole in the blanket by good work while you are on earth. It is something to be 
good, but it is far better to do good."  

Think of Baden-Powell's words when you promise "To help other people."  

 
I Wish I Was That Brother 

Upon graduation from college, a few years back, a young man received a gift from 
his older brother. It was a shiny brand new Packard. The car of his dreams! One 
morning as he approached the car he saw a young lad of 12 peering through the 
windows into the car! Obviously enthralled with the car, the lad didn't hear the 
young man approach. "Is this your car?" the lad asked when he noticed the man. 
"Yes it is!" the man responded! "Wow! This is a nice car!" remarked the lad, "How 
much did it cost?" "I don't know!" answered the man. "It's your car, but you don't 
know how much it cost?" exclaimed the young lad. "No," stated the man, "you see, 
my brother bought it for me!" "I wish...I wish...I wish" stuttered the lad. The man 
thinking he's going to say, I wish I had a car like this. "I wish I was like that 
brother!" finished the boy!  
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Amazed at the lads response he offered to drive him around the block! As they 
were driving, the lad requested if he would drive him home. Thinking he wanted to 
show off that he was riding in a new car to his friends, the man agreed! They drove 
more than a few blocks to where the boy lived and as he turned onto the street the 
man noticed that it wasn't the best kept neighborhood! The houses were dirty and 
broken. He pulled up in front of the boys house. "Please wait," the boy yelled as he 
ran into the house! "Oh, he's probably going to get his family to show off the new 
car", the man thought to himself.  

The door to the front door opened and out came the young lad. In his arms he 
carried a small boy, crippled from birth! The lad brought him out to the car, and 
stated as he hugged his younger brother, "See, just like I told you! It's a brand new 
car! And someday, I'm going to buy you one just like it!"  

How unselfish this boy was....to be the kind of brother that looked after other first!  

What kind of Scout are you...Are you like the older brother! 

 
Life's Burdens 

There is an old story of the missionary Sadhu Sundar Singh. He was traveling 
through the Himalayas with a Monk in the bitter cold. Night was coming and the 
Monk said, "If we don't reach the monastery by nightfall, we are in danger of 
freezing to death." Just as they reached a narrow path, they heard the cries of a 
man who had fallen over the edge. The Monk said, "Do not stop. God has brought 
him to his fate. He must work it out himself."  

Sadhu replied, "God sent me here to help my brother. I cannot abandon him." The 
Monk went on and Sadhu climbed down a steep path. When he found the man, he 
saw that his leg was broken and he could not walk. Sadhu made a sling from his 
blanket and tied the man to his back. He then began a body torturing climb. He 
made his way through the deepening snow. It was dark and it was all he could do 
to follow the path. He perservired, and faint with exhaustion, he finally saw the 
lights of the Monastery. As he moved toward the light, he stumbled for the first 
time and nearly fell. He did not stumble from exhaustion, but over an object. As he 
brushed the snow off the object, he looked down and saw that it was the body of 
the Monk.  

Years later when a student asked him, "What is life's most difficult task?" he 
replied, "To have no burden to carry."  
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"Memories" 

Good Evening.  

A few weeks ago the grandfather of one of the Scouts visited the Troop. He was a 
Scout himself during the Depression in the 1930s, about 60 years ago. It was a 
hard time for him and many others but he had good memories of Scouting. He 
watched the meeting and visited with the Scouts and joined in in our closing circle 
for the Scoutmaster's Minute. We then sang Scout Vespers as we always do.  

His wife of 30 some odd years was with him and she noticed that the grandfather, 
who had not been involved in Scouting in years, still remembered the words and 
tune to the Scout Vespers and was able to sing with the Troop with no hesitation. 
He remarked to his wife afterwards that that simple song brought back all the 
memories. Memories of all the things he had done in Scouts, all the the fun he had 
had, all the valuable lessons he had learned in Scouts that later helped him. It also 
showed him that the traditions of Scouting were still steadfast after so many years.  

Memories and traditions powerful things. Memories and tradiition are an important 
part to Scouting. It is important to recall for both Scouts and Scouters that what we 
build here in the Troop are memories - traditions. We build them between ourselves 
while following the Scout Oath and Law. They are the start of memories that will 
last us a lifetime.  

So as you walk the Scouting trail remember the memories are what you build. 
Pledge yourself to build good memories, good memories of the fun you have had, 
good memories of the lessons you have learned.  

As you leave tonight reflect on the memories and tradtions of Scouting that you 
yourself can carry forward to the betterment of all.  

Good Night  

 

Deeds 
"Deeds are fruits, words are leaves." – English 

"Good deeds are the best prayer." - Serbian  

"Action is the proper fruit of knowledge." - English  

"Better one living word than a hundred dead ones." - German  
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D-Day Scouter's Minute 

The following is based on 

" The Left Handshake - The Boy Scout Movement During the War 1939 -45 " by H 
St. George Saunders, [ Collins, London 1949] pp139 – 140 

No better example of how French Scouts helped their country during the occupation 
can be found than in the story of Jean Pierre Comboudon, a 16 year-old Rover 
Scout from Issy les Moulineaux, a suburb of Paris. After the invasion the township 
was cut off by fighting between allied and occupying troops. Food was not getting 
through, and there was general disorganisation of services everywhere.  

Jean Pierre persuaded the Mayor to give him a free hand. Equipped with two lorries, 
a small sum in cash and a motorcycle he went around local fields and farms and 
collected some ten tons of vegetables. Next he ventured further afield into Oise, 
which was still the scene of actions between the retreating Germans and Canadian 
forces. He and his companion collected some thirty tons of foodstuffs. On the way 
back to town he not only had to deal with a flat tyre, but also one of his lorries was 
hit during an air raid, and he had to put out the resulting fire. On the way he 
encountered two wounded passers-by, and drove them to the hospital.  

 

 

But the hospital was deserted, empty of staff and supplies. He went around the 
town collecting medical supplies and bedding and established the wounded in the 
hospital before continuing his journey back to Issy. Rations for 25,000 people were 
issued, which fed the inhabitants until the town was liberated by American forces 
on 26 June after a battle lasting three days. During this time Jean Pierre rescued 
wounded.  

As if this was not enough, he penetrated a position held by 400 desperate SS 
troops, who were convinced that they would be slaughtered and determined to fight 
to the last. Jean Pierre managed to persuade them to surrender to the allies, and 
by so doing saved many lives on both sides.  

The above is a paraphrase of the original. I occasionally persuade our Scoutmaster 
to lend me his Scoutmaster's Minute to try to introduce little bits of Scouting history 
to the troop, and I used this story last week at our meeting which fell between 
Memorial Day and the D-Day anniversary. Scouts from Transatlantic Council had 
recently returned from Normandy where we visited the Pointe de Hoc and the 
American Cemetery. One Scout in T401 is dual French / American and his 
grandmother visited us in camp and told the boys how she had been a little girl 
during the D-Day Landings and had watched the American forces come ashore.  
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Her family had been involved with the Resistance, and she herself had previously 
been interned in a concentration camp. Clearly this story had particular significance 
for the Scouts who had actually visited Omaha Beach a few weeks previously, but I 
hope that it might be usefull to you Scouters and your troops.  

 
Consider the flashlight 

Equipment needed: Flashlight, a paper grocery bag and darkness.  

Consider the flashlight. Think how useful it is as we find our way along the trail at 
night or prepare to bed down in our tents.  

Consider the batteries in our flashlight. If we keep them too long or use them too 
much eventually they lose their power and our light dims beyond usefulness.  

Consider that if we have only one flashlight for a group of people, only the one 
person holding the light determines what we will see or what direction we will 
proceed. If we have many lights, we have many possibilities and choices to make. 
Also notice that if everyone holds his light high at the same time, the light fills an 
area larger than if everyone holds their light low. Notice how the group benefits 
from the light held high.  

Consider what happens if we put our light inside a paper bag and turn it on. We can 
see what is inside the bag very well but cannot see things outside the bag well at 
all because the bag cuts the light. Sometimes it is important to see inside the bag. 
sometimes it is important to see outside the bag.  

The flashlight is like us, like people. We are most useful and helpful to others when 
we are outside the bag and in groups.  

The batteries are like our beliefs and our ideas. Sometimes they need recharging or 
replacing in order for the light to remain useful.  

The bag represents some of the choices we make about sharing ourselves with 
others.  

How will you hold your light? How Long will your batteries last? How many bags do 
you bring along and is there anything worth finding inside?  

Consider the flashlight. 

 

One Day At A Time 
A friend of ours was walking down a deserted Mexican beach at sunset. As he 
walked along, he began to see another man in the distance. As he grew nearer, he 
noticed that the local native kept leaning down, picking something up and throwing  
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it out into the water. Time and again he kept hurling things out into the ocean.  

As our friend approached even closer, he noticed that the man was picking up 
starfish that had been washed up on the beach and, one at a time, he was throwing 
them back into the water.  

Our friend was puzzled. He approached the man and said, "Good evening, friend. I 
was wondering what you are doing."  

"I'm throwing these starfish back into the ocean. You see, it's low tide right now 
and all of these starfish have been washed up onto the shore. If I don't throw them 
back into the sea, they'll die up here from lack of oxygen."  

"I understand," my friend replied, "but there must be thousands of starfish on this 
beach. You can't possibly get to all of them. There are simply too many. And don't 
you realize this is probably happening on hundreds of beaches all up and down this 
coast. Can't you see that you can't possibly make a difference?"  

The local native smiled, bent down and picked up yet another starfish, and as he 
threw it back into the sea, he replied, "Made a difference to that one!"  

(Jack Canfield and Mark V. Hansen taken from "Chicken Soup for the Soul") 

There are hundreds of thousands (millions) of boys around the world who can 
benefit from the Scouting experience. We can't reach them all, but even within our 
own groups we see our task overwhelming, not making any difference. However, to 
that one boy in your den, pack, troop or post who looked to you as a role model, a 
friend, an inspiration (even if he never told you) you've made a difference!  

You Do Make A Difference -- in making our world a better place to be....One Boy At 
A Time! 

 
Parable of the Shapes 

Material needed: 2 Square, 2 triangle, 2 star, 2 circle, 1 blob and 1 in-spite-of sign  

The Script:  

NARRATOR: There once was a land of IF and BECAUSE That sat on the earth as 
every land does. And every person who lived in the land, Would search for a person 
they could understand. Now let us together observe what takes place When IF and 
BECAUSE people meet face-to-face.  

1st CIRCLE As I walk along this fine sunny day, A stranger I see coming my way. Is 
this stranger a friend or a foe? Not till I look at the shape will I know. A circle I be 
and a circle I stay; A circle is needed for friendship today (enter Blob) Hello my 
friend, Circle s my name And finding a friend is my kind of game. Have you a circle 
to exchange with me here? Or-are you an alien shape, I fear?  
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BLOB: A friendly fellow you seem to be And circles I need for good friends, to be. 
What my own shape is, I really don t know...... But I hope its a circle so friendship 
will grow. I m so glad I found you, I m so glad to see That such a relationship can 
possibly be.  

1st CIRCLE; Now wait a minute, Oh stranger here. You hasten your happiness too 
fast, I fear. I told you before- our two shapes must match In order for any new 
friendship to hatch. If you were a circle with roundest of frame, We d be friends 
forever because we’re the same. But, I see no circle, I see nothing round. I think 
that it s only a BLOB that I ve found. Now - think of my image, what others might 
say, I can t take the risk, Away! Away!  

BLOB I m so broken hearted, I m in such despair. I am not a circle. It doesn t seem 
fair. (enter 2nd CIRCLE) 2nd CIRCLE A call for a circle, is that what I hear? I, too, 
am a circle, such joy and such cheer; For now, dear circle, you long vigil ends, 
we’ve found one another. Forever we’re friends! (two circles embrace and walk off) 
(enter 1st STAR)  

1st STAR: I am a star, a beautiful star. Better than all other shapes, by far. And if 
you are the finest, I think you will see That shape you are holding, a star it will be. 
If I d find a star, we d frolic in fun, And dance and play and never be done; If you 
are a star, my friendship you’ve won. But, as I look closer, I see you re not one. 
You re only a BLOB. We’ll never go far; Unless you can prove that you re also a 
star!  

BLOB: My shape s not important. Myself is what counts. Just give me some 
friendship in any amount.  

1st STAR: I’ve no time for BLOBS, so go on your way, For I think a star is coming 
this way........ (enter 2nd STAR) 2nd STAR A star I am, and a star I’ll stay. Oh, 
praise be to stars, it s our lucky day!  

1st STAR: O star, O star, what double delight! These shapes that we re holding- 
they match us just right.  

2nd STAR: At last, we’re together, so happy and proud. Together we’ll surely stand 
out in a crowd. So BLOB, adios! Farewell and good-bye! You just don t fit in, and 
don t ask us why. (Stars both exit) BLOB: Alas, I am broken. What worse could I 
do? Than being rejected by each of these two. (enter 1st SQUARE) 1st SQUARE: 
Through this crowd I know will stare To see if perhaps there be somewhere a 
square. Pardon me there, but some time could you lend? If you are a square, I ll be 
your true friend.  

BLOB; Oh, surely, dear square, our shape s not the same, But, I m a sweet person, 
and what s in a name?  
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1st SQUARE: Your shape s not a square and you talk to me so? I can t believe all 
the nerve that you show. If it s friendship you want, than friendship go get, But, 
not from a shape with which you don t fit. (enter 2nd SQUARE) 2nd SQUARE: A call 
for a square? I’ll soon be right there. A square I am and a square I’ll be. I’ll join you 
in friendship, of square, just ask me. Because our fine corners do each number 
four, We’ll stay close together forever and more! (both squares exit) BLOB: I m 
torn and I m frazzled, what worse could there be, Than being rejected by each of 
these three. (enter TRIANGLE) 1st TRIANGLE: I m wandering to and I m wandering 
fro, In search of a three-sided shape just like so (points to his/her shape) For if I 
could find one, I know we would blend, For only a triangle can be a TRUE friend.  

BLOB: Hello there, dear sister, I’ve heard all you’ve said. I can t help but think - to 
you I’ve been led. For you need friendship and I need the same, So on with the 
friendship and off with the game.  

1st TRIANGLE: Now, who is this talking? What shape do you hold? You seem sort of 
strange, just what is your mold? You are not pretty, you shapeless disgrace. Why 
Your just a BLOB, it s all over your face. I’ve no time for you, you pitiful one. This 
senseless discussion is over and done! (enter 2nd TRIANGLE) 2nd TRIANGLE: A call 
for a triangle? Well, I’ll fill the need. We’re made for each other, it must be agreed. 
(triangles both exit together) BLOB: No one understands poor shapeless me, Cause 
I m just a BLOB as you can we’ll see. If I were a circle or maybe a square, Then I 
could be having some fun over there. Why can t all you shapes just notice and see, 
that I m just as miserable as I can be. With no one to laugh and be good friends 
with, I m beginning to feel just a little bit miffed.  

NARRATOR: Now just at this moment comes into this place.... a person who s 
different in style and in grace. So quiet and thoughtful and listens quite well, 
Observing the stories that our characters tell. Now with me return to our tale if you 
can... And witness the ways of the IN-SPITE-OF-FRIEND. (enter IN SPITE OF 
FRIEND) IN SPITE OF; Hello, will you be my friend?  

BLOB: Oh, no can t you see... I m not a circle or square, so please leave me be.  

 

 

IN SPITE OF; Friend, once again to you I will say, Will you not be my friend on this 
fine day?  

BLOB: Your humor s not funny. I m wise to your jokes. You’re here to make fun like 
the rest of these folks.  

IN SPITE OF; Now what is the problem, my poor little one? You seem so distressed, 
so completely undone.  
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BLOB; I’ ve run the whole gambit, I’ve pleaded and cried To have them accept me 
and love me inside. But each time I seek them they look at my shape, and quickly 
reject me, it s like hearing a tape. You’re not the right person, you’ve got the wrong 
shape. The people will gossip, the people will gape. If this shall continue from day 
unto day, Alone I’ll; remain and depressed will I stay.  

IN SPITE OF; I think a great lesson s been brought to your sight. these shapes find 
it hard to accept you in spite . They’re all possessive and selfish inside, They wallow 
in vanity, ego, and pride. But these is an answer I’ve found to be true, And I’ve 
come to offer this answer to you.  

BLOB: I don t understand all you’re trying to say, But you’re the first person I’ve 
met here today Who seems to accept me in spite of my form You break all the rules 
of the shape-seekers norm.  

IN SPITE OF; Your wisdom is growing, I think you now see Love puts no conditions 
on you or on me.  

NARRATOR; Our moral is simple, I’ll share it with you. It’s all UP TO YOU. The world 
offers values which dazzle our eyes, It mixes the truth with ridiculous lies And we 
here are seeking the true meaning of This life that we’re living. this word we call 
love The IF and BECAUSE folks are caught in a bind, For they only accept their very 
own kind. They love folks BECAUSE and love people IF , But few have discovered 
the IN SPITE OF GIFT!  

Sleeping Well 
In Israel, there are two major bodies of water. Both of these bodies of water are 
fed by the waters of the River Jordan.  

One is the Sea of Galilee, which is full of fish, and is surrounded by lush vegetation 
and trees. It is a living body in every sense.  

The other is the Dead Sea. There is nothing green there, there are no fish, and the 
sea is stagnant and dead.  

The difference is that the Sea of Galilee overflows, for every gallon of water that 
flows into the sea, a gallon given up and is passed on downstream. It is constantly 
renewing itself, it gives as much as it takes.  

The Dead Sea, on the other hand, because of its geography, only takes. It gives up 
nothing. The water there is never cleansed, it stagnates and dies. And everything 
depending on it dies also.  

Some people say that there are two kinds of people in the world -- those that 
constantly give of themselves (who help other people at all times), and those that 
only take.  
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Those that only take Eat Well.  

But those who give Sleep Well 

 

Ten Commandments of Human Relations. 
1. Speak to people - there is nothing as nice as a cheerful word of greeting. 

2. Smile at people - it takes sixty-five muscles to frown, only fifteen to smile. 

3. Call people by name - the sweetest music to anyone's ear is the sound of their 
own name. 

4. Be friendly and helpful - if you would have friends, be friendly.  

5. Be cordial - speak and act as if everything that you do is a real pleasure. 

6. Be genuinely interested in people - you can like everybody if you try. 

7. Be generous with praise - cautious with criticism. 

8. Be considerate of the feelings of others - it will be appreciated.  

9. Be thoughtful of the opinions of others - there are three sides to a controversy; 
yours, the other person's, and the right one. 

10. Be alert to give service - what counts most in life is what we do for others. 

 

The Bridge Builder 
An old man traveling a long highway, 
Came at the evening cold and gray, 
To a chasm vast and deep and wide. 
The old man crossed in the twilight dim, 
The sullen stream held no fears for him; 
But he turned when safe on the other side, 
And built a bridge to span the tide. 

"Old man," cried a fellow pilgrim near, 
"You're wasting your time in building here. 
"Your journey will end with the closing day; 
"You never again will pass this way. 
"You have crossed the chasm deep and wide, 
"Why build you this bridge at even tide?" 

The builder lifted his old gray head; 
"Good friend, in the path I have come," he said. 
"There followeth after me today, 
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"A youth whose feet must pass this way. 
"This stream which has been as naught to me, 
"To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be; 
"He, too, must cross in the twilight dim-- 
"Good friend, I am building this bridge for him."  

 

The Traveller and the Tracker... 
Once a Traveller and a Tracker set out to explore the world together. As they 
wound their way through the wilderness, the Traveller was amazed at the Tracker's 
habit of pausing several times a day to pray.  

"Why do you pray to something intangible?" the Traveller asked. "How do you know 
there is a God?"  

Now the Tracker was very skilled in noticing things and, through the years, had 
gained much insight reading the smallest signs. And he answered the Traveller this 
way:  

"I know there is a God when I see the leaves turning yellow. I know there is a God 
when a trout jumps at a fly, and when grass waves in the dry wind. I know there is 
a God when clouds shade my head and the stars wink at night."  

"So you see," said the Tracker, "I know there is a God, for I can see his footprints 
throughout the Universe."  

 

Truth 
Once there was a man who said some things about a friend that were neither true 
nor complimentary. Afterwards, he felt ashamed and went to his friend and 
apologized. Still, as he walked around town, he could hear the false words being 
repeated. Troubled by this, he went to the wisest man in the community.  

"How can I undo this terrible wrong that I did", he asked the wise man. The wise 
man thought for a moment and said, "Bring me a feather pillow." The man did so 
and quickly returned. "Now go to the hilltop outside of town, slit open the 
pillowcase, and shake it until all of the feathers are gone." Again, the man quickly 
did as he was instructed. When he returned to the wise man, the wise man said,  

"Now go and pick up every single feather and place them all back into the 
pillowcase." The man replied, "But that's impossible. There is no way that I can find 
all those feathers and put them back." "Indeed," answered the wise man, "and 
there is no way to gather back the words that you cast into the air either."  
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And so it is. Once we speak, we can never gather the words back into the 
pillowcase. So it is important to think about what we are going to say before we 
cast our words into the wind.  

 

We look about us ... 
Useful in an open setting Scouts Own, use surroundings to fill out the lines, take 
your time and encourage the Scouts to look about themselves.  

We look about us ... and see the grass and trees ...  

We look about us ... and see the blue sky and crystal waters ...  

We look about us ... and see the birds and animals that live in this world with us ...  

We look about us ... and see the camp where we have had so much fun ....  

We look about us ... and see our brothers (and sisters) in Scouting ...  

We look about us ... and see God's Hand everywhere ...  

We look about us ... 

 

When night ends... 
"How can we determine the hour of dawn - when the night ends and the day 
begins?" the rabbi asked of his students. 

"When, from a distance, you can distinguish between a dog and a sheep?" one of 
his students suggested.  

"No" the rabbi answered.  

"Is it when you can distinguish between a fig tree and a grapevine?" another 
student asked.  

"No" he replied.  

"Please tell us the answer, then" said the students.  

"It is when you can look into the face of a human being and have enough light to 
recognize in him your brother," the wise teacher replied.  

"Until then, it is night, and the darkness is still with us." 
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When You Walk Through The Woods. 

When you walk through the woods,  
I want you to see ... 
The floating gold of a bumble bee,  

Rivers of sunlight, pools of shade 
Toadstools sleeping in mossy jade  

A cobweb net with a catch of dew 
Treetop cones against the blue  

Dancing flowers, bright green flies 
And birds that put rainbows in your eyes.  

When you walk through the woods, 
I want you to hear ... 
A million sounds in your eager ear  

The scratch and rattle of wind-tossed trees 
The rush as a timid chipmunk flees  

The cry of a hawk from the distant sky 
The purr of leaves when a breeze rolls by  

Brooks that mumble, stones that ring 
And birds that teach your heart to sing.  

When you walk through the woods, 
I want you to feel ... 
That no mere human could make this real  

Could paint the throb of a bullerfly's wing 
Could teach a wood thrush how to sing  

Could create these wonders of earth and sky 
There's something greater than you or I.  

When you walk through the woods 
and the birches nod 
Please, meet a friend of mine named God. 

 

Flea Training 
Flea trainers have observed a predictable and strange habit of fleas while training 
them. Fleas are trained by putting them in a cardboard box with a top on it. The 
fleas will jump up and hit the top of the box over and over and over again. As you 
watch them jump and hit the lid, something very interesting becomes obvious.  
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The fleas continue to jump, but they are no longer jumping high enough to hit the 
top. 

When you take off the lid, the fleas continue to jump, but they will not jump out of 
the box. They won't jump out because they can't jump out. Why? They have 
conditioned themselves to jump just so high. 

Many times, people do the same thing. They restrict themselves and never reach 
their potential. Just like the fleas, they fail to jump higher, thinking they are doing 
all they can do. 

Far too many people exist in a world of 'what is' rather than giving thought or 
applying their energies to 'what can be.' 

Each week you stand at your meeting and promise to do your best. That means 
that you should not take someone else's limits as your own, but be ready to jump 
out of the box when the opportunity presents itself. 

 
The Cookies 

A woman was waiting at an airport one night, 
With several long hours before her flight. 
She hunted for a book in the airport shops. 
Bought a bag of cookies and found a place to drop. 
She was engrossed in her book but happened to see, 
That the man sitting beside her, as bold as could be. 
Grabbed a cookie or two from the bag in between, 
Which she tried to ignore to avoid a scene. 
So she munched the cookies and watched the clock, 
As the gutsy cookie thief diminished her stock. 
She was getting more irritated as the minutes ticked by, 
Thinking, "If I wasn't so nice, I would blacken his eye." 
With each cookie she took, he took one too, 
When only one was left, she wondered what he would do. 
With a smile on his face, and a nervous laugh, 
He took the last cookie and broke it in half. 
He offered her half, as he ate the other, 
She snatched it from him and thought... oooh, brother. 
This guy has some nerve and he's also rude, 
Why he didn't even show any gratitude! 
She had never known when she had been so galled, 
And sighed with relief when her flight was called. 
She gathered her belongings and headed to the gate, 
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Refusing to look back at the thieving ingrate. 
She boarded the plane, and sank in her seat, 
Then she sought her book, which was almost complete. 
As she reached in her baggage, she gasped with surprise, 
There was her bag of cookies, in front of her eyes. 
If mine are here, she moaned in despair, 
The others were his, and he tried to share. 
Too late to apologize, she realized with grief, 
That she was the rude one, the ingrate, the thief. 
How many times in our lives, have we absolutely known 
that something was a certain way, only to be wrong ... 

 
Covering All the Bases 

A little boy was overheard talking to himself as he 
strode through his backyard, baseball cap in place and 
toting ball and bat. "I'm the greatest baseball player in 
the world." he said proudly. Then he tossed the ball in the 
air, swung and missed. Undaunted, he picked up the ball, 
threw it into the air and said to himself, "I'm the greatest 
baseball player ever!" He swung at the ball again, and again 
he missed. He paused a moment to examine the bat and ball 
carefully. Then once again he threw the ball into the air 
and said, "I'm the greatest baseball player who ever lived." 
He swung the bat hard and again missed the ball. 

     "Wow!" he exclaimed. "What a pitcher!" 

By Source Unknown 

from Condensed Chicken Soup for the Soul 
Copyright 1996 by Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen & Patty Hansen 

 
Tuesday the Thirteenth 

Anyone know what the date is today? The thirteenth. Sometimes on the thirteenth I 
think of a character in a comic strip I used to see in the paper. He was very 
superstitious and every month on the 13th he'd moan and groan and say 
something like "Friday the 13th came on a Tuesday this month". 

Now, a lot of people are superstitious about Friday the 13th, but I've never heard of 
anyone else who was worried about Tuesday the 13th or Sunday the 13th or any 
other 13ths. 
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Anyway, getting back to the comic strip, sometimes something bad would happen 
and this character would say that it was because "Friday the 13th came on a 
Tuesday this month", or whatever day it was and blame it on bad luck. Now, of 
course, being the 13th had nothing to do with it, and neither did bad luck. 
Generally whatever happened was because of his own stupidity or carelessness, or 
that of someone else. 

And that's the way that bad luck often is. Sometimes it's truly because of 
circumstances outside of anyone's control. But as often as not bad luck is caused by 
carelessness, or lack of preparation, or by doing something dumb. Good luck works 
the same, too. It's often a result of attention to detail and being able to recognize 
potential opportunities and potential hazards, and being prepared to act on that 
knowledge. 

So when something happens don't be too quick to blame it on bad luck or good 
luck. Examine the situation and perhaps you'll find that you've created your own 
luck, either bad or good. 

 
Paradox Of Our Time 

The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller buildings, but shorter 
tempers; wider freeways, but narrower viewpoints; we spend more, but have less; 
we buy more, but enjoy it less. 

We have bigger houses and smaller families; more conveniences, but less time; we 
have more degrees, but less sense; more knowledge, but less judgment; more 
experts, but more problems; more medicine, but less wellness. 

We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our values. We talk too much, 
love too seldom, and hate too often. We've learned how to make a living, but not a 
life; we've added years to life, not life to years. 

We've been all the way to the moon and back, but have trouble crossing the street 
to meet the new neighbor. We've conquered outer space, but not inner space; 
We've cleaned up the air, but polluted the soul; we've split the atom, but not our 
prejudice. 

We have higher incomes, but lower morals; we've become long on quantity, but 
short on quality. These are the times of tall men, and short character; steep profits, 
and shallow relationships. 

These are the times of world peace, but domestic warfare; more leisure, but less 
fun; more kinds of food, but less nutrition. These are days of two incomes, but 
more divorce; of fancier houses, but broken homes. 
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It is a time when there is much in the show window and nothing in the stockroom; 
a time when technology can bring this letter to you, and a time when you can 
choose either to make a difference, or to just hit delete... 

 
Three Things You Need To Survive 

A Scout Leader was teaching his boy scouts about survival in the desert. 

"What are the three most important things you should bring with you in case you 
get lost in the desert?" he asked. Several hands went up, and many important 
things were suggested such as food, matches, etc. 

Then one little boy in the back eagerly raised his hand. "Yes Timmy, what are the 
three most important things you would bring with you?" asked the Scout Master. 

Timmy replied: "A compass, a canteen of water, and a deck of cards." 

"Why's that Timmy?" 

"Well," answered Timmy, "the compass is to find the right direction, the water is to 
prevent dehydration..." 

"And what about the deck of cards?" asked the Scout Master impatiently. 

"Well, Sir, as soon as you start playing Solitaire, someone is bound to come up 
behind you and say, "Put that red nine on top of that black ten and you can ask 
HIM how to get out of here!" 

 
The World As 100% 

"If we could shrink the earth's population to a village of precisely 100 people, with 
all the existing human ratios remaining the same, it would look something like the 
following. There would be: 

57 Asians 

21 Europeans 

14 from the Western Hemisphere, both north and south America 

8 Africans 

52 would be female 

48 would be male 

70 would be non-white 

30 would be white 
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70 would be non-Christian 

30 would be Christian 

89 would be heterosexual 

11 would be homosexual 

 

 

6 people would possess 59% of the entire world's wealth and all 6 would be from 
the United States. 

80 would live in substandard housing 

70 would be unable to read 

50 would suffer from malnutrition 

1 would be near death; 1 would be near birth 

1 (yes, only 1) would have a college education 

1 would own a computer 

When one considers our world from such a compressed perspective, the need for 
both acceptance, understanding and education becomes glaringly apparent." 

 
Four Points About Scouting 

Never forget these four points about scouting: 
 
1-The Youth are the reason for Scouting. They own the movement. 
2-Anything that supports #1 is good, 
3-Anything that diminishes #1 is bad. 
4-In cases of confusion, consult #1. 

 
Short Story 

There was story about four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and 
Nobody. 

There was an important job to be done safely and Everybody was sure that 
Somebody would do it. 

Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. 
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Now, when Somebody got angry about that, because it was Everybody's job, 
Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realised that Everybody 
wouldn't do it. 

It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody, when Nobody did what Anybody 
could have done. 

 

It Makes A Difference 
In a world that seems to be increasingly filled with trouble, crime, pain and war, 
how can one Leader make any difference? 

A young boy walking the beach one morning noticed an old man picking up starfish 
and tossing them back into the sea. He caught up to the man and asked him why 
he was doing this. 

"Because the stranded starfish will die when the sun comes up. They dry out," the 
man explained. 

"But the beach goes on and on, and there are millions of starfish," countered the 
boy. "How can what you do make any difference?" 

The old man looked at the starfish in his hand. "It makes a difference to this one," 
he said, and tossed it to safety in the waves. 

 

Carrying Scouting's Flame 
At this moment, somewhere in our country, a Boy Scout is carrying a flame for 
Scouting. It's called the Heritage Flame, and it will be used to light the opening 
campfire at the national jamboree next month.  

The flame started in Hawaii several months ago, and ever since relays of Scouts 
have been carrying it eastward toward Washington and Fort A. P. Hill in Virginia 
where the jamboree will be held. The idea is to draw attention to Scouting on the 
75th anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America and to show that Scouting's spirit 
still burns brightly in this country.  

This month we'll have our own Flame Relay, only we call it a Run for Scouting. But 
you know that each of us carries the flame for Scouting in everything we do. As 
Scouts we represent the Scouting movement all the time. If we live by the Scout 
Oath and Law and Scouting's other ideals our flame burns brightly and reflects 
credit on Scouting, our families and ourselves. When we fail to follow Scouting's 
ideals - and all of us fail sometimes - our flame flickers low and may die out. It's all 
up to each of us to carry the flame for Scouting proudly by living up to the 
principles for which Scouting stands. 
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What is Fair? 

Dear God, 
Whenever we say, "It's not fair", 
We should remember those who have nothing to eat; 
Whenever we say, "It's not fair", 
We should remember those who sleep in the street; 
Whenever we say, "It's not fair", 
We should remember those in the middle of a war; 
Whenever we say, "It's not fair", 
We should remember those who are sick and poor. 
Help us to remember how lucky we are 
And not to say, "It's not fair." 

 
Thoughts to Ponder 

I hear and I forget; I see and I remember; I do and I understand. (Confucius)  

What you are is God's gift to you; 
What you make of yourself is your gift to God.  

Plan ahead. It wasn't raining when Noah built the ark.  

When you are sad, condemned, disappointed, and disillusioned, remember that it is 
the crushed grape that yields the wine. 
(Colin McKay, Scouting (UK) magazine)  

One hundred years from now, it will not matter what my bank account was, the 
sort of house I lived in, or the car I drove.  
But the world may be different because I was important in the life of a child. 
(The Loop, S. Saskatchewan Region)  

The greatest good you can do for another is not just to share your riches but to 
reveal to him his own. 
(Benjamin Disraeli)  

 
Like a Spider's Web 

Peace is like a spider's web, 
Vulnerable yet indestructible; 
Tear it and it will be rewoven; 
Peace does not despair. 
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Begin to weave a web of peace; 
Start in the centre 
And make peace with yourself 
And your God.  

Take the thread outwards 
And build peace within your family, 
Your community, 
And in the circle of those you find hard to like.  

Then stretch your concern into all the world. 
Weave a web of peace and do not despair.  

(from Scouting (UK) magazine)  

 

Friendship 
I don't want to change you; 
You know better than I what is best for you: 
I don't want you to change me; 
I only want you to accept me and respect my way; 
Then our friendship will be rich, 
Based on reality, not a dream.  

(13th century Chinese thought)  

 

If We Want 
If we want, we can stay snug in bed every morning,  
We can cover our heads and pretend we are ostriches; 
If we want, we can say to heck with everything.  
But what if life is something else?  

What if life is getting up, getting going, facing each day? 
Yes, we need to rest; 
We need some space to be alone;  
We need to unwind sometimes; 
But we need all of these things just to keep strong,  
To do more, leap higher, live better.  

Why get up? 
Because we want to live;  
We want to move; 
We want to change things!  
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I'd Rather Be 

I'd rather be a "Could Be"  
If I couldn't be an "Are"  
For a "Could Be" is a "May Be"  
With a chance of reaching par. 
I'd rather be a "Has Been" 
Than a "Might Have Been" by far; 
For a "Might Have Been" has never been, 
But a "Has Been" was once an "Are"  

 

Assorted Thoughts 
Even if you're on the right track, you'll get run over if you just sit there. (Will 
Rogers)  

Challenge Me 
Challenge me, and I'll achieve great heights; 
Develop me socially, and I'll serve the community: 
Help me to grow, and I'll be healthy and strong; 
Encourage me spiritually to strengthen my soul, 
And then I'll know that I can make a difference. 

 

Zulu Farewell 
Go well and safely, go well and safely, Go well and safely, the Lord be ever with 
you. 
Stay well and safely, stay well and safely, Stay well and safely, the Lord be ever 
with you. 

 

You Know It Was a Great Camp When... 
• the Scouts fall asleep on the way home;  

• everybody is too tired to complain, and you're too tired to care if they do;  

• you have managed to bring back most of the troop gear, and none of the 
dishes are mouldy;  

• you introduced the visiting assistant district commissioner to your assistant 
and you couldn't remember his name;  

• you introduced yourself to the assistant district commissioner and you 
couldn't remember your name;  

 



 

 
Closing Narratives 

  

http://tidworthscoutgroup.terapad.com/ 
 

 
1st Tidworth 
Scout Group 

 
 
 
 
 

 

• you have half a dozen new jokes to tell at work;  

• your head count finally comes out right just as you get back to the hall;  

• the troop critic looks up at you and says, "How come we never did this last 
year?"  

• your spouse (mother, friend) refuses to come close to you because of the way 
you smell;  

• your dog thinks you smell wonderful.  

(Greybeard, Sunnybrook, Alta.)  

The things that count most in life are usually the things that cannot be counted.  
(Bernard Meltzer) 

 

Take Time 
Take time to work; 
It is the price of success:  

Take time to think; 
It is the source of power:  

Take time to read; 
It is the foundation of knowledge:  

Take time to give to others; 
It will bring you happiness:  

Take time to love; 
It is the sacrament of life:  

Take time to dream; 
It hitches the soul to the stars;  

Take time to laugh; 
It lightens the highway to eternal life:  

Take time to plan, 
And you will have time for all the rest.  

 

Patience 
An aged man, whom Abraham hospitably invited to his tent, refused to join him in 
prayer to the one spiritual God. Learning that the old man was a non-believer, 
Abraham drove him from his door.  
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Later that night, God appeared to Abraham in a vision. "I have borne with that 
ignorant man for 70 years, " he said. "Could you not have patiently suffered him 
one night?"  

(The Talmud)  

 
Food for Thought 

When you get what you want in your battle for self  
And the world makes you king for a day,  
Then go to your mirror and look at yourself  
And see what that guy has to say: 
For it's not a man's father or brother or wife  
Who's judgment upon him must pass; 
The person who's verdict counts most in this life  
Is the guy staring back from the glass.  

 

A Leader's Prayer 
Put me in touch with the heart of a boy, 
Let me study his doubts and his fears. 
Let me try to show him the way of life 
And help him avoid its tears. 
For the heart of a boy in its buoyancy, 
Is one that is pure and free; 
So put me in touch with the heart of a boy,  
The heart of the man to be.  

 

A Leader's Prayer 2 
Please God grant me-  

The spark to imagine 
The daring to innovate 
The discipline to plan 
The skill to do 
The will to achieve 
The commitment to be responsible 
The leadership to motivate  
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From The Mouths Of babes 

Thanks to Scouting in New South Wales, Oct. 1980, we have this delightful piece 
written by the nine-year-old daughter of a Cub leader in response to her teacher's 
request to prepare a composition answering the question, "What did you do last 
weekend?"  

"Nothing! My mum went away for the weekend with Mr. Haylen (her mother's group 
leader). Daddy didn't mind because he knows him. Mum also went away with thirty 
other men and says that if she doesn't do these two weekends, all her others will 
be a waste of time.  

"We are packing our bags and going to grandma's place next weekend. If mum 
passes her tests after her weekends, she will be able to wear a bootlace and two 
bits of wood around her neck."  

One can only hope that the teacher who received this effort is also involved in 
Scouting!  

 
The More You Put In... 

The chaplain and his young son were camping just outside a small seaside town. 
Not far away was a tiny church that had no minister, so the chaplain offered his 
services for the Sunday. No fee was payable.  

As the chaplain and his son were passing out of the door after the service, the son 
noticed a small box which had on it the words "For Contributions".  

"Father, don't you think you should put something in the box?" the son asked.  

"Certainly," the chaplain said. He dug into his pocket, pulled out a dollar, and put it 
into the box.  

The two had gone a little way back to the camp when a man came running after 
them.  

"It's our custom to give the minister whatever is dropped into the box," he said 
when he caught up with them. "I found this dollar and here it is." And he handed 
back the money the chaplain had donated.  

After the man had left, the boy looked up at his dad. "Father," he said, "if you had 
only put more into the box, you would have got so much more out."  

And isn't that true about everything - Scouting, living? The more you put in, the 
more you will get out.  
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The Runners 

We're hopeless at racing, 
Me and my friend; 
I'm slow at the start, 
He's slow at the end: 
He has the stitch, 
I get sore feet, 
And neither one of us, 
Cares to compete: 
But cooperation's 
A different case; 
You should just see us, 
In the three-legged race!  

 

The Insignificant Pin 
Let me show you something I have in my pocket. It's not very big. In fact, I can 
almost lose it in my pocket.  

Ah, here it is-a safety pin. It came from the bottom of the trinket box that sits on 
my counter and collects tiny things I can't find a use for at the moment, like paper 
clips and thumb tacks and screws. You'll find a pin like this one at home, maybe in 
a sewing basket or dresser drawer or even in a trinket box like mine.  

Now when you look at this tiny piece of metal, it seems very insignificant. And, 
sometimes, that is just the way we feel in this big bustling world. Right now, this 
pin and the pins you have tucked away at home don't have a purpose. One day that 
will change though.  

Perhaps you will be rushing off somewhere and, at the very last minute, you will 
realize that there's a button missing from your coat. You won't have time to search 
for a matching button and sew it on, so your mother will say, "Go to my sewing 
basket (or dresser drawer or trinket box) and get a safety pin." The pin will be 
waiting and it will hold together your coat wonderfully until you can find a button 
and sew it on.  

If you ever feel like this safety pin-as if you have no purpose-remember that, one 
day, when you least expect it, your time will come. You will have a chance to do 
something worthwhile, some little helpful thing that will be very important to 
someone.  

Your job is to be prepared for that moment. Then, when your chance comes along, 
you will be ready to do your best to help out. I think you will be surprised to find 
how often those opportunities to help will pop up, if you are prepared to meet 

them.  
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The Devil's Sale 

There is a story that the devil once announced he was going out of business and 
offered to sell his tools to anyone who would pay the price. On the night of the sale, 
the tools were all attractively displayed. They were a nasty looking lot-malice, 
hatred, envy, jealousy, deceit-each marked with a price tag. A little off from the 
rest lay a harmless looking wedge-shaped tool, much worn, and priced higher than 
any of the others.  

"What is it?" someone asked the devil.  

"That's discouragement," he replied.  

"Why is it priced so high?" the prospective customer asked.  

"Because," said the devil, "it is more useful to me than any of the others. I can pry 
open and get inside a person with it when I could never get near him with any of 
the others. Once inside, I can use the person in whatever way it suits me best. 
That's why it is so worn, you see. I use it with nearly everybody, because few 
people yet know that it belongs to me."  

It is probably not necessary to add that the devil's price for this tool was so high 
that there were no bidders. And he is still using it.  

 
A Scouter 

A Scouter is a person who, week after week, month after month, provides fun, 
adventure challenge, and learning for our active children;  

A Scouter hurries home, eats a quick meal, puts on uniform while answering the 
phone five times, and arrives smiling to meet the youngsters, all in 30 minutes;  

A Scouter gives up weekends and home comforts to teach children about 
woodcraft, nature, and camaraderie;  

A Scouter is somebody who can put up a tent in the rain and dark, find lost boots, 
dry wet bedding, handle asthma, blisters, homesickness, and children's excitement 
on four hours sleep-and go home talking about the next camp;  

A Scouter is a person who waits in the cold with the last kid, whose parent forgot 
the time;  

A Scouter attends meetings to learn and plan, has an expandable basement and a 
head full of ideas;  

A Scouter can lead a song, teach a skill, play a game, perform a ceremony, listen to 
a child, and say a prayer;  
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A Scouter willingly fills the gap so that a child will not be let down;  

A Scouter is committed, caring, hardworking, sturdy, strong, reliable-with a wealth 
of knowledge, a store of skills, and a heart of gold;  

A Scouter gets little spoken thanks, but knows the spirit is passed on.  

 
If I Had To Live My Life Over 

If I had to live my life over again, 
I'd try to make more mistakes next time. 
I would relax, I would limber up, I would be sillier than I have been this trip. 
I know of very few things I would take seriously. 
I would take more trips. 
I would be crazier. 
I would climb mountains, swim more rivers, and watch more sunsets. 
I would do more walking and looking. 
I would eat more ice cream and less beans. 
I would have more actual troubles and fewer imaginary ones.. 
I've been one of those people who never go anywhere without a thermometer, a 
hot-water bottle, a gargle, a raincoat, aspirin, and a parachute. 
If I had to do it over again, I'd go places, do things and travel lighter than I have. 
If I had my life to live over, I would start barefooted earlier in the spring and stay 
that way later in the fall. 
I would play hookey more. 
I wouldn't make such good grades, except by accident. 
I would ride on more merry-go-rounds. 
I'd pick more daisies.  
(by an anonymous friar in a Nebraska monastery, )  

 

Messy Recipe 
When my Cub Scout son was told to write up his first attempt at cooking French 
toast, here was his report:  

1. Get together bowl, fork, frying pan, two eggs, milk, six pieces of bread;  

2. Wash your hands;  

3. Break two eggs into bowl;  

4. Pick out pieces of shell;  

5. Wash your hands;  

6. Add milk, stir gently with fork;  
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7. Wipe up what spilled on table;  

8. Wash your hands;  

9. Grease frying pan, turn on medium fire;  

10. Dip bread into egg mixture, put in pan;  

11. Wipe up what dripped on stove and floor;  

12. Wash your hands;  

13. Turn toast over, cook other side, serve;  

14. Change your shirt because you wiped your hands on it.  

 
An Old English Prayer 

Allow Us Oh Lord:  

To have the time to work 
which is the price of success.  

To have the time to think 
which is the fountain of power.  

To have the time to plan 
which is the secret of perpetual youth.  

To have the time to read  
which is the fountain of eternal wisdom.  

Allow Us Oh Lord:  

To have the time for friendship 
which is the road to happiness.  

To have the time to dream  
which is to drive our carriage to the star.  

To have the time to love and to be loved  
which is a privilege of the gods.  

To have the time to look around us 
the day is too short to be selfish.  

To have the time to laugh 
which is the music of the soul.  
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How the Sun, Moon, & Stars Got into the Sky 
This North American Indian legend might be a good campfire tale for Cubs. Beavers 
will enjoy it, too, and you can talk about how it relates to their motto.  

Long ago, the people had no fire and no light. They suffered and shivered during 
the cold of winter and had to eat their food uncooked. Even worse, they lived in 
darkness all the time.  

There was no sun or moon or stars in the sky. A great chief kept them locked up in 
boxes and took great pride in the thought that he alone had light.  

The great chief had a beautiful daughter and was very proud of her, too. All the 
people loved her.  

Now, in those days, Raven had magic powers. He was a great friend of the people 
and the chief. He wondered how he might make their life more comfortable. One 
day, he saw the chief's daughter come down to the stream for a drink. He had an 
idea. He put a magic spell on her and, in time, she had a son.  

The old chief was delighted and, as the boy grew, his grandfather became devoted 
to him. He gave his grandson anything he wanted.  

One day, the child asked the old chief for the box containing the stars. Although he 
didn't like the idea, the chief could not deny his grandson. He gave him the box.  

The child played with the box for awhile, tossing it and rolling it around. Then, he 
opened it, released the stars, and flung them into the sky. The people were happy. 
Now they had a little light, although it still wasn't much.  

After a few days, the child asked the old chief for the box that held the moon. Again 
the old chief hesitated, but again the boy got what he wanted. And, as before, he 
played with the box awhile, then opened it, released the moon, and flung it into the 
sky. The people were very happy to have even more light. Still, it was not a lot, 
and the moon disappeared for long periods of time.  

Finally, one day the child asked his grandfather for the box that held the sun. "No," 
the chief said. "I cannot give you that." But the boy wept and pleaded, and the old 
chief could not stand his tears. He gave his grandson the box. This time, the boy 
didn't even play with it first. As soon as he could, he released the sun and cast it 
into the sky.  

The people were overjoyed. Now they had plenty of light and heat, too. They 
ordered a feast of the sun, and all the people celebrated with great jubilation.  

Even the old chief was happy. He had not known that the sun, the moon, and the 
stars could mean so much to the comfort and happiness of his people. And, for the 
first time, he thoroughly enjoyed himself, too.  
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On Boating 
(These excerpts come from the American Coast Guard Pamphlet CG-428)  

Boat Loading Commandments  

Verily I say unto thee... 

Spreadeth out the people and things evenly in the little boat for he that spreadeth 
the load not wisely bringeth much woe unto the Coast Guard and himself.  

Wisest is he that keepeth the whole load in his boat as low as possible. Thy first 
command to thy people in the boat shall be, "SIDDOWN!"  

Suffer thee not the fools who would ride on the bow for they are non-believers and 
are not long for this world.  

Regard not the number of seats in thy boat for oft they mislead and may bring thee 
to the sin of overloading.  

Commit thou to memory these words... for they shall bringeth thee comfort and 
keep thee from committing a boating "no-no"!  
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